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; S The Capxml cmployed in 1874 was e e e e 5134 500 :
: . T L 18T L Lo e 1;:7 750 e
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S Ins tobe observed that; even_m’Outﬁt 18"'4. the Pmﬁf' 13 very small on be C“P"al;‘ .
. :employed, ‘notwithstanding : Cash ‘Sales -to the Domxmon Govemment, wlnch ought to. have. k
as‘nswdtheresult- SR T _,--.,“,}‘ R ;‘m:‘; S e AT L e e e “"J";

In ISta,the valnauona taken in: the Conntrv Aocounts were:moderate, but, neverthelew,

i "the res:ﬂt_ showed;a loss;- while, notmthstandmg the low valuations, a émall proﬁt appears in..
Outfit 1S76. It appears that in this case the tariff for Furs has been reduce& 1n18" 6. Mr. Bos.c o

the Oﬁicer.m-charve, writes :—“The i increase of expenditure in consequence ¢ of the 0pposmon
bas been counteracted in a mensnre by a reduction’ of at least: 50 per cent. m amount of
‘advances given to the Indians, and also by a reduction in the price of Furs where practicable.
The reduction in the price of Mink from 2 to }-M:B: effected a saving of 1,000-).B. at this
Post slone for the Outfit. A persistent adherence to the established rates of the Goods
and Fur Turiffs has hitherto been the rule in. tbe District, and the old svstem of barter has -
al\savs worked at all the Posts mth sutlsfnctory resclts.”

- Mr. Rms statcs that there can be no doubt that tlns year has been a dlsastrous one for
the opposition, and that the system of opposition in this District appears to be effective, &c.

" The Indians, as a rule, continue 'to deal with the ‘Company in preference ‘to the -
Canadians. He added that “‘the trade supplies were larger- fhan' the business could well
afford, but the freight expenditure; which was still heavy, and the demands incidental to ‘the
presence of a strong competition in the trade proper, as well as in the new branch of business
originated by the payment of cash annuities to the Indians, rendered any curtailment of the
‘Outfit impracticable. The time, however, hos now come when it will be possible to effect a
salutarv reform in’ the Indents, and to reduce the Inventones, without much risk to the business.”

We are of  opiuion that the attention of Mr. Roxs should be culled to the pomt-—thnt
if we take into account that the Cash Sales’ to the Government and mhers must have given
apparently a profit on the goods, the Fur Trade itself has been conducted at a loss, In'fa.ct if
1his District is charged with interest at 5 per cent. on the Capital employed durmg the three
" OQutfits, even. including sales to the Government there is a Io-.s

o " EDMONTON DISTRICT.
hdmonton Inventorv at the beginning of 1874 e $57,000 '

TR ,‘, c]osc of 1816 e 133,000
: Increase $76,000
-Supplics furnished in 1874 . ...© ... .. . . .. .. $94,000
e o 1875 Lo LT L - 81000
e ey L 1BT6 - L, e o 1,91,000 “

While 394 000 worth of goode werc sent out for 1874 the goods tmded and sold
nmounted only to 360 000 ’



