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BAPTISM—ITS MODE.

The mode of baptism has often proved
the subject of-profitless aud irritating con-
troversy to the Church of Christ. We know
pot why it should be so. If there had been
the same stress put upon the question in the
begivning that modern disputants have laid
upou it, we may reasonably doubt whether
a difference of opiuion couvcerning it could
now exist ; aud if so little importance was
attached to it then, it may well be asked,
why so much should be atttached to it
now !/ &

Qur own views, as a denomination, have
been of the most liberal kind. Most care-
fully have we avoided dogmatizing on a
subject on which no dogma is pronounced
in tre Holy Seriptures.  We have accord-
ed to those baptized sn water the same
position, as members of the Christan
Church, which we have given to those bap-
tized with water. To the table of our bless-
ed Lord we not only cheerfully admit, but
glally welcome them ; believiug, as we do,
that netwithsianding the difference in our
methods, respectively, of-admivistering this

statemeunt, ** Oue Lord, oue faith, oue bap-
tism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in us all.™
We even go a step farther, for in our for-
mula for the admivistraiion of this rite,
there is no one method imperatively pre-
scribed to the party officiating.  In-this
malter, thercfore, as well as in others, we
are true to our Providential calling, and eu-
deavour to show ourrelves ** the {riends of
all, the enemies of none.”

But it is possible that our position here
muy be misunderstood, or even m srepre-
It 1t be thought that our liberality
arises from indifference ou the ouve hand
or iguorauce on the other; oritit be ima-
gined either that we have vo setiled convie-
tion as to the mode of baptisin employed by
the Apostles of our Lord and the Primitive
Church, or that we believe one way alone
to be supported by Seripture, but accep!
mn-(lu'l' for custom or convenieuce .~ukn'.
nothing can be fartlrer from the truth - We
believe that the subject has been  sified
thoroughly. I repeated examivations ol
the inspired record we find but stronzer
evideuce that the application of water to the
per=on was the origiual method iu the early
church, and that thus only can the foll im-
port ol the iustitution be exhibited ; and
yet, wtile we so thiuk, we are willing to
let others also thivk for themselves, and do
it either kiud or courteous to

seuted.

not ~l|Hn~|-
be protruding our sentiments on such
pecple; to be perpetually endeavouring to
upsettle their mouds, or to be suggesting
that they know better than they say, but

worthy.. We have seen that the original
word which is used will not justify the lim-
itation of its meaving—at least to immer-
siou. Neither will the particles * into” or
*“out of” the water, for they are used in
scores of instances where the context can-
vot bear this signification. We may take
one tor illustration, aud the more so as itis
often quoted on the other side.  Philip and
the Ethiopian eunuch ** went down both
into the water,” and ** when they were come
up out of the water the spirit of the Lord
canght away Philip.” But between these
two, and consequently distinet from each
of them, Philip baptized the eunuch. If

his nparrative ; or else he must mean that
both Philip and the convert first immersed
themselves, and that afterwards the baptism
took pl.ce!

Is the inference drawn from the state-
ment that the river Jordan was selected for
this purpose, or ** Enon near to Salim, be-
cause there was much water there?’ But
then for other purposes quite as important
us the bathing of the entire body, might
such a selection be made, and especially as
Eoon was a place uot of deep streams but
of pumerous wells—of ** many wacers.”
Besides, if"Joht the Baptist resorted 1o the
Jordan to immerse hi- disciples, whither did
the ¢leven resort with their three thousand
who on the day of Peatecost were added to
the Church? It may safely be affifined
that neither in Jerusalem itself nor yet
within a days’ journey ofiit, was there ac-
commodation for the immersion of such a
multitude on that oceasion.

But it will be a-ked, does not St. Panl
assert of true believers that they are *‘buried
with Clirist by baptism ioto death?’ He
does. But he does not say that this baptism
is immersion, and it is simply beggiog the
question to declare that he meaus this, He
adds that by the same fact ** we are plaoted
together in the likeness of His death,” and
that ** our old mau is crucified with Him,”
aud those who quictly assume that baptism
must mean immersion because it ** buries”
with Christ, must also be prepared to show
s resemblance to planting aud to croei-
fixion—a somewhat diflicult task. Bu
whatever the Apostle did mean, we are
certain that it was not his intention to show
that by any m: de of admiuvistering an o
ward rite a personal salvation was wrc
for any man,

The spirit of the epistle to the Romans is
peculiarly this thought
viodern christiaus may magoify a circum
stance, which is entirely coujectural,into an
essential condition of union with the charch
ot Christ, and of participation in the benefits
pertaining to that relation.  They may ad
ui to the table of the Lord all who con-

antagouistic  to

fear to confess their Master by following
with us.  That baptism is most scripturally
Xn-rlmnnwl either by rprinkling or pouring
seems 1o us to be established by a variety of
particulars.

