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BRYCB. XrXIKRK H & CO.

30 BALES (1,300 neckh) OBEY COTTON'S, 
of ell grades.

10 CASES (300 riECEe) WHITE COTTONS,
* of ell grades.

0 BALES 68 and 72 in. GREY SHEETINGS,
Plain and Twilled:

>, The above are ju»t to han>l, b, lug purchase.1 akatbe 
market was at Uielow |*oii»l.

VALUE VERY SUPERIOR.

COTTON AN1) LINEN GRAIN BAGS.
Otter M Werner Wrrrl, Toronto.

ASB
Wear Keirxr Srarrr, Glasoow, Scotlasb.

BRYCE, SlcMVRRlCH A CO.
Toronto, December 8,1870. Si-1 y

t ii >:

'Pourtant zttd (fommrrriat 5imr$.
WITH WHICH HA» BKEX INCOHrttUTKB

THE MONTREAL TRADE REVIEW.

TORONTO. CAN., FRIDAY, DEC. 2.1, ISfO.

MUNICIPAL TAXATION.

The Municipal Awessment Act is again 
to occupy the attention of the Legislature 
of Ontario this session. At present there 
are, and have long been—perhaps always 
—various classes and kinds of property 
exempted from taxation. Within the last 
few years there has been a growing die. 
position in the public mind ^to challenge 
these exceptions from liability to bear muni­
cipal burthens. Already there is a proposi­
tion before the House to abolish, at one 
stroke, all the exceptions ;‘a proposition 
which is sought to be supported by the gen­
eral principle, that all persons should bear a 
share of public burthens proportioned to 
their means. The principle is sound, when 
applied to the general burthens of the com­
monwealth ; but can it be sallied in the way 
proposed l For the unsophisticated, appar­
ent simplicity has irresistible charms. But 
it will often be found, on examination, that, 
what iat first sight looks most'simple, is 
really most complex ; what to the eupcriicial 
observer seems the most rigid justice, is 
really the very reverie.

There can hardly bo a question that the 
exemptions which have grown up in the As­
sessment Act, are too numerous, and some 
of them altogether un jus tillable. But, ench 
as they are,'successive .legislatures have in­
sisted on irctainiug them. They cannot all 
be swept «vway without raising questions of

the limits of power of municipalities to 
raise taxes, au<| almost certainly causing the 
bill, which should so deal with them, to be 
disallowed. Fir instance, among the excep­
tions are Provincial and Municipal Deben­
tures. What would be the effect of placing 
a municipal ta^ on provincial debentures I 
It would be to leprvciate these securities in 
the market to extent of the tax and this 
would be equE to the Province making a 
subvention to ^ie municipalities. The taxing 
of municipal âo'.H.nturcs would depreciate 
these secnritil ; and the result would be 
that tie mun|cii>alities would lose, in this 
way, al they foiild gain by the tax ; besides 
1 icing put. to tifc cost of collecting it, so that 
in realty the* would, on the whole, Lwe 
more than thfy would gain by the transac­
tion.

Clerical incemee, parsonages and grounds 
adjoining, chnjches, and the salaries of the 
officers and servants in the Public Depart­
ments it Ottawa and Toronto, are the except­
ed items to which most objection has been 
taken. In regterd to the first class of these 
subjects the liw has sometimes been ttretch- 
ed beyond iti true intent. Persons .who 
have Wen ordained ministers, at some périrai 
of their livesj but whose incomes are not 
derived front |hc service of the altar, have 
claimed the exemption ; and others have de­
manded it, i| respect to private property, 
which was noter intended tô bo exempted. 
The general fleling of the community has, 
up to a very fecent period, sanctioned the 
smaller exemption. Clergymen are a class 

jiersous arc inclined to make 
ic*\ Railroad and steamboat 

companies offeii carry them free or at re­
duced ' fares.!, It has been customary for 
the government, with the consent of all, to 
make free grants of sites for churches, of all 
kinds, where it had land ; though this has 
not been don* with any kind of uniformity. 
The republic in and not specially religious 
city of Chicag », is, not less than ourselves, 
guilty of the Amiable weakness of exempting 
churches fro i taxation. Perhaps we in­
herit this pi ictice from those times when 
the clergy he l a large part of all the land in 
England ; atdl the exemption which their 
lands enjoy* from taxation, growing into 
the mngnitiw > of an oppressive burthen on 
the laity, wl use estates ha<l to bear all the 
taxes levied in this form, led, to the enact­
ment of the statutes of mortmain. - If the 
dregs of the i vil have come down to ns, they 
may almost 1 e reduced to a matter of feel­
ing, and in 1 tat way they might aroako the 
enthusiasm c ! some new John Tboroughgo,.d. 
In Quebec, t ie evil of umated church i<r<*p- 
erty is one o sufficient magnitude to consti­
tute a series I grievance, and it ii bringing

to whom mos 
some indul

( remedy. Better it would be ie On- 
mRce all church property pay its 

qf public taxes : for what is thus 
I his to bo laid on elsewhere; and 

itice necessarily carries with it ine- 
that savor of injustice. l>or is 

_ gained by anybody, not perhaps 
i individual supposed to be favored 

by the Clerical exemptions ; far additional 
taxes Mve to bo raised on the congregations, 
and if amoent is almost inappnsdmble, 
it is pnjty sore to be magnified In the iniuda 
of tboJ by whom ministers are pait^ and 
made toid" duty in the way of set-off tt> sev­
eral tin#* its real amount 

; Soma of the exemptions come properly 
under Se head of anomalies, more or less 
inexpliwile. What, for instance, <*n be 
the rcas|n ft* exempting “ all property, real 
or pcrsd|uil, Wlhieh is owned out. of the Pro­
vince rN The income which a fanner derives 
from hiijfamf goes scot-free, on the ground, 
no doubij, that his farm is taxed ; but the 
income tif a marchant is taxed, mit with­
stand inSlhat the goods, out of the profite of 
which his income is derived, are also taxed. 
Stock i< railroad companies is exempted, 
proptrlyj enough, perhaps, lieeause it may 
yield nf dividend ; but does this apply to 
the invoke, when any, derived from such 
stock 1 tfhd if pn, why ?

The eSemption of official salaries wJJ pro­
bably gif by flic* board ; yet they wre not 
without itheir grounds of defence, whether 
complet* or not Only two cities, Ottawa 
and T'irtteto, arc interested in the removal 
of these-^exemptions. It is said that the 
salaries might not to be supplemented in this 
way, and that, if they are too low, they 
ought to be increased. But, the answer is 
not without force : that Toronto and Ottawa 
enjoy great advantages from their position 
os scats *f government ; and that they may 
fairly bejUked to give a small equivalent in 
this shape, rather than throw the charge oa 
the Conner at large. If the seat of govern­
ment, ( Eller of Ontario or] the Dominion, 
were in the market, any town would gladly 
take it £i these tenue. This is doubt 
true ; b it now that both are pretty Well set* 
tied, othlr terms are asked. The feeling in 
favor ofljlie abeditien of this privilege ha* 
probe''ly powbec ime stronger than any argu­
ment by fhich it ctn be supported { and if 
*o, the pàfviloge will be abolished.

But tie a clean sweep cannot be made of 
the exeiffctions is obvious from many con­
sidérât# tv If a municipality is to tax the 
Proviiu isjk Penitentiary, then a municipality 
may ext<*t an income from the ex|-«idihini 
of the Oqp.r*| Government ; and the lowest 
taxing our complex systembf gov­
ernment Rronid have the right tojax the 
highest, m anumidy that conflicts witfc every
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