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St. John Chrysostom

John, afterwards known as Chrysos-
tom, or goldén tongue, was born at
Antioch, about:347,-the son of .Secun-
dus, a military officer and  Anthus a
Christian. His father. died while H¥
was still a very young man, but his
mother gave him. excellent Christian
training and a spTend!!d education.

He studied rhetoric under the ac-
complished teacher Libanius, who
afterwards, on being asked to name
his own successor, replied, “John
would be the fittest if the Christians
had not stolen him.”

For friend he had St. Basil, who
wished to retire to a monastery and
begged Saint Chrysostom to accom-
pany him. Howeéver, as his mother
was bitterly opposed to this course,
they abandoned the idea but continued
a diligent reading of the scriptures
and the practice of monastic asceti-
cism.

In 374 Basil was consecrated bishop,
but Chrysostom, although he too had
been spoken of for the office, manag-
ed to evade the burden. He continued
to. live in cenobitic “tabernacles” and
afterwards as a hermit in a cave, un-
til his health gave way, and he was
obliged to return to Antioch, where
he entered the ministry. -

He had not been here very long
when the citizens, incenged by an im-
crease in the taxes, levied in 387, rose
in rebellion and destroyed the brazen
statues of the emperor Theodosius and

calm the people preached a memor-
ble set of sermons which he called

ed the populace. Eventually the Em-
mMonedthepwplootAnthch
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claimed his right to interfere, defam-
ed them as sorcerers and heretics,
and further concocted a scheme. ro
punish Chrysostom for what he term-
ed his interférence.

All the courtiers and the wordly
among the clergy desired it, for their
tempers rebelled against John's godly
discipline, and the example of his own
self-denial, was a protest .against
their selfindulgence. His great re-
putation as an orafor and preacher
had caused a good deal of jealousy.
The Empress Eudoxa, angry with
Chrysostom because of some sermons
hé had preached against pride, jein-
ed his enemies as did Asaciues, Bishop
of Benurhoea, who had heen pwvld
ed with a poor lodging fin the city by
Chrysostom. '

It was finally decided to hold a
council at a suburb’ of Chalcedon,
called “The Oak.” Thirty-six bishops
attended.

Twenty-nine charges were advanced

against the patriarch. Some were of

open violence, that he had beaten and
chained a monk, had struck a man in
church so as to draw blood, and then
had offered tho_ lwrlﬂe,. Others were
of evil speaking; he had said his
clergy “were not worth threepence”;
he had accused three deacoms of hav-
ing stolen his pall. He was also
M’-gnd with misconduct in his office;
sold church furntture, had been
careless in. eon!crlnc orders; he was
unsociable, was: irreverent Ain charch,
and ate wafers while sitting on his
throne.
Otcmutheuehammm
gross eéxaggerations or- mﬂmat in-
ventions. .
This eoumll pronouneed him con-

tmacious and deposed him, requesting
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(persecutors, but eventually was per-
suaded to depart secretly; he called
his friends to prayer; kissed them,
bade farewkll, and desired them to
submit to a new bishop.

On June 20, 404, he crossed over to
Bithynia, and at the same time a fire
broke out which consumed the cath-
edral and the palace aof the senate.
-Not long after the Empress Eudoxia
bore a dead child and expired.

Chrysostom repaired to Cucusus, in
Armenia, where, although in poor
health and suffering greatly he con-
tinued the work of a good shepherd.
Here he remained in exile for three
years, when his enemies dreading his
influence on the people of Antioch who
often came to visit him, procured an
order for his removal to Pityus on the
shores of the Black Sea, an outpcst
fortress of the Empire. During the
three months’ journey the little party
halted at the Church of S. Basisliscus,
a short distance from Cornovan, in
., Pontus and that night Chrysostom had
a vision in which the martyr Basilis-
cus appeared to him and said, “Cour-
age, brother John, to-morrow we
shall be together.”” In the morning
the suffering saint begged to be allow-
ed: to remain in the church umtil noon.
‘But it would not be, and the journey
.commenced again when after travel-
ling for about four miles he was so
evidently dying that they returned to
the church.

There he asked for white garments
‘and exchanged them for thosc that he
wore. He was still fasting and re-
ceived the Holy Communion, doubtiess
tmm the priest of the parish church,
offered up his last prayer, added his
usual ﬂmnhglﬂn: “Glory to God for
all things,” and sealed it with a final
agen. ‘Then he qtplred ‘He was bur-
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