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THE CHINESE AGAIN.

We hear about the Chincse again, this
time from the Elinburgh Scotsman, which
deseribes 1hem as $he great multiplying,
and spreading and colonizing race of the
east, Until comparatively recent times,
says the Seotsman, China was s world
within @ world, It was as nearly as pos-
sible'sélf-contained, ite Buddhistic religion
being the only thing it is known to have
borrowed from abroad, The Chincse knew
almost as little about, and cared about as
little to visit, the outer world as they would
had’ it ‘been @ different planet, This is
totally chaoged. now. From the chief ports
along the-Chinese coast a constant stream
of emigeation flows, and has flowed for
many years, with the resuit that next to
ourselves they are mow the greatest colon-
ists in the world, = And bere are some
figures to show how the Chinese are spread-
ing themselves,

The climate of Fartuer india, Siam, Ma-
lays, and the vast chain of islands, great
and small, extending from Sumatra to Aus-
tralis, suits the Chiraman admirably, and
these are being gradually peopled by this
obligue-eyed Mongolian race, Rangoon, in
British Burmah, contains 10,000 of them ;
Singapore, the great commercial capital of
Malaya, has 8000 out of a total population
of 95,000, Java has 10,000 ; while the
Straits Bettlements, according to s recent
traveler, ‘‘are now virtually Chinese colo-
nies under the British fl g.” They are not
merely numerous in the Malay archipelago,
they are also influentisl, the commerce of
those regions being almost entirely in their
hands. In Australis they have obtained a
froting, and can make fortunes at the gold
diggings by working over again the refuse
heaps of the European digger, That they
are no mean competitors in the industria]
race is seen in the restrietions put upon
their entrance into the Australian colonies,
They have made their way to all the chief
groups of islands in the Pacific _ocesn, and
have now become an influential element in
the population of the Sandwich islands,
where they are fast superseding theindolent
natives, They have crossed tc the New
World,and aregradually spreading eastward
from California and the Pacific slope,

From ‘strikes and other evidences it is
plainily to be seen that the great problem
with ourselves is—how to employ all our
peoplein something like reasonsble, human
comfort. Wow, is the problem going to be
made easjer by allewing the Chinese to
swarm in upon us by thousands and hun-
dreds of thousands. to divide with our own
peoplé what employment the country
affords ? The reply must be—certainly not.
All"> ¢he employment there s in
the cotntry, from the highest to the
lowest, is wanted for our own people—those
of our own race, that is, Positively we
cannot afford to share it with the Chinese,
L>t them try som. far distant isles of the
Pacific oceam, if they like, but they must
keep away from Canada, All the room and
all the employment there is here we need
tor ourselves, The above statement of facts
as to how the Chinese are spreading over
the earth, from a good authority, should
arouse people here to take action in time
agaitist the plague that is coming. The
Scotsman thus brings in an important quo-
tation in ite comelusion: “It is a great
colonizing ‘power that China has a very
special interest for this country, the reason
being, as was recently stated by Sir Rath.
erford Aleock, that taking their numbers
and, ‘our own, it did not require to carry
one's views very far ioto futurity to see
that there would be eventnally two races
which would occupy the greater part of the
world—one was the Eunglish speaking r1aca,
which had already filled North America
and stretched into the Australian continent
and the surrounding islande, and would very
goon eount up to 200,000,000, and the other
was the 400,000,000 of Chinese,’”

To show that we have not attached too
mach importance to the English aspect of
“asgigted emigration,” take the following
from the Globe’s London correspondence,
He must be a poor reader of the signs of the
times who cannot sce that landlords and
ratepayers-ara about to unite in a gigantic
effort to shift the buidens of pauperism
from the old country to Canada, The con-
fidence men are coming down upon us’ and
in great force, too :

The . state-aided emigration agitation is
growing in strength each week. It is being
written about and talked about by phil-
anthropists and politicians, and many
of the leaders of the working classes are
taking the subject up with interest.
We are promised a big meetiug on
tie subject to-morrow, which one of the
promoters of the movement informs me
ought to be followed by important and per-
haps decisive conscquences, But I am very
rcaptical myself as to the rapid solution of
one of the most difficult problems that has
ever been forced upon the attention of an
English government, The Times on Mon.
duy had a very cautious article on the quese
tion.  Serious difficuliies, it pointed out,
¢ucompass the enterprise, Supposing 50,000
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new notes, it is appirent, will prove one of
the greatest pos'al conveniences ever de-
vised.