Iu the tirst place the rite was not origin-
ated, though it was adopted and authorita-
tively ordaived by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Under the former dispepsation the applica-
tiou both of the sacrificial blood, and ot the
purilying water, was by sprinkling. It was
thus that those who had been separated by
sin or uncleanness were restored to the fel-
lowship ot God’s p(-upl«-. and were **bLrought
pich” 1o Himselt. 1t then, according to
S(, Paul, these things were figures of the
better services of the New Testamznt, and
it, while we still have a purifying ablution
for the purpose ot introducing us 1o the
Ulureh ot God, we have vo express direce
tiou as to avother mode, we may at least
claim that there is presumptive evidence
for the use ot spriukling or pouring.

"But perhaps it will be claimed that in the
very word employed by our Saviour io the
AP:N(('!H‘ commission, there is a command
as to the mode which is uuquestionably ex-
plicit, and can ouly be iuterpreted in the
sonse of immersion.  This has often been
affirmed, and with a pertinacity which for-
bids the suspicion of a doubt on the part of
those who advaoce it.  We shall not reply
by quoting lexicographers. This has becu
dove over and over again.  They do not
assert that Bapto or Baptizo meaus olnl_y 1o
dip into, or 1o dip; and we are willing to
acknowledze that neither do they say that
it meaus only to spriukle, or to pour. They
give both siguifications, and we do not see
how oue party should seck to make a mo-
nopoly of the term. But a better way ol
solving the problem is at hand. John the
Baptist, our Blessed Lord, nud‘lhc Apn}sll«
Paul use the word on certain occasions
w1 en the sivnification which thev iotend to
cannot possibly be that ot immer-
sion. Our Lord’s forerunuer said respect-
ine i, ** Lie shall baptize you withi the
Holy Ghost and with fire.”  Similar was
" Redeemer’s own  pre diction, **John
baptized with water, but ye shall be
ed with the Holy Ghost vot many
Now asithe Holy Spirit was
or ** shed forth” with ** clov-

consvey

our
truly
baptiz
dayvs heoce.”
L l'mnrnl out” shed
eu tongues like as of fire™ uj i
on the day of Pentecost, it ‘U“u'\\. either
that our Lord did oot fulfil His
prophecy and that of the Baptist, or e.se
that He did baptize not by immersiou, ot
which we have not the slightest 1nl|uml!nln.
but by the outpouring ot the divine hpn.'u.
On this one fact we claim that the question

" upon the di-ciples

oWl

torm to this usage, but of whose Christian
experience the utmost they can do is to hope
for the best ; and they may refuse admis-
sion to those of whose enjoyment ofthe love
ot God, and of whose service in the cause
of Christ it is impossible to doubt, simply
because their baptism has not beeo atter
their own manner, and think that in all this
they do God service.  But the tendency of
this course must be to unduly exalt a form
aud unduly to depreciate the saving faith of
Paul. It was
against this tendency that he uttered those
slorious protests with which his wridngs
severally, but particularly to the
Romans and the Galatiaus, abound. Hold-
ing firmly therefore to his priuciple, ** For
by one spirit ure we all baptized into oue
body,” we acknowledge them as in every
respect brethren in the Lord who give
praot of their ( aristianity, no matter what
the form of their baptisin may have been ;
but at the same time we prefer to use the
method of sprivkling or pouring, alone
We believe it to be the most convenient and
comely. We believe it to be of primitive
and apostolic usage.  We believe ity ubove
every other mode, tully to represent all tha
ihe sacrament is iutended to pourtray and
pledge, not ouly ** the w ashing of regenera-
tion” but Likewise ** the renewal of the
tloly Ghost, shed on us abundaotly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour.”

the ';lh}u«l. So did not

those

C. S

LETTER FROM REV. G. S. MILLIGAN,
A. M.

Dear Mr. Eprtor,—It will gratity many
personal friends, readers of the Provincial
Wesleyan to learn that a gracious Providence
has attended my wife and self in all our jour-
neying by sea and land, since, in August last,
we bade adieu to famijly and triends in America :
and that the year's rest-trom Circuit work has
proved to be most highly beneficial in restoring
my shattered bealth, so that, instead ot fear-
in'g that my privileged term ot active service
in the Lord's vineyard to be nearly at an end.
[ am now led to hope that it will please God
to permit me to resume and, perhaps, for many
years prosecute that ministry to which my ife
and energics have been devoted, in the land ot
my adoption, with whose progress and increas-
ing prosperity my fondest hopes and highest
aspirations are closely and indissolubly jwped.
I'he intervening months which bave very uick-
\‘ly p:\-sml. have been spent very pleasantly in
Ier‘l'llmg throngh Ireland, Scotland, Eogland,
Fraoce and Ttaly. Health bas been the primary
object kept i view; heace the imperative 1e

