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Invaders of Italy Faced |
Wlth ‘VIenace of Drowmng

éd by 1 talidn Engne ersQ-QOpe A p-

peals to Central Powers For Obser-
vance of Civilized Warfare sl

Italian Headquarters in Northerh Italy, Thursday, Nov. 15.— (By the Associated
Press)—The flood gates of the Piave and Sile Rivers, northeast of Venice have been

opened by Italian engineers.

The action of the Italians in opening the flood gates of the Piave and Sile Rivers
probably means an attempt to drown out the Austro-German forces which crossed
the Lower Piave several days ago at Grisolera, about 17 miles northeast of Venice. The
flooding of the triangle formed by the two rivers and the Adriatic also probably would
make ineffective any German attempt to debouch in force against the right flank of the
Italian army along the Piave. South of San Dona di Piave the Sile and Piave Rivers
are very glose together and near here flood gates were constructed to hold the rivers in
check so as to protect the Venetian lagoon. On both sides of this triangle the land is at

EXPECTS C1 VILIZED WARFARE OF HUNS
Rome, Thursday, Nov. 15.—Pope Bene dict has asked the governments of the Cen-
tral Emplres to instruct their mlhtary auth orities operating west of the Isonzo to fol-

low the rules of international law in respeeting the lives and property of civilians and
in the protection of women and children, the clergy, hospitals, churches, bishops’ pal-

or below sea level.

aces and presbyteries.

. The Pontiff also has ordered the papal nuncios at Munich and Vienna, if neces-

sary, to appeal personally and directly to Emperor Wllham and Emperor Charles to
obtain the fulfillment of his wishes.
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ity to-day to see
front, and the
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ienemy -had succe
small partieg ‘across the river at two
points, and -whea the . holding or
breaking of the P%;e line promised
to bring the whole
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Together With Italian General Staff Made
g Piave Battle Line, Where Nation’s

Destiny Hangs in Balance F
i Wire: . |althoug

ters ‘in Northern
ovember 14 (By
g)—The Italian
he first opportun-
he Pi,;ve battle

corresmdent was
among the’ first four . eivilians au-
thorized to take the trl’

It came
ment when  the
ed in - getting

ue into the bal-
some extent for
An officer from
ff was in charge

of the party,~which gave: it free ac-
cess through ‘the rear lines. to ‘the
Piave, where the ¢hief points along
the 30 ‘miles:$f fromt were visible
and a view obtained of ‘the whole
range of the- g{pnﬂr rations:, .
Some ten miles from . the
river the rTesyH

through solid mi of*ftmps coming
‘land going to. !

to the rear

tired, but' iotﬂshoamned ““Those
going forward & reil ‘resoitite and
some were singi " Refugees afoot.
and in ox-¢arts erovded the. fields

although further on it was so nar-
row that it was difficult 'to believe
a desperate foe could be restraimed
by such a barrier even in the face of
the Italians’ heroic resistance. Across
the river five small villages now held
by the enemy, could be seen. Houses,
churches and towers stood out plain-
ly. These were on the plain border- !
ing the east bank for a half mile
back, - where the foothills§ rose to
high hills .on- which-the German and
Austrian batteriés were located. The
cannonade had now become heavy
and continuous, and bursts of smoke
from the hills on the other side of
the Piave marked the line of the
en'amy’s batteries.

The route now turned along the
west.bank of the river, where long
lines of" peaceful villeges had been
transformed suddenly by terror af |
the enemy bombardment. ‘The towns:
peopla -were hastily - gathering their
belongings together and the wemen
and children seemed tarrified as they
hurried away from tha sound of; the
guns.. The party groups of
‘“Arditi”’. which indi th;t the
fighting ground  was set
Arditi is the Italjan wotg-
and they are men
risk everything
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Socialist Government for Russia Sug-
gested, Which Would Quell Revo-

Amnesty to Rebels

Though Excludmg Them From Gov.

~ N\ {

London, Nov. 15.—An attem pt to negotiate for the creation of 2
a- So¢ialist Government in Russia and the postpmt of a rail- "

Tuesday. The
ers offered the Bolsheviki the following basis for an

First—The

searches and arrest.

fm'!