Montresl is now begioning to reap the
benefit of the glaring neglect that her citi-
zens and p’ess have paid to municipal mat-
ters, The slowness of Montreal’s journals
is in » great measure responsiblejfor the jobe
bery that bas been carried on in the civic
depsrtments foryeats, The road department,
which for & very loog time has been con-
trolled by Ald, Laurent, seems to be in the
worst state of all, The Montreal Post of
Monday- prints one of the most sensible
articles we have yet seen on the situation,
It is to be hoped that Toronto will profit
by the lesson, and that her citizens will
ever keep a watchful eye on the manipula-
tion by the council of the city’s funds,

The Canadian Pacific is building its own
telegraph line in the Northwest, but wants
American copnections, The Great North-
western, which is the Canadian name for
Gould and Wiman, says that it holds the
key, and only through it can American con-
nections be obtained. A good deal of public
interest attaches to the issue of this conten-
tion,
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Uncle 81m’s business agents in the treas-
ury department allege that the old man is
being systematically robbed by fellows who
sell the cheapest kinds of whisky at enor-
mous prices, under the names of “bitters,’
in various ways of dodge and disguise, The
question determining between' *‘bitters” on
one hand and common ‘‘iorty-rod” on the
other, is a practioot one with the officials
just now,

It was announced recently from Pitts-
burg, that a syndicate composed of promi-
net Pittsburg and New York capitalists, in-
cluding W, K. Vanderbilt, had been form.
ed for the purpose of obtaining control of
the coke productions of the Connellsville
regicn, The o%ject, it was said, was to es-
tablish an arbitrary selling rate for coke,
and also to divert the business of the region
to the Vanderbilt lines. Options on a large
quantity of valuable coke property had been
already secured, it was added, Later re-
ports of railway movements by the Vander-
bilt clique go to confirm this, If the coke
ovens go the coke-using furnaces will go
next, and after a while the railway men will
own all, The question as to the subjection
of merchants and manufacturers to the rail-
way power is rapidly coming towards the
front,

Mr. Malvaney’s new work, the His'ory
of Liberalism in Canada,has been purchased
at & good round price and will be published
by C. Blackett Robinson about December.
1t will be & book of between five and six
hundred pages,

GAGE'S “ OANADIAN READERS.”
BE J. E. COLLINS,

Reading the bald praises of the above se-
ries of readers, advertised by and over the
pnsme of Mr. Gage, we kave been led to
make a close examination of the books to
see if they be what some rival book houses
have declared them to be, or if they be all
that their publisher assert, The World has
already described them as unworthy of a
first-class publishiog house, and far below
the requirements of our schools in grading,
seleztion, preparation and typographical ex-
ecution; but as these were merely asser-
tions, open to anyone to make of even
books of the highest merit, we shall ask the
reader to accompany us on an excursion
through the series, and we promise to give
him fun enongh to repay him for his time,
We shall first take a glance-at ““The Se-
cond Reader,” The opening lesson is
“‘Birds,” and it contains the word ‘‘very”
only eight times, though there are nearly
three or four times as many words as that
in the chapter. Proceeding on the very
natural assumption that the little child is
more familiar with the rats of a railway
train’s spoed than that of a bird, the baby
is told that some birds ‘‘can fly faster than
a railway train can run.” In little
country villages, for example, birds
are not known, while “railway trains”
are numerous, Hence the aptness
and value of the comparison, Then the
infant is told that the parrot has *‘splendid
bright colors,” Now apart from the orni-
thological discovery here published to the
world, one is struck with the elegauce of
‘“gplendid and bright,” since splendid
comes from from splendeo, to shine, The
truth issome thief has passed off on either
Mr. Gage or the author of ¢ Book I1” some
worthless southern bird for a parrot,
Then at the end of this extraordinary les.
son the following question is put to the
child ; “ What kiod of songs have birds
with bright plamage ?” although the in-
formation sought has not been vouchsafed
in the lesson, The baby, of eourse, is sup-
posed to know from intuition. The next
lesson is “The Cow.,” Now alithough
we have seen cows all our lives,
still were we in complete ignor-
ance of their profundity and philo.
sophical ways till we got Gage’s reader,