is fully set at rest.  Christ did baptize w 'll'h
the richest blessing, by dowoshedding.- We
may certaiuly do sow ith that element which
18 at once the nmmiulcd s_\'mhul and pledge
of the divine influence.  St. Paul \\'uuh! not
have us iguorant that the Imhnirs of the
Jewish ]n-nplu « were all buplm-«'l' unto
Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” But
they were not immersed in either the one
or the other. Baptism then cannot be lim-
ited 1o that mode, and was not used iu l.hm
wen<e in the case before us by the iuq‘nrcd
writer of the epistle to the Corinthians.
Why. then, it may be asked, is it affirmed
thut the ordipance, when administered in
the =ame way as Lhese three wix_ucsscs show
to be correct, is altogether void, and does
ot admit its subjects, who use it in good
fuith, unto the Church of Gud‘? We might
further enquire, on what satisfactory ground
can the immersionist mode be recommend-
el? Asa mere matter of fact not a case
of it can be proved out of the New Testa-
ment. The supposed evidence is based ex-
clusively upon inference, and in all candeur
we think the conclusion utterly untrust-

strictions of kind and prudent phbysicians re-
| specting preaching have been very generally
obseryed, the only exceptions being when the
| physical infirmities ot breibren beloved have
irfesistibly appealed to my sympathies, or
their overwhelming logic so tar prevailed as
**just once™ to hold medical prescription in
abeyance. The observance of the rule, as in-
deed the suspension of all mental labor together
with certain tavourable conditions, arising from
change of air and scene and other causes, has
told most favorably upon my general health,
as well as upon those special affections trom
which Lhave suffered during the past few years,
while the very occasional disobedience of high-
ly respected authority bas afforded me the op-
portunity of scattering a few bandtuls of the
good seed ot the kingdom along the wayside
of our journeys, which I trust the great day
will reveal have found their way into the good

at least attentively, hear the word from one an-

ground of some bearts, and this I would more &c. we cannot spcak particularly, but their
fondly hope trom the consideration that on mention will suggest s few of the many struc-
this side the Atlantic men will very kindly, or | tures we bave seen which deserve to be ranked

nounced as a stranger from British America. |

Next to practisiog silence, our orders on leaving
America were pret'y much 1o the effect, Go and
enjoy yourselves as best you can, that you may
come back again, if spared, recuperated and
fitted in some degree to resume the labours of

(the Chbristian ministry. This injunction has|

been «ery generally acted upon; and, I trust,

without disregardlog the right spirit in which is |
was given. Travelling opens up many sources |

of enjoyment and instruction combined, to any

one whose eyes are not altogether shut amd |

ears closed and soul dead; and in our case
many things have bappily conspired to make

then the par_li«-les above cited, of them-| our trip thus far very delightful, and to asso- | and iron rule, but which from its original and
selves, prove immersion, the sacred writer | ciate it long-as memory endures with the most | rude simplicity up to its culminating and al-
's chargeable with a useless tautology in| pleasing and grateful recollections. At pre. | most unparalleled luxury, because, being with

{ sent I shall write only in very general terms, |
| perbaps hcreafter, it deemed acceptable lo;
your readers, I may send you in a series of
papers, our itinerary with notes by the way.
Our range of travel has been sufficiently exten-
sive to bring us into contact . with a very great
variety of natural scenery ; ocean, seas, moun-
Aains, hills, lakes and rivers, &c., bave con-
tributed to our pleasure in some of their grand-
est or most beautiful forms, and bereby im-
pressed our minds more deeplv in wonder and
admiration for the creating and preserviog God.
We bave bad the satistaction of sojourning a
little in some of the great centres ot population
and industry, and of observing somewhat the
various types of character therein, and learning
something respecting the branches of art that
engage the attention of the people, and this in

ism and of those forms of it which are most
simple and evangelical, and to be gratetul for
being subjects ot a kingdom the superiority of
whose institutions seemed to us very palpable,
and whose intluence is felt and respected by
classes on the Continent.

It bas been our good fortune to hear a good-
ly number of the leading ministers ot the}British
pulpit, and [ am gratified to state that alibough
[ have heard the gospel preacbed by represen
tatives of almost all evangelical denomin itions,
[ bave rarely listened to a sentiment to which
So much tor
the essential unity of the truth as itis in Jesas.
lationalism did show itselt in a single case, and

| could not utter a bearty amen.

High Churchism (for one of whose exhibitions
only I found time), might, alas, have been
found in almost every towns nevertheless I am
inclined to think with more confldence than

ever that there is light enough and grace

astray by the attempted refinement ot a Ger-
man Philosophy or relapsing into the supersti-
tions of Popery through the imposing parade
and misguided zeal of her erratic and half-sister,
Anglicanism. Amid agtation giving rise to a
very general belief that state-churchism is
doomed at no very distant day to be among the

from every quarter that, after all exceptions,
ihe British pulpit bas the right ring about it,
and thousands of watchmen are every Sabbath
giving torth no uncertain sound as to the cardi-

exteat than ever in the past emphatically in-
sisting upon all that name Christ forgetting a |
minor differences of creed and loving one an-
other with a pure heart fervently.

