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BORDER STATEplain faoo like sun*ne, and a character of 
sterling, cheerful lAiesty. In manner he 
was at once polish Wand hearty, and there 
was hardly a man* bis time more univer
sally respected. Ee was a politician, for 
sheer fault of oppdfcunity to be something 
more useful, a aoull adviser and fair de-, 
bâter, though not hfiiliant, or likely, o.Part 
from wealth and personal influence, $o be of 
striking use to hie party.

In the eyes of the maternal population of 
these islands Humphrey Frost shone with 
an almost sacred latter. There was one-or 
two better possible matches for marriage
able daughters, but only dSe o* two. And 
then Mr. Frost’s character was unimpeach
able, which was more than could be said 
for all hie compeers. He had kept no 
occult establishment by the side of silver 
Thames, maintained no stud and owned no 
sporting colors. He had always been cheer
fully serious, and without being the least 
little bit of a milksop had led a life curious-

Cre and free from blame for an unoc- 
1 man who had the handling of vast
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one which had not at some time or other 
been employed upon him, but be had never 
been entangled by so much as a feather. 
The world of matrons desperately resigned 
itself to let him alone. 
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Mr. Frost and Lady McCorquodale were 
friends of long standing, and Mr. Frost’s 
father had been an early patron of the 
lamented bishop’s, having presented him 
with his first living, so that there was a tie 
of friendship between the two houses. 
Outside the magnificent egis of Lady Mc- 
Corouodale. Mrs. Brotherlek was socially 
an inconsiderable person, and she knew 
nothing, except at second and third hand, 
of Erost’u impregnability to matrimonial 
assult. Her motherly bosom fluttered when 
she learned that he wad In her house, and 
had actually consented to stay to luncheon.
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