“Book I11,” This is what Mr, Gage's cow

doe : "*Sue quietly erops the sweet grass
wntil she thinks she has had enouygb; and
then she lies down on the grass, and chews
it over again.” All of which being stated
more plaioly meaus that a cow thinks, has
mind, in short an immortal spirit; and that
she crops a large quantity of sweet grass
till she thinks she has had en:ugh, theu
makes a pile of the grass she has oropped,or
dentically mowel, thenlies down on this
“grass and chews it over again,” Then
how marvellously simple, and eagy of grasp
to the little child is not the next sentence:
“Her breath is always as sweet as the
breats of violets,” The little boy,
or the little girl, is driven to ome
of the following conclusions: that Violet is
either the name of a little girl or a big girl,
or of some animal with a sweet breath; or
that a violet, to wit, a flower, breathes, and
has a sweet breath—the latter view being
precisely the one that Gage's readers wish
to convey, Then comes an essay on “Food,"
First the little child, whom there seems to
be a deliberate intention on the part of Mr,
Gage to gull, is told how butter is made.
*“The cream we skim and shake in churns,
And then it soon to butter turns,”

thongh the Little fellow knows much better,
as he has seen his mother making butter and
observes she does mot do it on the
Gage plan, A little bit further down in the
same lesson another cruel attempt is made to
hoax the unsuspecting little one, when Mr,
Gage or his executor announces that “Pota-
toes are the underground branches of a
plant.” In like manner we suppoze apples

are the overground roots of a tree, This
will do to put in the edition now in hos.
pital, Then the guileless little class is told
without further explanation that ‘‘Sugar is
the juice of & tall thick cane which grows
in the West Indies.” The statement will
revolutionize thejuvenile idea of jaice.- Then
at the cloze of ¢ Bose and Sam,” page 21,
“jumped” is printed s a dissyllable, while
again 15 accented as follows, a-gain, But
in nothing is the book so original as in the
small-talk department;as witness this: *‘It
is very nice to see a squirrel eatinga put.”
If, however, in the edition now passsing
through the hospital, Mr, Gage will employ
the services of a nursery girl, to supply
the small talk, the books will be a credit to
his house, Another feature about all the
Gage books is the absolute fertility in every
department; fertility in modes of spelling,
of pronunciastion and of interpretation,
Here for exumple : ““He (the squirrel) lays
up stores of nuts and acorns in all kinds
of nooks, and holes and corners, and these
he never forgets.” ‘I'he learner here is at
liberty to construe the passage into meaning
that the squirrel never forgets the ‘‘nooks,
and holes and gorners” where he has bid his
nuts and aeotws, or that he “never forgats”
the *‘outs and acorns.” We dont know
which is meant. ; does our reader ? On page
40 of “‘Reader 11.” there is a valuable con-
tribution given to natural history ; for there
the apnouncement is made that bats and
butterflies are birds. Here is the passage :
Mr. Gige and the editor are descanting
on “kites.”” “Chinese kites are of very
odd shapes ; they are made like big bats,
butterflies, owls, hawks and other birds '
This, howcver, is of most concern to the
sportsman, who needn’t go to Muskoka any
more, but may take his guo anywhere ouc-
side of the city and go shooting butterflics,
as there are millions of them, To cap the
climax of this lesson, it winds up with th/
stunning question, “Where is Chins,’
though the poor little -ehildren bave not
been told where itis,  On page 44 Canada
is provouuced Ca-na-da with the accent on
the Ca. Oon the same page the ante ard
post-mortuary condition of ‘bees s
thus exemplified : “Bees ofien die m
winter * and to keep them alive
the bee-keeper feeds them with melted sn-
gar,” That is to say, after the bees are
dead ““the bee-keeper fceds them with melte!
sugar” *‘ to keep them alive,” On page 48
there is a story about * The mother bear
and her two cubs,” and the scene is laid ‘‘in
a far-off northern land,” which said land af-
terwards turns out to have been a ‘‘sea
* * govered with ice.” And take this for
the perfection of Eoglisb; *‘ But though the
sea [that is, this *far-off northera Jand,"”]
was covered with ice, this white bear cfien
found holes in it.” That is to say, often
found holes in the sea, What an interesting
looking sea that must be! Oa page 50 we
are told of some men who saw a she bear in
the * quiet light.” Up north probably the
light is boisterous sometimes, The follow-
ing illustrates what becomes a matter of
taste sometimes; ¢ The two little cubs were
playing with each other in the prettiest waly
* * Lkoocking each otber down,” etc. 1i
somebody went and knocked down Mr.