We have visited some of the chief Education-
al Institutions of Great Britain and Ireland, and
while thanktul tor their general efficiency and
the growth ot a true liberalism, which is throw-
ing open the Halls ot her Universities for all
sects and both sexes, have seen in the promo-
tion of a true and liberal mental culture that
our pation will continue to hold a first rank
among the most enlightened nations of the
It is however not prejudice which leads
me to say that while about the University of
Cambridge, or Trinity College Dublia, or the
Universities ot Edinburgh or Glasgow, or
Queen’s College, or the Normal
Schoals of the three eities last named, or indeed
any of the other great and good scholastic es-
rablishments that 1 have been permitted to visit,
[ have seen much to admire in their magnificent
equipments, their well trained protessional edu-
cators, and splendid endowments for education-
al work, and bave had suggested, at times,
matters of detail that seemed of considerable
consequence, | bave seen nothing to make me
think lightly of the Institutions of our Provinces
or denomination, but on the contrary, have felt
a degree of thanktulness for their efficiency and
even at times some pride in the knowledge ot
the fact that a leat might be taken with advan-
tage from our own Educational codes, and. if 1
was not mistaken in results, sometbing learn-
ed inthe wiy ot adding to the comfort and
promoting the thorough training of those pass-
ing through a course of instruction.

It has been our privilege to visit the Museums
and principal Picture- Galleries in Dublin, Ed-
iuburgh, Cambridge, Liverpool, Paris, Turiu,
Genoa, Milan, Venice, Florence and Rome.
From these strongly attractive spots where are
grouped so many ot the productions ot the
| inasters both of ancient and modern times, and
% where there is so much concentrated to illus-
| trate the natural world io all its departments,
| and art in all countries and in almost all stages
inf progress, we found it often dufficult to tear
‘ ourselves away, and ften the wish arose that in
| all our provincial towns, aud especially our own
| Sackville, through the liberal devising of friends
lof cducation, the day might not be distant
| when there shall be a museum which shall con-

tain a worthy treasury of art, &c., not greatly
inferior to some of these.
In this connection I may add that we have
been able to see many famous Cathedrals and
Church edifices, many palaces, ancient and
|mudern, and other remarkable specimens of
1 architecture, that as works of art we could not
| fail to admire, however much disposed in some
| instances to question the wisdom of the enor-
| mous expenditure incurred in their erection or
| the idolatrous purposes for which genius and
| skill bave beea abased in their ornamentation.
| Ot St. Peters and other Basilicas, &c. at Rome,
| San Marco at Venice, Santa Maria at Flor-
| ence, the Duomo at Milan, Notre Dame, St.
Paul's and other cathedrals at Ely, Rouen,

world.

Ireland,

among the arehiteetural beauties of the world.

French metropolis, the waoton and fiendish
acts of the Communists were clearly revealed.

sented itself to us while endeavoring to trace
out the progress of the legitimists in liberat-

Another source of pleasure has been found
in visiting historic ruins. Wkhile in Scotland
we were pleased to look upon many an old
tower which bas its own story of beroic chiv-
alry, or perbaps of savage cruelty in the times
of border strife or bloody persecution. At
Rome also, in the Coliseum, the palaces of the
Cmsars, the Roman and Trajan Fornms, the
Pantheon and other temples, arches, aque-
ducts, columns, baths, &ec., &c., numberless
objects claimed our attentiou that recalled a
civilization of which we had read from boy-
bood, in a sense, grand on account of its he-
roic valour, stern endurance, martial success,

all its temples and display of priests and sacri-
fices, without God, was earthly, sensual, aod
devilish.

Our visit to France, ¢f course brought us|
into the presence of ruins of a very differ-nt|
kind. In Paris we found enough to testify still
of the splendour of the Queen of Cities prior"

to the late war, while in the destruction of the
at least of every fine block of buildings in the

An intereresting, if not pleasurable study pre-

ing the Parisiens from the dreadtul regime of
the Commune as still too clearly marked by

Protestant and Catbolic countries, the result
leading us to think more highly of Protestant-

enough in the Protestant Churches of the mother
country to save them from being led very far

things that were, it is most assuring to gather

nal doctrines of a pure taith and to a greater

the debris of ruined bnildings and damage
done by cannonading along the line of march,
to trees, triumphal arches. statuary, &c , for
which the ornamentaton of this city was once
s0 famous. The ruin: of Asnieres, where amid
wide-spread desolation our own beautiful little
Methodist Chapel, as if almost by a miracle,
escaped with but lirtle injury, the concierge
less fortunate being killed by a shell while at-
tending to ber domestie concerns; of St.
Cloud, the charmiog palace of which, the favor-
ite one of the ex-Emperor is said to have been
destroyed by the French themselves to prevent
its being used to their bumiliation, as before,
by the allied forces for signing articles of
peace, to the very great annoyance of the
l’rusniunw who, indignant at this, turned their
guns unmercifully upon the town, and of other
towns and villages greatly wrecked; and in-
deed the present great depression of business
marked by the signs of ** shop to let ™ in every

sireet of Paris and olten in very great prox-
imity to each other, and by the crowds of
young men hastening out of the country for
want of employment, together with the fearful
loss of limb as seen among the objects in the
objects in the hospitals or stieets, and the
dreadful loss of lite indicated by graveyards
thronged with those who fell in battle, were
plain exponents of thié gricvous calamities that
bave overtaken France through the last war—
calamities which every Frenchman burns with
an ardent desire speedily to avenge.

