AUGUST

'HE

CATHOLIC RECORD

Five

in order to avoid any possibility of |
misunderstanding. He, himself,
superintended the operation, telling
each eoldier to discard every weapon
he possessed, except small pocket
knives.

A little later, just when the process
of disarmament was being completed
a French oflicer
at the mouth of
German oflicers

a doctor
the «
surrendered
swords and revolvers to him,
Then began the ¢
ers through the narrow entrance
and they were all marched through a
communication srench back to French
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most and their
caused considerable surprise at head-

appeared
and the
their

aye

1t of the prison

headquarters
composed only of
and

al
arrival

stretcher bearing «
French were
a company,
llll'\!w s

The little priest, who always was a
favorite in the
he participates all i
and in constant exposure to wounds
and death, is now He
never leaves the men to go on leave
and did not even go to Paris when a
detachment of the regiment went
there to receive the decoration of
the knotted cord in the colors of the
military medal which has been con
ferred it
times mentioned
orders for I'he One
dred and Fifty-second is th
regiment in the French Army besides
the Foreign Legion which won
this honor.
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“THE CHURCH

“FRIEND OF WORKINGMAN

Some well meaning
tend to despise the discussion of
social problems. But any one who
places his finger on the popular pulse
will soon cease to feel indifferent in
the matter. I'he signs of the time
are discontent and isfaction.
This not the lament of a pro
fossional calamity howler, nor is
there anything startling in:the dis
covery. - Social unrest is one of the
most obvious facts of life
Look at the trouble in Washington
over the eight hour law ; note the
increasing number of strikes ; observe
the tremendous protest vote in the
election ; listen the com
plaints of the disgruntled workers on
our Grumbling,
growling, is heard on all sides. We
cannot ignore these signs ; we cannot,
in justice, turn a deaf ear to them.
They are vital and must be reckoned
with later. Whence, we
ask, discord ? Who is
responsible for such a state of affairs
Capital points an finger at
labor ; labor, in turn, lays the blame
on capital. The will tell
you ' the at fault. The
social reformeyr, perhaps, will hold
our defective labor laws responsible.
But these answers a
gided and end in
the difficulty We must seek further
for a satisfactory answer.

We of our progress
rightly so. Our country
ous beyond precedent; but are
correspondingly happy? We have
made rapid strides in science—inven
tions of every sort are at our service.
We enjoy luxuries which a century
ago money could not purchase ; are
we satisfied? We have political
freedom, we have free schools, free
libraries yet we grumble. And
why? It is because we are not mere
animals with a physical and intellec-
tual nature. We are above all moral
beings. Modern society seems to
have forgotten this fact. We are
cultivaticg the physical and intellec-
tual side of man to the exclusion of
the moral. Platitude, if you will, |
but there will be no real content-
ment, no reasonable happiness until |
men, capitalist and labor, realize the
value of the moral law and abide by |
it. Intellectual and physical pro- |
gress, while very praiseworthy, do |
not make men deal fhonestly and
justly with their fellows. Man has |
a moral side and he must be con-
vinced that he is responsible to God
for its development if we are to hope |
for peace and harmony in the social
order.
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OFFICE OF THE CHURCH

The only agency that can enforce |
this morality is the Church., We all
know how labor was despised when
the Church started on her missions.
Work was beneath the dignity of a
Roman. The workingmen of those
days were the slaves—who
numerous that a distinctive dress
was denied them for fear that they
might realize their strength and rise
up in rebellion. Slaves had no |
gstanding in civil society ; they were, |
in the eyes of the law, not persons
but things.

were SO0

Now, slavery was primarily a poli
tical question, but the religious equal-
ity of man as taught by Christianity
was the negation of slavery. The
Church insisted on the dignity and |
equality of men before God. She ‘
taught that the slave had a soul and
that that soul was as precious in the
gight of God as was the master’s. |
“You are all the children of God by
fuith in Christ Jesus. . . There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither bond nor free.’” Hence, no
discrimination as to the social status
of the faithful was made by the
Church. Bond and free received the |
same sacC raments. ;\]:l\'l‘ﬂ were ;
raised to the priesthood. The very
Chair of Peter was occupied by men
of servile origin—Pius in the second
century and Callistus in the third.