such books would they consider the mode of
punishment the *‘ prettiest” ? It makes all
the difference whose ox is gored. Under
the heading *‘ Dogs,” we are told tLat the
‘‘sheep-dog or collie looks ufter the sheep.”
Since guards was tco near the maris, super-
intends was a word still better than ¢* lpoko
after,” Suppose the physician puts sn-
perintends iato the convalescent edition?
Oa page 59 Newfoundland is pronouaced
with the accent on New., What the fiith
wheel is to the coach in picturesqueness and
efficiency, got is to many English sentences
in which it is used, How beautifully Mr.
Gage uses it in a query on page 79: ** What
has he got under his arm ?” 1t only nceds
the addition of hadn’t onght to and didn’t
used to to make the gentence perfect. On
page 88 occurs a poem which the publisher
himself may understand, though it is doubt,
ful; and he is so proud of his little class
that he sets it down for their edification.
Fancy a liitle lisping child laying this to
heart :

“1 breathed a song in the air,

1t .11 to earth, I hnew not where;

For who hath gight so keen and strong

‘L hat 1t can follow the flight of song 7"
And fancy the aptness of this for a guile.
less little child: it is on page 105 :—

‘ Stay not for plessure when she fills

Her tempting beaker up.”

On page 126 occur two words at the head
of the lesson, ‘‘bribed” and ‘‘warrior,”
“Now,” said Mr. Gage and his editor when
making this lesson, *‘it strikes us that there
are in these two words the sum of four
syllables; though where the syllables be is
not so easy a question,” At length they
decided and here is how they did it, Two
syllables in bribed—brib'-ed—and two syls
lables in warrior—war’-rior—so that no
quarrel might arise between the two words.
When some one told Mr, Gage that bribad
had cnly one syllable, and that warrior
has three, he flew into a rage and wouldn’t
believe him, On page 136 begins ‘'Scrip-
ture Readings,” How obvious to the
little claes must be the parable of *‘The
Sower and the 8ced,”and how olearly they
will be able to grasp Luke ix, 46-48! We
do pot object to the use of scripture extracts
in the book, rather we highly approve of
them, but no end is to be gained by befog-
ging the child with parables,the application
of which he does not and canpot under-
stand, We have merely skimmed Header 11;
?u‘lt have pointed out perhaps its least de-
ects,

Will our readers take with us a flying
excursion through Reader I11.7 Before set-
ting out we may say that so far as the grad-
ing of the book is concerned it is a sort of
up hill and down dale, and is largely made
up of the extraordinary doings of cats and

>

doge, donkeys, asses, lious, foxes, rabbits,
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Gage and his north-sea editor for makisg:

horses, peacocks, ducks and bens, Lessons
on ull thes s we know are proper and highly
adapted for childien, but bow disgusted
will not the child become a8 he comes to
1ok for the animal he meets in life to do
the extraordinary things attributed to the
same creature in the book, It is the mix-
ing wup of fable with fact about the strange
doibgs of animals, that is pernicions; and
that forms the chief feature in Reader JIL..
Tn the lesion on “ Tea, Coffes, Sugar,”Mr,
Gage evidently pressed into his pervice some
edjor that he ciught 1 the barnysrd; ss
witness thesn expressions : ‘' The [tea]
plants are raised from seed;’ and on e
19, ¢ The [coffee] plants are raised from
seed and travsplanted,” On page 32 ocours
this line of verse ;:—

““T'he frog has changed his yellow vest.”

At the head of the lesson vest is defined
to mean waisteoat; so that the child will
mentally repeat :—