As might be expected the religious aspect or
condition of the several countries through which
we have passed has occasioned considerable in-
quiry on our part, and the iuformation reached
as a whole bas led me to regard the future with
In Ireland, while the
Roman Catholic primate and the Ultramontane
party are more defiant since the overturn of the
establishment, and boldly avow that nothing
but the control of state education for their own
ends will satisty, the disestablished Protestant
Church seems to be arousing herselt and call-
ing forth ber latent energies for thc work of
evangelization; the Presbyterian Church, I
fear, sometimes, actuated a little tco much by
that party strite which would call down fire

confidence and hope.

from heaven upon an adversary, yet in manmy
respects nobly as well as earnestly contending
tor the faith, is buckling on afre:h her armour

despite her continued annual loss of communi-
cants, by their exode to America, was never

for the battle ; and our own Methodist Church

more active than at present ia seeking the con-
version of the people to a true faith, which one
might suppose, trom a compa ison of any two
districts of the opposite religions, would show
to be the panacea for Ireland’s oppression, far
beyond the correction of any real political mis-
rule or utopian new-rule, whetber under the
auspices of Fenian or Home-rule agitators.

In France, judging from a number of con-
gregations composed largely ot women and
children, and from the apparent want of inter-
st in the services of the priests, as they pro-
ceeded with their ceremonies, the Roman
Catholic religion has lost its hold upon the
people, In coming out of the Madaleine the
deep conviction of my heart was just this, that
while all possible attention bad been paid to
the aesthetic, to the neglect of spiritual or ex-
perimental religion, imposing and pretentious
performances had lost their charm, and now
because of the hollowness and powerlessness of
these to reach the heart and purge the con-
science from dead works to serve the living
God, the people had become, to a great extent, |

rushed into sccpticism and infidelity. Notwith-
standing the dire visitation by the calamities of |
war, | tear the masses care little for God or
the Bible. The priestly party in great zeal I'orli
religion, under the Archbishop ot Paris, is em- |
ploying most rigorous and all possible measures \

bility and the whole system which for the pres-
ent it represents, although many withio the
ecclesiastical circle are uneasy, and many ot
the laity in the ranks of the Liberals are|
anxious as to the issue in respect to politicnl‘
freedom, if the Government yield to presen(¥
encroachment ot the Church upon the rights of |
the State. Philosophy, talsely so called, para-
lyzes for good and urges to evil many within

denial of the supernatural and evangelbual‘;

children's bread and for this proffer a stone. |
The most eacouraging feature in connection |

through the wisdom and power of God causing |

increasing brightness. Our own Methodist
Church is doing a good work, nowhere it seems
to me are the missionaries of the cross more
deserving of the prayers of God's people; as
nowhere, so far as I have been able to judge
by observation or readirg, do they labor under
greater discouragements or against mightier
obstacles.

In Italy, Popery bas still a great bold upon
the people. Judging from appearances they
attend more numerously and manifest more
deep emotion during their religious services.
It is true that our opportunity for observing

was mainly in Lent. We did see them in

. Veaice during the Carnival ssason, when for

the Sunday and two following days, by usage
and Church consent, they gave themselves up
to masquerading asd frolic. Thousands ot
people turned out on-the Lord’s Day, which on
the continent is not a boly day but a boliday,
with masks and dresses ot the most tantastic
kinds, ia the square of San Marco. For the
afternoon all worship seemed suspended, a
band of music discoursed what was decmed ap-
propriate airs, and uoder a strange excitement

Tuilleries, Hotel de Ville, and the corner house | the crowds that mingled together presented or

received in perfect good nature the compli-
ments or attention of the season, the object ot
the masked party being tosay or do what he or
she thinks proper within certain limits of hon-
our, to some other known party, and yet he or
she remain incog. After this wondrous com-
motion, baving in its programme on the Sunday
evening a ball, atteaded, as an informant told
me, by thousands similarly dressed to the above
a carnival truly of pleasure making, it might
be expected tlat the inhabitants might for a
time afford to be extra-religious. That this
was the case, I do not doubt, on the priuciple |
of adjusting the matter of righteousness, after
the tashion of balancing profit and loss, never- |
theless in the immense audiences that bad
gathered to hear their popular Lenten preach- |
ers and 'hat thronged their chapels during their |
frequent celebrations of mass, &c., I was quite |
surprised to observe an amount of interest ex- |
pressed in the services very far beyoid what 1 ‘;
anticipated. That the influence. of Popery in |
Italy, though broken, is yet far from being |
destroyed, is to me quite evident. Nor is this
a matter of wonder when we consider the enor-
mous wealth of the Church corporations, the
numbers of the priesthood in all their orders
teaching the supreme authority ot-the Church,
and the great ignorance whereby for so many
centuries the people have been enchbained.
Nevertheless Italy at present seems a 1ar more
encouraging field for missionary operations
than France. France is politically rent into
fragments, and lacks what I may call national
affinity to bind iato one. Italy is far more a
unit, despite the combined efforts of the priest
hood to defame and render unpopular their
liege sovereign, Victor Emmanuel, and despite
of the earnest endeavours of Republicans, in
some cases acting from political principles and
in many more from a mere love of change, to
subvert order and mar the progressive and
promising kingdom of Italy. ‘