The negotiations for the armistice colhpsed bmq M
the Bohhevlklagued to- thqterms. the! Socialists. i

diaarnhg of the Red Guard; second--the
_of the control of the Petrograd garrison to the mﬁw
—the cessation of military operations—and, incunsilm ﬁe
acceptance of these terms; fourth—full guarantee that Kerensky's -
army wonldbemeonlyoneentetlng\l’euoguduld :
a srlngle shot; fifth—the army would " abstain = from ¢

- ngt_fire
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_Thursday, Nov 15.—(By the Associated Press)—Venice is now almost
¢ been-redueed fyrvm e

usual 160,000 to 20,000, - Despite |

*"!!E't
the proximity of the enemy lines at the mouth of the Piave. River and the unsuc-

cessful efforts the Austro-Germans have made to take the long triangle between the
mofiths of ‘the Piave and Sile Rivers, the remnant of the population is ealm.

The city may not be defended in case of an attack in order to spare the monu-
ments and art treasures. The Mayor of Venice, who is a descenidant of the Doges and
a Chamberlain to the Queen of Italy, ann ounced to-day that he would remain at his

post.

The otitward appearance of the city is very desolate,: mueh like, when the:Aus-
trians made their last descent upon it more than fifty years age: All 'the main hotels,
cafes, factozles “and jewelry and glass shops patronlzed by tourists are closed. The
hotel Royal Raniele, on the Grand Canal remains partly open, and two well known
cafes on the Piazza of St. Mark, the Florian and Quadri are still open. There is nothing

open along the Lido.

The city anthorities are fur-
nishing trains and ships to take
away any of the rem; g
population who.wish to go. The
best kiiown: centres, such as the
Rialto bridge, St. Marks Square
and the Square where the gon-
dolas are hiFed dre now désert-
ed, except \li a few stragglers.
There aré féw shops open, and
they are goods at any
price to save them from passing
into the enémy hands. There has
been much activity outside ,the
lagoon and  yesterday several
guns bombarded the enemy posi-
tions_ at the moutn of the Piave

. River.

Some foréign consuls remain
but :most others residing here
temporarily have 'gone. All the
palaces dlorig the Grand Canal
are ‘¢losed and the occupants
have ‘gone though' a few moble
families and some descendants
of the Doges remain with the
firm purpose of not abandoning
the city muder any circumstanc-
es. All the government  of-
fices” havée been removed out-
side the- city, but the govern-
ment- préfect, Count Cioia, re
mains at his post. . .

Vienna, Wednesday, Nov. 14
—(via London, Nov. 15)—Aus-
tro-Hungarian . ' ge head-
quarters wduy issned the fol-
lowihg statemen:

“Yesterday-our troops entered

ER BULLETIN
| . Toronto  Nov.
16— A depression
is developing qui-
skly off the Nova
Scotian coast while
pressure remains
#in the interior of
the continent. A
few light showers
have occurred near
Lakes Erie and
Ontario, otherwise
1the weather in
JCanada kas been

Forecasts
Moderate nor-
s e~ thrwest winds, fair
to-day and; eft’ Saturday and con-
tinued mild. v »

“army of master of

Feltre and Fonzaso. On both
sides of the Smgana valley the
ordnance,
Count Scheuchensteul, has great-
ly extended the results we ob-
tained in the last few days. Our.
divisions captured by storm, af-
ter having taken Monte Lon-
gara, two days previously, seve-
ral defensive works east of As-
iago and an armoured work on
Monte Hisera. The allied (Teu-
tonic) fighting forces are battl-
ing against the Italians and are
now on enemy territory from
the Adriatic to Monte Pasubio.
On the Ledrosse our thrusting
troops drove the enemy out of
two advanced posts during which
prisoners and machine guns fell
into our hands.

‘‘Eastern and Balkan theatre
—There is nothing of import-
ance to report.”

THE SITUATION.

Embattled for the protection
of Venice and Lombardy, the It-
alians have opened the flood
gates of the Piave and Sile Riv-
ers, northeast of Venice, to keep

in check the Austro-German -

force which has crossed the
Piace near Brisolera. In at-

tel to inundate. the trian-

g'l’e apex is -near San Dona
di, Viave, the Italians hope to
prevent any enemy imovement to
flank the right” - of: the
Italian army along “the Piave.

North of the Adriatic the
Piave and Sile Rivers are con-
nected with camals' running
at or below sea level and which
stretches for many miles -along
the Adriatic from Venetian la-
goon. With the rivers allowed
to flow unchecked it would ap-
pear to make Austro-German ef-
forts in this region harron of re-
sults,

In the mountains between As-
iago and the Piaye, &e great
pressure of the in has not
brought great results. On the,
Asiago plateau the Italians are
straightening -~ out ~their line
gradually, and. it is here that

. y ik 9
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_however, apparently have not
been of great strategic value and
the danger of thet Piave line be-
ing outflanked, although still
present, probably has not be-
come serious enough to cause

any changes in the Italian plans.
The Teutonic pressure between
the Sugana valley and the Piave
is very strong, but the Italians
have been abie to check violent
attacks at various points along
the sector

Fresh Anstro-Gennan at-
tempts to cross the Piave have
been rendered futile by the Ital-
ian defense. The Italians are
holding in check those troops
which crossed near Zensore and
in the marsh land mnear ' the
Piave, the invaders had been
unable to make any progress in
the face of Italian counter-at-
tacks and artillery fire previous
to the opemning of the flood
gates.