“The frog has changed his yellow walst-cont.”
On page 45 a pompous, overbearing baron
is described as a ** domineering rascal,” * A
very interestiog lesson is that on ‘‘ The
Goat,” page 65. Since a large portion of
our people are frequently exposed to
attack from goats, and since it is well
that the best means of defence in such em-
ergency should be known, we gladly repro-
duce Mr, Gage’s method of self-protection,
“If,” says Mc. Gage, ‘attacked by s goat
with his sharp-peinted horns, [that is tossy
provided he does not bring the blunt-pointed
ones into requisition.—J, E. C ] the proper
thing to do is to ‘seize him by the beard,
when he becomes at once as tame as a lamb,
assumes a downcast air, and bleats in a very
pitiful tone as if he were asking for mercy.”
Mr, Gage does not say what steps are nec-
essaryshould the goat approach from behind,
us he often does, and attack the victim un-
awares, Then we are told that after the
goat is killed his skin ‘‘makes capital
Jeather;” we are also told that a gert’smilk
“though rather peculiar in taste is very
nourishing and is good for sick people ”
Goats sre describid as *‘spleadid climbers,”
which means that they are briiliant climb-
ers, since splendid comes from a word mean-
ing to shire, *The goat,” also Reader I11
tells us, *“is ab'e to fortell bad weather,”
This is malicious and unfair beyond descrip-
tion towards our weatber propbets, Couldn’t
Mr, (Gage furnisha goat to the observatory?
Then they might do away with the entire
meteorological system, simply fastening the
goat on the top of the building. Oan plge
74 a teacher 18 represented as saying, as she
draws o figure on the blackboard, “Take
your slates and make me a square like this,”
That is to say the teacher wanted the chil-
dren to make a square ¢quare, not a round,
oval, or three-cornered rquare, as there are s
number of such squares. Oa page 78 we
are told of a lot of persons exposed to a bail
of **shot and shells;” aud on the same page
the word rep:tition has the accent on the
first syllable, ¢ Ducks and hens” is an ad-
wirable chapter, We can only call atten-
tion to the danger with which people are
wenaced by dacks, * They [she ducks]
are,” says the book, “not particular as to
their food, but swallow almost everything
that comes in their way.” Fancy bolting a
canoe, or a yacht, or the editor of Gage's
readers, We are told later on, on pags 84,
that ducks feed ‘‘precisely in the way in
which the whale feeds.” The word * cap-
ital’ is used on nearly every page, such as
“cipital leather” 66, *“capital swimmers”
82, *¢ capital oars” 85, and *‘ capital mem-
ory” 94, On 86 we are told that feathers
are u-eful for * stuffing pillows;” and on the
next page the word *‘ wastes” is made clear
by being defined as ¢ waste plicss” On
pege 94 we are told that horses ¢‘ zre also
able to think ;" on 95 that they *iob or-
rhards,” and on 97 “downy” is clearly de-
fined as meaning *‘covered wi‘h down,”
I'ne syllabication of ruddy on the same pige
stands thus; rudd-y. 02 page 102 a feeliog
chord is touched in speaking of the donkey.
1o the following guotation a philanthropy
is breathed forih 48 if there might be some
personal feeling in the matter: * The fact
14 that we have pever given the donkey a
chance, that we bave ill-tieated ic for so
many hundreds of years, i1hat we have
mada it much worse both in body and iu
temper than God had made it by vature.”
On page 127 the cry of the pescack is said
to scundj*‘ like the united mewir g of about
a thousaud cais ;" while it is also set up as
a weather-prophet, for *‘ the bird is said to
utter a harsh scream upon the approach of
1ain, so that it s:rves to some extent as a
guide to the weather,” On page 141 sn as-
tempt is made to introduce the subjscs jof
“jove” to the children, ss witness these
lines:

© ““And the waves have spread the sandy bed
That holds my love trom me.”

Readez 1V we have not time to do more
than .peep int).  On thesecond page of the
openipg chapter t'1» word prize occurs five
times ; on pa.c 1) we are told that the
beaver strikes the water with his tail to
give notice of approaching danger, though
he does pothing of the sort ; while in the
* qacstions” on page 21 it is a-ked, *“ How
do they gr,he heavere] use their tails in
building 7’ On page 40 we are told *‘ our
hands are reaily our fore feet,” a statement
which taken iz conucetion with onr uoted
pacsage refeirirg to the donkey on page 102
of Reader LI is suggestive, Oa page 43 we
are told that elepheuis are “‘greatly hunted”
for their fu:ke, avd on 45 we are toll that
‘¢ the tusks are made oui of ivory.,” We
suppose in thosze e:stern countriés they
have tusk factor'es ; and after mak-
ing & tusk—out of ivorv—he peo-
ple catch elsphants and pu: tusks
into them, Oy pige 84 in wiich there
are séveral perfect leiters, important i-
spelt with two n’s, Oa 86 we find this
s-atements ‘A poor prisover who was shut
up in a fortress once succgeded in making a
spider so tame that it wou!d come to him
whenever ke called it.”” This is a fib as any
boy who calis a spider,after a year's taming,
will find out, Oa page 105 there are some
letters left standing in  Moore’s *“Canadian
Boat-Song,” but the greater number are
dropped out, On page 107 there are some
unbroken letters to be found of those which
have not alsodropped out, Oa 108 weare told ;
“Foxes would have been long ago complete-
ly ex‘erminated in the more level parts of
our <ountry, had they not be u stric’y pre-
served,” The more level paits, Thaiis we
suppose out on our prairies; but we did not
know that they kad a fox law over there,
Now we would s1y that ‘‘our country” re-
ferred to Englund, on'y that Mr. Gige has
labelled his books “‘Canadian readers.” The
publitcher in maty places throagh his books
seems to have called the blacksmith into
requisition in setting the types ; and fre.
quent'y too it arranging the syllabigation,
n the word apparatus on pag 141 the accent
is put oo par; whi'e on the uext page huge