Again France has become largely impreg-
nated with infidelity, whereby her religious
faculty bas been blunted and deadened; Ita-
ly, if I judge rightly, still has that faculty
and peeds only to be directed to the right
sources of truth. Moreover France politically
is almost obliged to conquette with the Pope
and his myrmidons. Italy, strange though it
be, bas broken the bonds of Popery. The
King in the Quirinal, or escaping as often as
be can to Naples, to get into a more genial at-
mosphere, and bis holine:s in his obstinate per
sistence to bold himself a prisoner in the Vati
can, are irreconcilables,tbe maintenance of lib-
erty and progress by the royalists or constitu-
tionalists in opposition to the will of the priests
that will accept no compromise, and would
compass heaven and earth to restore the Papal
administration, creates a faction between State
and Church that is at least favorable for the
tree discussion of anything bearing upon the
latter. This is why the discussion so tully re-
ported in your columns by Mr. Pigout, and
just a week or two before our visit to Rome oc-
casioned so much interust in the public mind.
I'be question . intrinsically was unimportant,
one on which the Protestant Church does not
claim to be agreed, and yet the eagerness to ob-
tain the autborized report which came out while
we were there was simply astonishing. Papal
bulls have been wondertu'ly deprived of horns,
excommnnication it has been showa may be
The right ot
private judgment to dcubt papal intallibility is
wonderfully general, at least so far as to ensure
bearing on what may be said on the other side.

safely regarded brutum fulmen.

I'bese circumstances to which I have referred
and others 1 might mention, will serve to show
the importance of improving the present in
the way of evangelizing Italy. I was glad to
attend native congregations in Florence and

ship [lrica direct for St. John, N.B: and bope
to arrive in time at least for District meeting.
With personal regards and fraterral greetings
for all your readers, 1 am dear brother,
Yours affectionately,
GEORGE S. Mitiiean.

Liver; , Apnil 27ih, 1872

ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF
THE MOUNT ALLISON STUDENTS' MISSIONARY

SOUIETY.

The second annual meeting of the above
named socicty was beld in Lingley Hall on Fri-
day, 3rd inst. The inclemency of t.e weather
and the badness of the roads prevented the at-
tendance of our friends from the village and
vicinity, and our audience, in consequence.
was almost entirely made up of the studeats
and officers of the The meeting
however, proved a decided success.

Mr. W. H. Ibbitson, the President of the so-
ciety occupied the chair. The exercises of the |
evening were commenced by singing the 700th
hymn :

institutions.

** Lord of the harvest, hear,
Thy needy servants cry.”

Prayer was offered by Mr. R. Bird, and an
appropriate portion of the scriptures read b
Mr. D: W. Jobason. The secretary, Mr. J.
May hew Fisher read the report, referring to the
circumstances which led to the happy formation
of the society, and the liberality with which
its tunds had been supported, by those whose
interest in missionary work it is intended to
represent.  The report also glanced buiefly at
the work achieved, and the labours yet to be
performed, in the various Home and Foreign
fields of vur missionary work, and earnestly so-
licited w society and its friends to put forth
increased effurts for the extension of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom.

‘The President then called on Mr. W. F,
Penney to move the first resolution which em-
bodied the adoption of the report, and the so-
ciety’s recognition of the measure of success
with which God had hitherto crowned its la-
bours. Mr. Penney in moving this resolation,
after mentioniog the countries named ia -the
report, referred to the length and breath to
which gospel influence bad extended. ** From
the land of avalanches to burning deserts there
is not a coumtry which has not, through the un-
wearied and undaunted efforts of those engag-
ed in missionary toil, felt the subduing grace
and saving power of the religion of the cross.

** Far as the breeze can bear the billow’s foam,
Survey their empire and bebold their bome.”

There is a silent and sublime power in Chris-
tianity, that of adapting itself to any clime or
country.  Other revered teachers have es-
tablished religious systems ; but these bave had
their The
Confucius, though taught centaries before the
Christian era, have

limite and localities. doctrine of
been confined within the
walls of the celestial empire; and the worship-
pers ot Odin and Thor could no more trans-
plant their mysterious mythology to sunny
climes than icebergs could augment their fan-
tastic forms in the warm waters of the Guli
Stream. But the doctrines which our blessed
Lord taught bave been confined by no barrier
ot nature, or bulwark of The living
truths of the inspired page can be fostered in
the bhearts of our refined literary society of
Sackville as well as in the barren minds among
the woodlands, hills, and dales of our aborigo-
nal settlements. And as we look over the re-
cords of the past and the reports of the pre-
sent, in the aggressive movements of Christi-
anity, Wesl yan Methodism is as successful as
ever,” lle spoke of the room. for more labor,
and warmly urged upon those whose hearts
throbbed with Christian sympathy to put forth
efforts in behalf of those who are perishing for
the water ol eternal lite.

man.