The greater portion of .the
population of Venice has left
that city from which all portable
art treasures also have been re-
moved. The city, whicli is now . .
biit a scant:17 miles from the
battle line, may not be defended
in the t of an attack, in or- -
der to spare the moauments and
art treasures thatrm.inthere."

VICTORY LOAN: RALLY

A grand patriotnc rally is being ar-
ed for Brantford, to take place
onday evening next at the Ta-

bernacle, that building not being
used -on Mondays for revival meet-
ingd,~ There haye been all too féw

‘patriotic meetings in Brantford, and

this one is being arranged by | the
Vietory Loan committee. A big par-
ade will precede the meeting, start-
ing from the Market street depot at
7.45 -and 'will consist of military fea-
tures, the Great War Veterans, the
A.R. club, the Victory Loan teams,

Dufferin Rifles band, and possibly a]ad

British tank. For the meeting @&
splendid program has been arranged,
t.he prlncipal speaker betng Lit.-Col.

and roads,

; safety from this extrem

where Pomﬁu . was. @b‘o‘fn wu

suddsl on the enemy.

small cross-road’ churéh marked . the
vlace where W used o he a curate
before his elevation {8 the papacy.
An air raid took plaeeas the party
passed near the churc¢h. Five shots
were fired, but’the raider gofaway.
Knots of- soldiers filled the’ streets
and villages as they stood gazing at
the black pall of smoke in the east.
‘| At the outskirts of the villagesthere
were “long low lines~of Chevaux-de-
Frise ready -to’ obstruct infantry
rushes. Along the road toward the
front, military telegraph lines were
strung on' the tops of bushes'as there
had been:no time to erect poles. The
first stop was made at Asole; . ten
miles back from: the river where the
ancient castle to which:'Queen Cath-
erine of Cyprus retired: on her abdi-
cation, located on a high hill. gave a.
commanding view of the whole pano-
rama of the ‘battle. front, The climb
to the castle was 700 feef, and from

| this eminence spread out a ‘peaceful

plain to the west and the battle line |

‘| to the east.

The Piavie lay strdght ahead It
appeared rather wide at this point,

Is Taking Place With The
Liberal Executive

. The delegates “appointed at last
night’s meeting went into session
to-day with the Liberal executive. A
‘Courier reporter who was on hand
.'was tendered the request to with-
draw. At this writing (2 p.m.) the
.confab was still on.

Mayor Bowlby refuses absolutely
to retreat from  his stand taken at
Jlast night’s “independent’”, or as it’
later turned: out to be, Laurier Lib-
leral meeting. ~~“When' interviewed
by the Courier this morning he reiter-
ated his determination to adhere to
the conditions he made: a.nd emphat-
Lically declared,

- “I am mnot’ xolng 1o buds e;-a. par-
‘ticle. I I cannot be nominated on
.the princteles I have enunciated, I

'will' not stand.” I stand upon that
platform and no other It it s not
sufficient to' obtain ‘enough votes:to

elect me, I don’t want to be qlected.-"

J.'G. Wright, commanding officer of
the 169th’ Battalion: Lt.~Col. ‘Wright
has: just returned from tlie trenches;
and has’the maest thrilling sfories: to
tell of. the work, of, i angdians  in
all the big fights. In addition, there
will be some" sphndid mausic, a mov-
ing picture, m a couple of short

dresses.  This will be a capital|,
chance to have & ‘big cheer, and citi-

Zens ate uked lo tu'rn out ln great
crowds S A s b X
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The| ‘wem

| vantage the correspondent looked

bean ‘transformed it : orary
field hospyitals an ted

‘provised signs. ioldlm neur on
house were car g flowers, whieh
looked like gaiety, but others sold-
iers who followed iwith @& . funeral
wreath, made it look"™ mon like
‘death. There were ambulanges alony
the road, but no sign - 7 g
Batteries and field gung ‘Wi
moving down to the rivers:
green bows screening the
whole” western bank of

lined with beautiful vi
tensive parks. 'i‘
reached a village three jmile ,"
the Piave line and the ® “'1
continuous. As the army ayto:
came up the road to the y .
tion a shell burst squarely ip the
road, 100 yards ahead.

