THE MONETARY

BRYCB. -e-lflll(‘l & co

30 BALES (_l,500 rieces) GREY COTTONS,
of all grades,

|0 CASES (300 rieces) WHITE COTTONS,
of all grades. .

G BALES 68 and 72 in. GREY SHEETINGS,

Prarx Axp Twirren:

The above are just to hand, being purchascd wheon L
market was ot the low point

VALUE VERY SUPERIOR.

COTTON AND LINEN GRAIN BAGS.

Oflice-34 Yomge Strect, Toromte.
AXD

Wist Rearsr Sreeer, Graseow, SCOTLAND,
BRYCE, McMURRICH & CO.
Toronto, December 8, 1870 82-1y
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MUNICIPAL TAXATION.

Assessment Act is again
slature

The Municipal
to occupy the attention of the Legi
of Ontario this session.
are, and have long been—perhaps always
—various classes and kinds of property
exempted from taxation. Within the last
few years there has been a growing dis.
position in the public mind ‘to challenge
these exceptions from liability to bear muni-
cipal burthens. Already there is a propogi-
tion before the House to abolish, at one
stroke, all the exceptions ;’'a proposition
which is sought to be supported by the gen-
eral principle, that all persons should bear a
share of public burthens proportioned to
The principle is sound,

At present there

their means. when
applied to the general burthens of the com-
monwealth ; but can it be applied in the way
proposed ! For the unsophist cated, appar-
ent simplicity has irresistible charms. DBut
it will often be found, on examination, that,
what  at _first sight looks most™simple, is
really most complex ; what to the superficial
observer seems the mos! rigid justice, is
really the, very reverse.

There can hardly be a question that the
exemptions which have grown up in the As-

ses:ment Act, are too numerous, and some

of them altogether unjustifiabl But, such
as they are,"successive Jegislatures have in-
sisted on wretaining thew. They cannot all
be swept pway without raiging questions of

l'— —— —

the limits of t!& power of municipalitics to
raise taxes, and almost certainly causing the
bill, which shogld so deal with them, to be
disallowed. Fégr instance, among the excep-
tions are Provincial and Municipal Deben-
tures. What would be the effect of placing
a municipal tag' on provincial debentures !
It would be tagq»rvci;\tc these securities in
the market to the extent of the tax ; and this
would be equgl to the Provinece making a
subvention to all' municipalities. The taxing
of municipal debentures would depreciate
these securitigs ; and the result would be
that the munfipalities would lose,
way, all they Sml” gain by the tax
being put to tife cost of collecting it, so that
ou the whole, lose

in this
; besides
in reality they would,
more than th&\ would g
tion.

Clerical mc‘mw parsonages and grounds
adjoining, (]mf(hu and the salaries of the
officers and Mr\ ants in the Public Depart-

zain by the transac-

ments &t Ottawa and Toronto, are the except-
ed items to which most objection has been
taken.  In reghrd to the first class of these
subjects the lgw has sometimes been btretch-
ed beyond it; true intent. Persons .who
have been or lmnul ministers, at some period
of their ln\m but whose incomes are not
derived from Ihe service of the altar, have
claimed the exemption ; and others have de-
mandedl it, i§ respect to private property,
which ‘was neger intended to be exempted.
The gemeral 23111'15 of the community has,
up to & very gecent period, sanctioned the
smalléer exemption. Clergymen are a class
f; crsons

some inv'.nl:«;:c'. Railroad and steamboat
companies v'f‘r'l cArTy
duced " fares.! It has
the governmept, with the consent of all, to
make frec

kinds, where ‘it

to whom mos are inclined to make
them free or at re-
been customary for

grapts of sites for churches, of all
had land : though this has
not been don@ with any kind of uniformity.
The republicgn

city of Chicagp, is, not less than ourse Ives,

’

and not speciully religious

¢uilty of the gmial le weakness of exempting
churches frogh taxation. Perhaps we in-
»

herit thi tice from those times when
herit this pEpclice L 1 hose times

the clergy ¥h~ﬁl a large part of all the Ia
England ; anfl the exemption which their
lands *‘-w.\'i from taxation, growing iuto
the m l_'l'nf!l'uq.‘ of an oppressive burthen on
the laity, whose estates had to bear all the
taxes levied 3n this form, led te
i.«'si'm s of mortmain. - If th

the cnact

ment of the
vh‘. o8 ( f the C.‘l } WwWe come |“.H\\Y‘. 1O us, :i.'}

mav almost Be reduced to a matt r of feel
ing, and in that ey might a th
enthu L of S J Ihoros

In O ¥ 1 church
er ~t::'~<r£'~' ft ‘ LA 'LI‘I‘.A to ¢

tute a seriowp grievan and it is bringing

o
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its «mtromody Better it would be in On-
tario, Q mgke all church property pay its
due shifre qf public taxes : for what i thus
exemphed has to be laid on elsewhere ; and
the pra#tice necessarily carries with it ine-
qualities that savor of injustice. Nor is
anything gained by anybody, not perhaps
even the individual supposed to be favored
by the ‘rlcri'c J exemptions ; for additional
taxes lve to be raised on the cangregations,
and if fhe gmount is almost inapprediable,
itisp rdt stire to be magnified in the minds
of thosd by whom ministers are paid, and
made tud » dety in the way of set nﬂ'b sev-
eral tnm its real amount.

Soma of the exemptions come properly
under *c head of anomalies, more or less
inexpliéhble. 'What, for instance, can be
the rc:\“x\ for exempting * all property, real
or pcrmﬁnl which is owned out of the Pro-
vince 'Y The income which a farmer derives
from h'.l_?’f.lmf goes scot-free, on the ghound,
no dnub‘, that his farm is taxed ; bat the
income ©f a merchant. is taxed, notwith-
st:\mling?’ih:\t the goods, out of the profits of
which lils income is derived, are also uxéd
Stock iff railtoad companies is exempfed,
properlyl enough, perbaps, because it may
yield n@f dividend ; but does this apply to
the incéime, when any, derived from such
stock ! #d if po, why ! .

The etemptmn of official salaries will pro-
bably g8 by the" board ; yet they are not

without fheir grounds of defence, whether
completé or not. Only two cities, Dttaws
and Torphto, are interested in the remowval
of thesdlexemptions. It is said that the
salaries ﬂvht not to be supplementedin this
way, aml that, if they are too low, they
ought tn be increased. Baut, the anjwer is
not withéut force : that Toronto and Dttawa
enjoy great advantages from their position
as scats @f government ; and that they may
fairly be uk(-d to give a small equiv‘olt in
this shnpt rather than throw the chirge on
the counfty at large. If the seat of govern-
ment, cifher of Ontario orjthe Dominion,
were in $he market, any town would gladly
take it @h these terms. This is yd doubt
true : bul now that both are pretty well set~
tled, othér terms are asked. The fepling in
favor of the abaliticn of this privilege has
probally gow be¢ome stronger than any argu-
ment by Which it can be supported § and if
s0, the piivilege will be abolished.

Put 1'-{61 a ¢lean sweep cannot be made of
the exemgptions is obvious from many con-
sideratiope. If a municipality is tojtax the
Provincisl Penitentiary, then a municipality
may ¢ ctd@t an income froui the expanditure

{ :H '?.! il Government ; and the lowest
taxing rdler T ::-L x system jof gov-
ernu ouid have the ight to fax the

hest :w anomaly that (wmﬂuu with every

ngnesy,