Mr. Benjamin Chappell in seconding this
resolution spoke ot regards
range of travel and work accomplished.
We recognized this success with deep grl‘li-
tude to God.
thanktulnéss and gratitude, one shows itsell

success as

There is a distinction between

in words, the other in actions.” Ot Cwsar
it was that
much spirit as fight.” Ot us let the converse
be true. That the secret

of success is the recognition ol divine agen-

said ‘“he could write with as

which constitutes

cy, and  this work has been accomplished
There
is an inexplicable power in the preaching
of the cros® too deep for argument, too
high for lﬁwe thought. Strange that it should

by the divinely appointed means.

show a man his utter badness, yet subdue his
heart to penitence. That it sbhould wound, yet
beal. That it should kill and at the same t:me
impart eternal life. Are we told that there
ought to be no excitement in religion? The
cross mast When first erected it dar-
kened the suu, reot the rocks, and opened the

excite.

Rome, and in the earnest and simple devotion
of a people orought up as it were trom Egypt,

see fruits of Protestant missions that would | omnipotent story
disgusted with the very name of religion and | bave filled the hearts of your readers as they did | submit to Emanuel. The authority of the

mioe with joy and gratitude. May the present

graves; and-eighteen huandred years have not
| diminished its power.
which induced the world to

Its proclamation is the

world is now centered in three Christian nati-

Macedonian cry excite their prayers and awak- | ons; and these, leaders in civilization, are lea

pation of this long priest-ridden and down

trodden people. L

Otber occasions of gratification I might men-

that we have had the opportanity of visiting
my native land, mingling in the scenes of my
childhood and youth, standing by the sepulchres
of my fathers, finding the majority of those,
active and influential in my native village when
I left, now inbabitdnts of the city of the dead
or soon about to cross its borders, and my own

companions for the most part scattered in dis- |

tant lands. Such bas been a melancholy plea-
great happiness in the bearty greetings of wel-

Scotland and England, whose friendship to us
alone would fally compensate for an Atlantic

bappiness and instruction. We purpose leav-

| en their benevolence, tor the spiritual emanci- | ders also in the conquest ol mankind for the

| o - "
| Prince ot peace.

The second Resolution, relative to Foreign
| Missions, recognized the- dury ot selt-denying

to enforce belief in the dogma ot Papal Infalli-| tion but must forbear. Suffice it only to add and hiberal effort, and prayer to the great bead

| of the church that more laborers may be sent
| into the basvest, and was moved by Mr. J. El-

lis. He spoke of Foreign Mission enterprise
| as being no longer considered an **
| undertaking.
| During the last fifty or sixty years,
in benighted beatben lands the gospel bas prov-
ed ** The power of God unto salvation.” Xet

| there are scattered over our continents hup-

imprudent

Is scoffers have been sileaced

the pale of the Reformed Church, who by their | sure, associated with it however we Lave found | dreds ot millions of our race who have never

' heard the sound of the Saviour's name ; and the

would, in the name of gospel, take away the|come trom dear relatives in various parts of | ecry is going out tor spirit baptized men and

| women to go and point the wretched tu the

| world’s Redeemer.’™ He glanced at the hap-

with the moral regeneration of this polize and | voyage. The acquaintance of many Christian | py successes of the gospel in Madagascar and
luxurious, ingenious and active, but proud and | friends we bave also made, both clerical and Fiji, and gave rome interesting facts to show
volatile people, lies, as I need not inform your | lay, whose names will be to us as incense, aod 1 how much good could be accomplished by con-
readers, in the comparatively feeble yet active | for whose kindness and attention we are laid | tributing to a fund for the education of native
agencies of evangelical missions and colpor- | under deep obligation. Most of all we would | toreign missionaries. He urged upon all clas-
tage, whose labourers amid all the density of ' give God thanks for lite, bealth, friends and all | ses the daty of mighty and seli-denying effort
gloom impending over the moral horizon, | that has made our year's rest one of so much in responding to the call trom lands of idolatry

tor bibles and preachers ; showing that in re-

light to emerge from the darkness with ever | ing this town on Tuesday, SOth inst., in the |turn they would receive more than a compen.

sation in being blessed with ** the full sunshine
of the Saviour's smile.”