nads glare up like a carpenters bench in.a

rawiog room, Qo page 164 there is here
and there a perfect letter, but only a very
few.  Ua page 172 this couplet adorns an
extract from Dr. Grant’s book ;

“Where's the crowd that would not dare

Ta fight for guch a lazd ¥y’
Oa page 204 the blacksmith editor airs Lis
Latin by snnouncing that convinco means, I
¢spquer. In Browning's poem, pp. 211-214,
alot of trivisl, casy words are explained,
but nothing is said about the pronunciation
of Ghent, or Daffeld, To capture ‘‘holy
chureh” an yautterable chapter is given on
“Niagara Falls” by Archbigshop Lynoh,
An Irish bull of the highest type adorns
the opening page: ‘‘Presently sinking down
into the depths of his own nothingness, ke
gtands- ahsorbed gnd entraneced,” lao
“Aphorisins from Bhakespearc” several
quotations supposed to be lucid and terse
are given, w enlightened a small boy or

a little gitl would feel by getting this off
“by heart,” *“Time and the ghonr run

ﬂlrmﬂu roughest day.” Commentators
of have wrestled with this
quotation for nearly 200 years; and it is not
"m IBV H?vu suitable for an
en, . Oa 6 254, superstruoct!

set out in black g
the acoent on su, On

tters at the top, and has
274 we
read, ““In 1879 the Kn:ﬂo or came
to represent his foyal mother-in-law,”
This statement is timely now, as the coun-
try had been under the im that the
purqni;.:m bere in 1878, On page 282
ignore gets » new quantity, Mr, On
noutfices it ‘with'f a"lou{‘ on,the .ﬁll”yl
lable, On page?284° Saskatchewan is intro-
daced to the world without 8 “o,” On 289
the monosyllable spare flourishes with an
sccent, Oa page 295 omplo{odh intro-
duced to the world without s y; and
title is promounced tit-th. = On page
299 the class of innocent children sre fur-
nished with several scandals sbont the separ-
stion of Byron's father and mother, and the
domestic affair between Byron- and his
wife,  That surely is eminently suitable for
children, On 301 we are told that James
Russell Lowell was born in 1809, and was
appointed United States minister to England
in 1880, He would be a robust minister in
his seventy-first year, At page 317 we
have s list of “‘words often mispronounced;”
and we are told that the correct way to
pronounce casualty is, kazk.uesl-ti; while
on 320 the word z»logy is pronounced, zo ol
ji. ~ These original touches heighten the
suthority of Gages ““Book IV” as & pronoua-
cing guide,

“Reader V” is in ‘many respects fearfull
and wonderfully made. ’ln tpi:: preface oyl
this interesting book we are told that ‘‘Se-
lections from noted Cansdians have been
contipued.” That is to ssy that certsin
Canadians chosen from smong noted Cana-
disns may have been continued—
how is the rub—in the readers; or that
selections of scalps, bones or clothing may
have been made and contioued in the book,
On page 27 we sre told to ““Look at our
chalk clifis.” Sare enongh. Now jokin,
aside, if Mr, Gage has discovered any clulE
cliffs about Canada it is not fair that he