“They are shelling the rmﬁ" Baid
the escort as he wheel tua’ auto-
mobile behind the station, .where
| groups of soldiers were croug
the doorways. One of th& fra
of this shell came whi _tow
the station and buried !tgg“ !'n the
wall. -

A soldier led the waM ough a
thicket up the side of & hill,. where
an Italian observation post had been
established and from this ,oint of

out on the long lines on m banks
of the river. The town ~Vidor
now held by General vonm . nelow's
German troops, was just ps the

and a big |German _ sausage-balloon
was insolently hanging ‘“over the
town observing the work of Italian
batteries. The Campanile of Vidor
wag distinctly visible and with field
glasges: several men could be seen
moving about on the outskirts of ths
town. How this could be with such
shelling going on was difficult to un-
derstand. The advantage the Ger-
mans had at this point-was. evident
as the hills rose back of the town,
giving them a screen for their batter-
ies which played on the It in,
the plain on the eastern side of the
river.

- Again the route tumed sdnthward
along.the river. At one ﬁmt .the
party passed one ot those regi-
ments of eavalry which - as - a|

army retired to the mtqu bank of
the Piaye. The cavalry horses had
been tethered in a vinm r¢, “All the |,
vi.neynrda. haystaeks hered
‘crops are being uertﬂeu!
present 'emergency N@mr
the roa‘;ls were full - :

eople hu g away’

?ul l;ammet on’the ﬁop‘&! .

s, carried ‘on ‘carts &

".'l‘he actual river bank was “now
near and the escort gave & meew
warning of rifle and e gun
fire in. addition to shmp;wl from
'the batteries. The - : je

on the river's edga
complet.ely as the yp

nea to Russi

. adopted July 31.

river from the point of observation |

rearguard, while the main Italian i

Moscow_ expires to-day.

Strike in Finland.

Stockholm, Nov. ,16.—A ‘general
strike has broken out in Finland.
Railroad communication from - Tor-
has stopped entirely.
A train- lea Petrograd Wednes-
day morning, was permitted to come
through, but the train leaving Tor-

1 L mea. Thursday morning is now held

at, Uleaborg.' Telegraphic communi-
ca.tion across Finland still is broken.
‘The strike is due to the refusal of
the ‘bourgeois parties to acknowi-
edge the law of Finnish sovereignty
The railway men’s
union has not yet joined the strike.
A rumor has reached Haparada
that Premier Kerensky has retired
from Gatchina.
Buelow Coming Back?

Copenha.gen, Nov. 16.—The Ger-
man crown prince recently had a

long conference with Prince von Bue-{!

low, the former imperial chancellor,
at the Prince’s Berlin hotel. All the
Berlin newspapers make note of the
convérsation and some comment on
the crown prince’s call and the
prince’s candidacy for hig old post as
being a noteworthy event.: Undoubt-
edly it is a little too early to accuse
the~erown prince, whose visit to Ber-
lin was accounted for by the christ-
ening -of his youngest daughter, ds

es
.\ , the despatch addb. that there is
fighting throughout that dt; Airplanes are participating on -
sides and there have been numervuns casualties. The armistice at

over-thrower of chancellors.

Prince von Buelow is believed m
be in accord with the crown prinée :
regarding Germany’s political and
war objectives, while Chancellor voh
Hertling, is exponent of a poncy fo
which the erown prim:e is oppo!ed

ADVERTISING DRAWS YEAKQ
AFTERY/ARD.—That the result,

_lfrom rnewspaper advertising do not

ce; coming after the ink om 'ﬂ;o

paper dries is shewn by the t-;r.t‘.
t three letters were received at
tite ' Burlington Railroad imml
tion office last week Irom a news:
paper advertisement that was prln'.-
ed four years ago und has not
duplicated since that time. All the
letters were asking about Neb!‘aska
fomesieads and the “key” numbér
in them showed chem to be answeiry
to a 1911 advertiscment, Two weeks
-ago an answer was received to  an

again attempting to play the role of | five years ago.

advertisement that was publishal

UNIONIST

MEETING!

Friday, November 16th, 8 'p.m.
Victona Ha]l Y W C A

leeral, Conservatlve énd Labor

Lad1es and Gentlemen,—

.. A sincere invitation js extended to all su
ters of the Union Admlmstratlon whose chie “pur- .
pose is . :

m— - -

WIN "THE WAR!

(Con;muad ;on 3
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