The Church treated slaves humane-
ly, she redeemed them out
treasury when possible, she
their emancipation as an act of |
charity. She has been severely criti-
cised for tolerating slavery at all;
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but, as we have said, it was a poli
tical question and the Church had to
accept the fact, Revolution, physical
force, is not the of
doing things. Her weapon moral
force. She takes society as she finds
it little by little the
mass with her moral wchings
I'hus with
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welfare of
The guilds
institution primarily to
trade, but the spiritual
given due prominence.
Each guild had its patron saint, took
part in 1 celebrations,
vided Masses for deceased
Temporal interests, as some have un
justly were nob neglected
Legitimate ambition was not stifled.
The key not
the piling up of worldly goods
Who will say that the conditions of
labor not tolerable
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I'HE GRI \ I

Then came the
Fatal event ! Monasteries were con
fiscated, guilds abolished
superstitious foundations.
was divorced from religion. The old
mediaeval view life was changed.
Religion was made a private business
and iy has remained so private ever
since that the moral side of man has
been overshadowed.
architecture have comparatively
little or no religious significance,
Church and State gre now separate.
Religion has been thrown out of
education. Ever in our own day
men are doing their utmost to secu-
larize charities. These are the logi
cal outgrowths of revolt against the
Church. These evils had their origin
four hundred years ago. The "Refor-
took religion out of man's
daily life, and as a conseguence,
man has, to an alarming degree, lost
sight of conscience and moral re-
sponsibility. Hence, the question of
social unrest is staring us in the
face to-day ; and—note it well—it is
threatening, not because the
system " bad, but because men
are.

To-day we are striving to calm
this social unrest by means of legis
lation, :relief work and the 1
But these while good and necessary,
do not control the inner man
do not make men
do the admonitions
benevolent lady
" When the Untfortunate
Home this evening tell him a Kind
and Beautiful Lady called and asked
him please to stop Drinking, except
a Glass of Claret
be sure to read Eight or
from the Kncyclopedia
each night before retiring
lifting, " get underneath.” Get to
the man's heart. Change men in
ternally—there is your antidote for
gocial unrest. Higher wages, shorter
hours are good; but purer hearts
are infinitely better.
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“Come to me all ye that labor and
are burdened and I will refresh you"
is the invitation of the Church, the
workingman's truest friend. Social-
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ists will tell you the Church is the |

representative of capital—that relig-
people
in subjection—to make them satisfied
with their unjust lot. Do not be
lieve them! Where are their cre-
What have they done for
the workingman that can begin to
compare with the record
merely outlined? The

program is destructive ;

is discontent.

we have
his gospel
Whoever heard Social
sobriety, vir
tue to their followers? The Church
ig the friend of law and order. She
understands very well the conditions
under which labor groans; she knows
that unscrupulous men are laying a
heavy burden on the backs of the

poor. The Church is not a social
service organization, but she is fight
ing for you. Her priests are just as
golicitous for your welfare as ever,
but you must remember, the ( hurch
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I'o induce men to ignore God's word
and reject His law, to show men how
to do without God is the avowed aim
of the advance thinker of the day ;
the view of a civil
contract only, falls in with the rest
of the programme.

“Unfortunately we cannot stop at
that. The truth must be told, how
ever painfully it may strike the
1 ear, This is not only
a sign of an infidel society, it is also

outgrowth the principles
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RECREATION FOR
SOLDIERS

>

OUR

It a veteran educator who
gsaid that three things were necessary
to keep a college boy straight. The
first was the Sacraments, the second,
prayer, and the third a healthy in
terest in athletics. What the college
boy requires is'good for all young
people. We have long since found
out that a list, carefully compiled,
but consisting exclusively of “"dont’s”
is a poor way of keeping them up to
mark. The boy ought never to

an idle moment. He should
travel along a straight line from
school to home, and there employ
in study and other useful
But he won't. Eliza
Aunne hould
almost automatically, to her sampler
and other household duties at the
close of the day. But she
won't either, even though she be the
prefect, without blame and without
reproach, of the junior sodality.
I'here is a good deal of the animal,
healthy in the
young, that must be reckoned with,
It is not It
cannotbe suppressed, and the attempt
at repression only leads to disaster.
All work and no play, says the prov
erb, makes Jack a dull boy, and,
when the burden of the work
lifted for a time, tends to make him
bad one.
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school

the growing animal

bad. It is only natural
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a
gome kind of an outlet. Too
much repression forces them into
unhea'thful channels. It only
common sense to study these ener
gies, to discover how they may be
used to best advantage and made a

positive help, rather than a hindrance
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or an indifferent factor, in the life of

the young. No doubt, the “teaching
of play” has been made ridiculous by
extremists. In itself, however, it is
only the recognition of a very valu
able truth in psychology and morals.