locked sway in himself. Of course, neither,
in this case, can he refer to England, for
No, V is labelled “Canadisn.” On page
31 were are told that one of the pyram!
*‘covered as much ground as Lincoln’s Inn
Fields,” & perfeotly intelligible statement,
inasmuch as there is not s Canadisn boy, in
Muskoks or elsewhere, who has not ‘seen
‘“‘Liocoln’s Ino Fields,” On 33 s lesson on
the ‘‘White ship’’ contsins this besusiful and
classical sentenca, *'Ie [William] had to go
to Normaody on business,” Ua psge 40
occurs & statement, marvellous at once for
its clearness and its accuracy. It is this:
‘‘Pistoles: Spanish gold coins of the value
of 17s.” That is to say that several ¢f them
msy, in the aggregate, be worth 17s. This
however is not what Mr.Gsge wishes to say;
but rather that Pistoles are "B'pznilh gold
coins of the value of 17s. cach ” Asa mat-
ter of fact & pistole is not equal to 17s,, but
is just two cents short o:% Then from
this out harbor is sometimes spelt with & u,
sometimes without it; and the same variety
is noticeable of color, favor, vapor, labor,
honor and sll words o! this ' elsss; while
in every cise analyzs is spels sedording to
Mr. Gage's plan with an s, as witness pages
38, 129, 134, 149, 155, 160, 166, 171, 179,
and so on to the end of the book, On page
73 we are told that s columbige is & dove-
colored plant, which shows |#Bat the range
of columbines in the editor's pots is not
very wide, On page 128 we sre told some-
thing sbont costard apn:.es: ““These cost 1s,
per 100 or about 12+, of < ur money.” Here
evidently Mr.  Gage has Mr. Rip
Van inkle into “his service, as *‘oar
money” now is dollars and cents. Of conrse
we igaore the supposition that *‘our money"”
means Eoglish money in & book intended
for Canadisn schools, Think of this for »
sentence for a Canadian boy. It is on page
162: “We have no mountains which are five
thousand feet high, and ¢insequently there
is no part of Britain which is eovered with
snow all the yesr round,” ‘Avthe foot of
page 166 the word - befall appears in italics
with oue I. Analyze is also misspelt on the
same page. . The tench is there s not o the
whole series of books one perfect psge. On
psge 183 the Canadisn. boy .is thus lucidly
informed of the middig-age state of Rome :
‘¢ During the middle ages Rome: * * sank
to the ¢izs of a filth-rate English town,”
It would never do td oompare it to some
Canadian oity, for the boy t might na-
derstand it, which would be u: onable,
On 192 we are told that *‘since 1870 the
seat of the capital has been removed to
Rome,” Now Florence'was the sest or place
of the cipital; hence we are to understand
that Florence was removed to Rome. How
did they ever getit there! And when they
got 18 there how did- they stow it awuy?
On page 242 ‘there ‘sre only two misspelt
words, ‘colonize ‘‘and  colonized. ' Oa 256
Mr, Gage rashiysays: “‘Exactness of state.
ment is the bigh intellectual virtue of per-
feot temperance,” -Conversely we guppese
that inaccuraey of statement is the high in-
tellegtual virtue of intemperance, Then
with this alteriative starinz us in the face
we turn to pagé 258 and rexd: “*We spent
£150,000,000 & year oa ‘alcoholic’ drinks.”
Mr. Gage must have contributed iargely to
the expenditure if he meant that ‘‘we” have
spent that much; of course assuming to
give a Oanadisn book ¢ the schools he does
not refer to England, Oan the next page we
read: “Captain Webb swam across the
English channel and employed no stimu-
lauts”—to row him, or tow him, or float
him we suppose is meant?! This whole
chapter on témperance looks as if atter
being put in type it was shaken in a bag;
and that then the impression was made.
See this for a beautiful sentence : *‘‘What
is not seen is much more, and is mach more
terrible,” which may also be said of the
remainder of the lesson, On page, 478 fer.
tilizing is put at the top, in large letters,
and is misspelt, On pages 280 and 281 the
same word is also misspelt. On page 287
avilizing is misspelt. ' Oo page 291 we are
told: “I'he two most famous things in
Egypt arej the Nile and the Pyramids;”
and it only requires Gage’s readers to mh
the third, On page 292 civilizing is again
misspelt, Qo 206 we dre told that ‘‘fetion”
is *'made-up story.” Thet is an intelligent
defioi'ion for readers who have been told
the O ign of Rivers. ©a page 815 -
nize 1 1s misspelt ; and on page 334 reesll
misspeln, The most interesting announce-
ment in the book is made on page 343,
Here 1t is: “Since Bismarck came igto
power, under the present emperoy of Ger-
many, * * ghe has bepn growing more and
more compact.” That is to say, Bismarck 1s
a woman after all, apd “she’’ is becoming
“‘more compact,” Surgly Mr,’ Gage does
not mean to insinuate that she 1 for
that is now tecome vulgar, ' Further down
on the same page we are told, “Now we
have only to grogs the little German ocean
to be at home again—in Eogland,” revealing
that after all it is ' about land Mr,
Gage's reader has been talking all the time
whed he says ‘“‘our country,” and not about
Canada, That is commendable and right,
What do Canadian boys want to know about
Canada? Itisin lhflwd they are inter-
ested, for there their future is, and $bere
they are to earn their bread. 'On page 348
!lr. (iags shows that variety is the spice of
life ; for the word harbor occurs four times,
and it is'spelt twice with 8 w and twice
without ir, Oa pege 450 a astate-
ment of yonsual “importance is made
to  wit,, that Noew Wcstminster is
‘the capital of " Brinsh Coiumbia,”
Now the British Columbisns themselves as
well as all of our geographies have bLeen
under the absurd impression that New