Mr. H. R Baker the seconder of the Resolu-
tion, quoted the Saviour's words : —Other sheep
I have which are not of this fold ; them also 1
must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and
there shall be one fold and one shepherd ™

Applying this, be said :—** 11 the truths ot
the gospel are to be carried to heatben laods,
if Jesus is to ** bave dominion from sea to sea,
and from the river to the ends of the earth.” it
must be through the liberality of God's peop-
ple under bis care and direction. It is our
dyty to enter upon this work, first, because all
men are our neighbors. * God hath created of
one blood all nations of menito dwell on the
face of the earth.! Friend or 1oe, Christian or
barbarian,—every man is equally our neigh-
bour. Then love thy neighbour as thysell,
and send to each the gospel. liis our duty,
secondly, because the condition of the world
requires it. Italy, Spain, Asia, and Africa,
the isles of the sea are stretching torth their
bands a:-king tor spiritual food

Prayer is

| the great power ot the Church. This is what

must lift the world up higher. Charch of God
carest. thou for the perishing millions of the
earth ? then down upon thy knees and streich
thy bands toward heaven.”

Mr. G. J. Bond moved the third resolution
which related to Home Missions. He referred
10 our dependence upon the British Coofer-
ence for aid as being a fact, as bumiliating as
it is undeniable.” He spoke of the deplor-
able condition of the more outlying settle-
ments of the country; of the eagerness of
some for spiritual knowledge, of the awful
apathy of others. Referring to the IH. M
Society, its work, and its success be said ;-
* But the held is wide and ever increasing
Circuits which tormerly required but one min
ister can now be scarcely supplied with two;
men are required to go, and men are required
to give. Scarcely a page of our Conterential
Station List but contained blank places with
the words—One Wanted. Oh it we did but
think of it, these words speak to us. OUne
Wanted. Who wants him ? The people. They
are n most cases eager for the word o! Lite
willing to pay for it; willing do all they can.
Who wants one ? The country—Religion will
open up men's hearts and intellects too,and we
shall bave better citizens and broader views,
more railroads and bridges and bappier home-
Whbo wants ove? The Lord Jesus
Christ. llere are souls born for heaven liv-
ing for earth. Living did I say ? Dying, dy-
ing ! Souls are perishing for lack of the bread
of life. In the days of old when *‘the world
by wisdom knew not God, it pleased by the
follishness ot preaching to save them that be-
lieve ? The gospel that was efficacious in the
case of the sages of Greece and of Rome will
save our country men,’!

This resolution was seconded by Mr. E. B.
England. In bis address he stated the sad and
bumiliating fact that there are whole commun-
ies within the bounds of our Conference who
have never yet heard the gospel preached in
its purity. Almost incredible is the. story of
spiritual darkness and ignorance. He related
an incident which took plaee recently during
an afternoon’s pastoral visitation in one of the
secluded settlements of our Provisces. The
minister, having entered a bumble cottage and
spent a little time in religious conversation
with the family, asked if they desired bim to
pray. The mother pladly consented, at the
same time pointing to her daughter of some
seventeen years sail she had never heard »
prayer in ber life? Many such places dark-
ened by as palpable ignorance are to be lound
in onr provinces, ** aud these benighted souls
are eager to grasp the truth, Do we not hear
from our fellow countrymen the cry, ‘‘ come
over and helpus? Ah! were our blessed Lord
to descend from his lofty throne and cast
his eyes over the brightened fields, surely the
s:ight weuld wring from his hallowed lips again
those heart-felt words—** The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the laborers are few. We
must earnestly labour to establish the king-
dom of Christ at bome. The more that king-
dom extends among ourselves, the greater will
be our resources for sending the gospel to dis-
tant beathen lands. The home work then must
be kept in the nighest state of officiency, The
modern missionary enterprise will not attain its
true beight till every man, woman and child finds
bis place i the grand movement, and ber omes
ready to sacrifice all for the bonoar and glory
ot God."”

A resolution tendering the thanks of the
Society to Miss Aunpie loch for kiadly consent-
ing to act as collector in the ladies’ seminary,
and to Mr. E. England for a similar duty in
the male departmeots was moved by Mr. D.
W. Johnson, and secoaded by Mr. R. Bird.

During the meeting two fine pieces of music
« Awake Isles of the South,” and ** The earth
is the Lords,” were rendered in exccllent
style by the choir under the direction of Prof.
Martens. The collegtion amounted to §6,43.

steads.

The exercises concluding the president teo-
dered the thaoks of the society to the coatrol-
ing ufficers of the institutions for the use of the
Hall.

J. M. F

Mount Allison Sackwille; May Oth 1872

WorLoLy CoxrorMity. — The Rev. Dr
James W. Alexander wrote to a friend: ** As
I grow older as a parent, my views are chan-
ging fast as to the degree of conformiiy to the
world which we should allow to our children.
I am horror struck to count upon the profligate
children of pious parents, and even ministers.
The door at which these influences enter,
which countervail parental instruction and ex-
ample, | am persuaded, is yielding to the ways
of good society. By dress, books, and amuse-
ments, an atmosphere is formed which is not
that of Christianity. More than ever do [ feel
that our tamilies maust stand in a kind but de-
termined opposition to the fashions of the
day.”

A clergyman once said: ** When 1 coie to
die, I shall have my greatest grief and greate t
joy; my greatest giief that I have done su
little tor my Lord Jesus, and my greatest joy
that my Lord Jesus has done so much for
ma.
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