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padian Troops Won Their
spurs When Boers Were
Routed at Paardeberg

diers From the Dominion Fought Well
and BI‘Ought GlOI‘y tO The]r Record 11 | than those entrusted with its fulfill-
the Action of 29 Years Ago.

By DOUGLAS EPPES.

for The Canadian But before it was disbanded, seven

) months later, it had made history.

s ago on Feb. 18, A’ LENGTHY TREK.

taggered into It had marched from . Graspan to
a forced night Pretoria, with many an incidental ex-
he second in tWo - cursion in the course of that 620-
the action which' mile trek to the Transvaal capital; it
s later on the an- had taken part in four  general en-
Day with the un- gagements and forty days fighting
Jder of General Piet without tasting the bitters of a re-

4000 fighting Boers.. verge; it had done this for the most

ts casualty list run- part on half ratioms, including water
1,800 mark, has been gllowance, in a Iand where the heat is
ic contests of the tropical in intensity; and by the time
the battle dead it had reached its goal, battle casual-

ir tens of thou- ties and sickness from the twin

{ to the Canadian its scourges—enteric and ~ dysentery—
n has special signifiz had reduced its original strength of

that it was the first that number. On that far-off Sunday

ich a unit raised and offi- morning in February nearly a quar-

ntry battled along- ter century ago, the brigade’s job was
ry regiments over- to plug the line on each side of the
the Empire. The sinuous Modder River and compel the
h played the stellar. surrender of Cronje, who overnight
the downfall of the had flung himself into the deep dongas

r fighter, was almost
composition for it
a West of England

Battalion of Duke
ht Infantry; a Scot-
1st Battalion of

: a Midland‘ bat-
Shropshire Light

st but not least, the
f the land of the
Canadian Regiment.
ts leader, Brig.-Gen.
Dorrien—the same
10 commanded the
se dark fateful days of
1istoric retirement
organization, the

1 no lengthy history

that ran criss-cross from'the river’s
steep bank, there to give battle. It
was daybreak when /ghe brigade ar-
rived, footgore, hungry and craving
sleep. But rest was 'of short duration.
Already, Briton and Boer were at

death grips, and Smith-Dorrien’s com--

mand made a welcome reinforcement.
With the exception of three companies
of the Cornwalls which went to the
support of the Highland Brigade, the
Nineteenth crossed the river and
went into action. hereafter as the
scorching African sun made its
traverse of the heavens, fleld guns
! pounded Cronje’s force, pom-pom and
| pifie fire beat over it; but the burgh-
ers stood firm. Their position was

its baptism of fire, ) well chosen, admirably adapted for

ad been only formed | defensive purposes and they were
ore, its birthplace, | cunningly entrenched. And so the

at Maple Leaf| day wore on without the khaki line

of the Free Suate,} recording any,. material progress,

the pentton.

been his plan to snap up C,wuuq

at one mouthful and then push on to
Blomtonwln anl end the war bef
£h ‘I.hdytmlth area. But as m
fterngon dragged om, he saw him-
self no nearer to the awom»lhhmnt
f his ‘purpose than he had been aty
dawn. He decided on action—nw;ﬁ,
and forceful. Summoning Colonel Ald
worth, D.S. 0., the officer commanding
ﬁe Duke of  Cornwall’s Light In-
“fantry, who up to then had been on.a
kopje far south of the river, he direct-
ed him to take four of his companies,
none of which had yet been blooded
in the struggle, cross the river, and
agsault the position with the bayonet.
Colonel Aldworth was charged with
the task of communicating this de-
cision to the troops on the south side
of the Modder. The D.C.LI com-
mander informed Colonel, now Major-
General, Otter, who led the Can-

! adians, of this order. It is not on re-

cord that Aldworth informed the
Gordon’s colonel, personally, though
a sergeant of the Cornwalls was de-
tained for this purpose. It was an
impossible task., None knew it better

ment. Between them and that laby-
rlnth of rifle pits and trenches and
deep sandy dongas—some of them
eighty feet in depth—intervened a
level stretch of sunscorched veldt as
devoid of cover as a bald fnan’s head.
But they attempted it—those six
companies of Canadian and four com-
| panies of Cornwalls. Cheerily they
fixed their bayonets and started on
that mad adventure.

BOER BULLETS.

As soon as the thin irregular line
of khaki revealed itself over the pro-
tecting ridge, a furious holocaust of
leaden hail beat upon it. On that on-
rushing wave was concentrated the
fire of 4,000 rifles in the hands of the
best marksmen in the world—at 500
yards range. Smitten as though by a
tempest of aerolites, the line was
broken, reformed, pushed omn again,
broken once more, staggered on for
another few score yards—and then
lost its momentum, or more properly
speaking was smashed. Colonel
Aldworth was one of the first to
tall. Hit in the ankle, he crawled on
perhaps tenm yards when he 'was
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for a good smoke should not go to the to-
bac¢co. Men soked pipes centuries before
modern tobacco in tins was dreamed - of.
They changed their blends too, occasionally
—always seeking a-tobacco a trifle more
suited to their taste.

Now you may already be 99 p.c. pipe-happy.

The purpose of Edgeworth is to give you

the additional one per cent. that makes com-
plete plpe-smoklng satlsfactlon
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struck again fatally. He . died a full
twenty yards ahead of his men. He
was blamed, but wrongtully, for
initiating the order to charge. It is
the truth that the order was not of
his issuing; it came from Lord
Kitchener. The Canadians suffered
heavily. There was little or no cover,

.and to take shelter behind one of the

And others still “carry on,” proud of
the fact that in those early days of
Empire unity they heard the call—
and answered it.
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in the opening prayer of Chaplain | this condition to

J. R. Kader. [mth a supplicatloﬁ
Parts of the prayer which drew ‘ guide the lawmaka

fire were: “greed might be o

“Our courts are corrupt; God has|tice done among:
been expelled from our churches; our Memberg of the
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anthills whlch ‘pere- and ' there dotted
the veldt a furious volley which in-
variably ended in the ‘annihilation of .44 House of Representatives adopt- | exorbitant prices; 4
the anthill and the déath ‘of the men o4 to-day a resolution of censure, ex- bursting with money.” resolution, which¥ jrdered to be
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the “Human Sieve.” ' No one will dis-
pute his right to the _honourably
earned title, Here also ‘Lieutenant
James ‘Mason, now Colonel Mason,
President and General Manager of the
Home Bank, sustained severe wounds
.and earned his D.8:0--And here, also,
though earlier «in the - day, - Captain
"Arnold of Winnipeg received a mortal
wound; and many, - another gallant
soldier.

, ON IAJ'UBA' DA!. :
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five o’clock, and it was: th _last effort
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