Westminster ig not the capital, so that Mr,

shounld keep the secret of 1heir whereabouts -
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Uage’s statement is timely and necessary to
set them right, On page 373 we are told
this : **Under the Manitobs act two sec-
tions ° ° has been set apart for the pur-
poses of education,” from which we sae that
the verb agrees with its nominative only—
sometimes, With all these ¢xcellences and
hundreds of others which we have not the
space to mention, it is not to be wondered
at that ‘‘ Gage’s Readers’” met with the ap-
probation of the Central committes, It is
to be hoped that the chosing of school
books and all other important edueational
affairs may neyer be taken out of the hands
of a body so honest and so’capable,

Since writing the above a copy of Gage's

Primer 1 and Il has cows into ecur hands. .

The first part is calied the first primer, that
is to say, the first first, siuce primer comes
from primarius, meaping the first, This,
however, is of little consequence, 'L'hat
with which we are most councerned is the
{)honetic perfection of this paragoaof a'book.

o the preface, this wicked litile book says:
“Oaly one power of siogle letters is used
7 % from pige 7 to 19 ineclusive,” Yet on
page 12 we find the word *“ what,” in which
the a is supposed to have thre same power as
in cat, ear, and bat Perhaps that is the Gage
way of pronouncing what—giving it the
ditch-water sound, Then on page 18 we
find another word with the same power of a
in it as 8 in cat, to wit, the word *‘ path.,”
Mr. Gage perhaps prefers this bog wash
sound, though nene of the dictionsry makers
do or any ove whospeaks Engiish correctly,
Oa page 18 occurs another word, the a of
which Mr, Gaige assures us has the same
power »8 the a in cat, to wit, the word
“after.” Now Worcester and all correct
pronuucers of Eoglish give thisaiter *‘a”
the iutermediate souad; but Mr, Gage. is
bent on the dish-water sound, What a para-
gon of phonetic excaltlence this little priiner
of fibs is{ The whole book is made in a
dull, suggy, flst way, as will be at once 'ap:
pareut when we say that there is only one
interrogatory in the whols book, and thatis
on page 29. The juterrogatory would make
the book tro 'ively and . child-talk like, and
natural; heneeit is diecarded for ‘“‘sieraer
stull,” On’ page 12 the word “QOh " ap-
pears, theo, Mr Gage telling us, having 51'1)8
same power 24 in fox, ox, ete. On page 17
occurs the word ‘‘to,” in which, Mr, Gage
also declares, the o has the ‘same power as
in ox,

Primer 11 is also folly vup to
the s‘andard of the Gage perfection.
In the preface we are told absut “‘tha sense
attached to each picture,” Now, there are
only five senses, and whioch of these has
Mr. Gage attached to each picture? Isit
smell, or sight, or hearing, or taste, or
toucht The public ought te know. On
page 21 Mr, Gage has s new way of syllab.
Jing “‘father,” This is how be does it: fath-
er, and it oceurs. twice on the. same page,
Elsewhere in the book (30 e. g.) it ?l fa-
ther, The children are to toss up for which
method they are to adopt, we suppose. On
page 26 money is syllabled in this original
snd intelligent fashion: mo-ney. And here,
pp. 45, 46, is Euglish for you, ‘‘He went in
ﬁuckly and found bis darling baby very sick,

o ran for the doctor, and he said s¢ had
s fever,”” Who said it} The father or the
doctor? Qn 82, sea-shore is byphened with
& dash and locks very besutiful. On page
63 Alice sppears, in one place, 2s s mono-
syllable, and in snother place as a dissyl-
lable, We ought not to close, per-
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baps, without saying that
should not he taught even to the
smallest child. On page 12 primer L,
we arétold, “‘The sun sees my boy,” There
is enough to say without filling the child
up with such absurd stuff as this, If there
wag any penalty attached to the Jeading
sstray of gbe- sud children, we might have
better books from Gage & Co.
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