We are now sending our "boys” by

| thousands into the training camps.

Socialist's |

|
|
|

In these grim schools of war, the
regime will be sufficiently drastic ;
so drastie, in fact, as to lead to a re-
vulsion in the times allowed for re
laxation and amusement. Next to
the direct spiritual ministry among
our soldiers, it is hard to conceive a
higher work than that now taken in
hand by the Knights of Columbus,
who propose to erect and supervise
amugement centers for the troops.
Even the brief experience at the
Mexican border was enough to prove

recur |

His play-energies must |

| unto

| seription

the absolute need of ample facilities
for recreation of o proper kind
the military We are con-
fronted, apparently, with the alter
native, that if we do not put suitable
relaxation reach
soldiers be led
ultimately

for
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fignres after early worldly experi
Many a saint has sowed a
large crop of wild oats before he took
to cultivating the flowers of virtue,
The moral of this particular birth
day sermon is that it really pays not
to indulge in character
forming if we wish to live until eighty
three feel,
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Semir years | been
that institu
ed for that.
considered broad

rationalistic

ArY.
teachi ¥
tion, !
Indeed, Union
enough to tolerat
teacher. Its theology suffers of
course, but Union to have
strange 1deas about that very strange
science called Protestant theology.
Professor Hall was forced to resign
Union, after the United States
Government found him implicated
in a plot that aimed at the destruc-
tion of the Government which pro
tected him and his pupils in Union
Seminary., His was & very poor re
turn for government protection,
Still he was an up-to-date ration-
alist, whose Christianity was Christ-
less, but modern and a bit fashion-
able.

Just about

e was not disimise

seems

from

a year ago
product of Union, Bouck White,
enlivened a Socialist meeting by
burning the "Stars and Stripes.” No
one is so foolish as to say that the
erratic preacher learned flag-burning
at Union. He learned rationalism
there surely, and the consistent
rationalist is a law unto himself.
What does the man who is a law
unto himself care for the flag ?

Only a tew weeks ago at Paterson,
N. J., the police authorities inter
rupted a speech that was being de
livered by Norman M. Thomas of
New York, who was denouncing con
scription. This young few
years ago was licensed to preach by
the New York Presbytery, although
at the time of his examination his
answers were unsatisfactory from
“an evangelical standpoint.” The
examination had nothing to do with
loyalty to country, but a good deal to
do with loyalty to Christ. Old fash
ioned Protestantism would have been
shocked at the disloyalty to Christ
contained in the answers of this

another

man o

| bright geminarian of a modern Pro-

testant seminary. But old-fashioned
Protestantism is as rare as a horse
car in New York, or a crowded pew
in summer at Grace or Trinity.

Rationalism had convinced
young preacher that he was a law
himself.
Christ of his owyn making. But a
Christ of his own making never said
all authority comes from on high and
that loyalty to the law of the land is
a conscientious duty. The Christ of
the Gospels said that. = So when con
became law, this very
splendid product of rationalism pro
ceeded to decry it, for he was his
own law. He was brilliantly logical
but the police did not follow his
logic, so they put a period to his
gspeech, He disagreed with
police, as Alexander Berkman did.
In fact, Alexander Berkman held the

rationalist's principle that he was a

| interrupting
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unto bimself,
not eall it rationalism but anoarchy,
The strange thing is that the root
principle of both is the same. Bring
(God down to the human level till
finully there isa no God, and you have
rationalism in  the and
in the State It is a simple
but it the of
tiem, For patriotism
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law as 1« ice of God,
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Lauder singing comice
in hall in London.
They handed him the telegram when
he came the stage, and he fell
into chair, In his agony be
rushed over to France and saw the
grave of his son, and heard there the
story of how the boy had turned
God in the trenches, and of !
bravely he died; and then Lauder
hastened to comfort his wife in their
Scottish home 'here is a good old
Scot went to console him.
He found I der chair by
the fix
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Marcel Knecht, of the |

NANCY

niversity
member of the
National Committee, in

at the Catholic Summer

chool, Plattsburg, N. Y., recently

recalled the fact that there are
five thousand Catholic priests
reuch army, three
hundred are regular chaplains with
the title captain ; every colonel
chooses a soldier-priest as assistant
in in each battalion. All the
other priests mobilized are serving as
ighting officers or privates. The
courage, the devotion to the wounded
and the wonderful patriotism shown
by the young priests in the trenches
are evidenced by the fact that three
thousand seven hundred French
priests have received the War Cross.
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REPEATED ONCE MORE

P

Insistance and repetition are neces-
sary even when the fact is witness to
its own importance. For it is char
acteristically human to measure con
sequence by the force with which a
matter is brought home to us. So a
reiteration of the danger of permit
ting the War to disrupt the educa
tional program of the country is in
order. It only the busybodies
with their own advertisment in view
who consider depleting the schools
that the army may be filled. Unfor
tunately, the War has revealed our
preponderance of such who are
always fussing about something and
pnever doing anything. The menace
of empty in the coming
term is not an imaginary one. If its
cause is not a shirking by parents of
the financial obligations conseauent
to the education of youth, then it is
shirking by the students then
their duties, though pat-
riotism is used to cloak both offend-
ers.

President Wilson is not now much
given to idle discussion. But the
danger of men below the draft age
their education has
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FRENCH COLORED TROOPS MAKE
)T OF CONSECRATION
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Catholic and
found an altar 1n a
many soldiers kneeling before it.

a Le
with
It
had been saved and erected there out
of the way falling shells. The
lady led the way afterwards into the
ruined nave of Rheims cathedral
and the little black soldier followed.
He beheld such a church as he had
never dreamed of. Even the cathe
dral of Anatananarvio was dwarfed,
but the glorious pillars were shat
tered, the great windows were gaping,
the wonderful carvings were defaced
the roof had fallen in. The little
soldier wept, and then he fell to
thinking. Going up to the lady in

side

of

| black, he offered her a twenty-sous

piece, his savings, and summoninghis
best French he said simply, pointing
to the ruin around them: " To mend
it!” He felt that if all the soldiers
he had seen and all the men and
women of France also offered the
little that they had, perhaps all this

| beauty might yet be restored.

AFTER WAR

The fact that ‘' the speedy adjust
ment of industrial
the War,” t!
the League of the 1 Heart,
been blessed and approved
Holy Father should bring
to the

spiritual

conditions after

1@ August intention for

Sacre

little comfort hearts of
iren
his

wer on the Vatican Hill, sees

numberless chil
Whether
watch
gigns indicating that peace will soon
be restored to the lo
know. It is clear,

Pope Benedict, from

we ( not
that he

world,
however,

| is eager to enlist the prayerful assist

called forth a solemn warning by our

chief executive.
a letter to Secretary Lane, says:

‘1t would, as you suggest, seriously
impair America's prospects of success

| in this War if the supply of highly

He would preach a |
| inished.

trained men were unnecessarily dim-
There will be need for a

President Wilson in |

| larger number of persons expert in |

the |

the various fields of applied science
than ever before. Such persons will
be needed both during the War and
after its close. I, therefore, have no
hesitation in urging colleges
technical schools to endeavor to
maintain their courses as far as pos-
gible on the usual basis.”

Sacrifice is essential for victory,
but needless sacrifice leads only to
ultimate defeat, and depriving boys
and girls of their education, using
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needless sacrifices.—New World.
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he success has
been very gratifying and shows the
deep interest which Catholis
people take in the work of the mis
slonary in
bless you most cordially and all yons
labors, as a pledge my earnest wishss
for your greatest success in all youy
undertakings.” I entreat you %o
continue the support of my struggling
migslon, assuring you f re membranocs
in my prayers and Masses.

Yours faithfully in Jesus and Mary,
J. M. FRABRER,
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