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There are some assertions which are
#0 bold, and so0 contewpiuous of the
facts of bistory, and of the aut ity ol
the greatest historians, that it is very
difficult to answer them. There iv a
degree of cfirontery which fairly
away the hreah

This is exemplified in t 12 unrvestrainedly

bitter accusa.don which the Springficl
Republican  correspondent brings
against the Sce of R e, and which 1
have g 10ted in wy last paper. 1 will
repeat it, that we may have it distinetly
before us. ;
$The Roman Chorch, for centuries,
ha# been a concentration of the mwost
dangerous and bloody jpower,—the
power over souls by religious conformity
—in the hands of a few persons at Rome
who have not serupled to use sheir au-
thority, from time to time, to promote
war, protect assassiation, perscoute
the weak and pardon the strong for
their crimes when those erimes seemed
to promise aid for the oppressor, and
subsistence for the priests who
helped maintair the oppression.”

Now what is the meaning of these
furious charges, taken in their aggre
gate and in there mutual dependence?
Plainly this, that at some point in the
hluwr§ of Westorn Kurope (doubtless,
from bis tone, long before the Reforma-
tion ), the Catholic Church ceased to be
the chief embodiment of Christianity and
the chief agency there of civilization
and of spiritual and moral good, and
became the seat of a conspiracy for
using every religious and civil force of
Europe as the passive instrument of
the ambition and cupidity *‘of a few
persons at Rome, "’

These * few persons'’ he would have
us believe, have agreed—whether ex
plicitly or by mutual understanding
is indifferent—to bend all the doctrines,
sacraments, ceremor ies, oflices, succes
slons, of Catholic Christianity, which
before them had been ingenuously serv
ing their avowed purpote of advancing
the Christian religion, into the passive
and largely unconscious instruments of
serving the diabolical sclfishness *‘ of a
few persons at Rome. "’

That this conspiracy of evil might not
fail, the successors in it have been insid
fously chosen, this man would I»avo‘ us
belicve, from generation to generation
out of thote judged, by previons trial,
likely to prove servicable members of
this great confederacy of hell.  The
writer won'd probably allow that these
infernal designs had been covered by
the infusrion of a eortain proportion of
unconscious innocents, who have sup
posed themwselves to be serving Chriat
when in reality they were serving the
Prince ol Darkness. The clue, however,
he wruld say, has been faithful kept in
the hands «f a central saccession of
intending and conscions promoters of
evil.

Let avy one examine Jansser
presentation of the custouiary languag
of the Lutherans towards the Romwm
See in Luther's time and down to the
outbreak of the Thirty Years' War,
and he will see how much tois gentle
man's way of speach resembles theirs
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life. We can imagine what his feelings
are towards the Catholic Church, when
Lueretia Borgis is  the nearest
approach to a Catholic saint whon he
can prevail on himself to mention !
There is a story told about Mr,
Fronde , which I dare say is substan-
tially true, but which I have ventured
to embellish a little. It is said that he
va# orce in the library ol Trinity

' , Dablin, looking over docaments
b n the insorrection of 1611,
At last, gathering up a pile of them,
he handed them to the attendan t,
saying: ‘“There, take these away.
I'hess give evidence mitigating the

erimes of the Irish Papists, and I an
here to find evidence aggravating them,
am the Devil's Advocate against thew.'

Whether Kroude said this or not, it
sufficiently doscribes his way. Now
this gentleman, intellectually, is the
genuine half-brother of Froude. Tobe

sure, he is too immensely inferior to
him to be se pcsed of the ful! blood aid
therefore is hanpily exempt from those
oceasional ontharsts of involuntary ad
miration of the opposing side
which Froude's mental eninence some-
times betrayed him. This gentleman
is “the Advoeatus Diaboli from begin
ning to end

Let me again remind the reader that
the question is not about the existence
of scandals in Catholic history. Nine
teen hundred years are a long time and
Europe avd South America are a great
region, and some nges have been more,
some very much less favorable to relig
ion and morality. The brighter the
light, the deeper the darkness. Sin in
Christendom is more conscious and
therefore more aggravated than sin out-
side. Wickedness in a priest is more
hateful than in a layman. These
thoughts are jconmon enough in Catholic
theology, and these scandals are de
seribed in composed detail, by Catho
lic scholars, by Dr. Lingard, by Wetzer
and Welte, by Dr. Pastor, and in a
pecul ar fullness by Cardinal Baronius.
Of course, by gloating on the worst
aspects o} Church history, and writing
ag if the endless instances of moral and
religious excellence in Catholic annals
did not exist, any one may easily make
the Vatican, and indeed the vhole
Chureh, appear as if it were the ap-
pointed residence of Appollyon. That
is the style of this writer. Yet, as we
#eo, he is not content with this. He
deliberately assures us that the Koman
See has hoen for centuries ——doubtless
at least since Hildebrani, eight hun-
dred and fifty years—an inveterate and
settled confederacy to violate all the
principles of righteousness, and all tha
instinsts of mercy for the ore end of
advancing the power and the vulgar
pomp of a koot of evil men at Rome,
continued by a recret and unhallowsd
succession.  With somewhat more de
cency of speech, this is no less abom-
inably slanderous than the inconceiv-
ible brutalities of Luther and the still
sreater brutalities of his firsh follow-
Ors.

Before examinirg this tissne of con
tumely in detail, T will first consider

v a Catholic of the same temper as
this correspondent might, on his prio-
ciples, deal with Protestantisn.
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( d to practice my religion from
false shame, and all the evil came from
this first fanlt against humility, which
seems to me to be decidedly the most
noecessary of all the virtnes. This step
i taken, I could not fall in the
journey of life to read many books, to
near many words and to #eo many
examples, intended to convinee me that
rothing is more legitimate than for a
wan to obey his pride and sensuality,
nd [ became very quickly almost
utterly indifferent to all sentiment of
rligion. My case, as may be seen, was
very commonplace, It was the

ion of a soldier, weary of discipline
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I certainly did not hate the flag under
vhi I had served, 1 only fled from it
and forgot it. To day, when | have
found my faith once more, I ask myself
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{ d in which T speak of holy things
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On November 1, 1885, Leo XIII. ad.
dressed these words to the whole Catho
ic world :

“* The Chureh, it is8 true, deems it
nnlawful to place the various forms of |
divine worship on the same footing as
he true religion. Still it does not on
that account econdemn those rulers,
vho, for the sake of securing some
great  good or preventing  some
{ rent evil, allow by custom and usage

voh kind of religion to have its place
¢ thelr respeetive states  Indeed, tho
hureh is wont diligently to take care
' that no one shall be compelled against
his will to embrace the Catholic faith ;
'frr, as St. Augustine wisely reminds
us, man cannot believe otherwise than
of his own free will,”’—Catholic Home,

FIVE-MINUTES SERMON,

Second Sunday of Advent

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.

The bhaantiful faast of the Innaenlate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin
being s0 near at band, let us consider
it this morning. The do:trive of the
Immaculate Coneeption, then, my dea
bretaren, is simply this: that our
Blessed Lady, though the off spring
merely of huaman parents, like the res
and liable to inherit
origiual sin from them as we have in-
herited it from ours, was nevertheless
by the speeial providence and decree
of God eutirely presorved from it,

She was precerved from it entirely, |
say. This may be understood ic tw
ways. Fist, it was never in her, It
was not taken from her at the first mo
ment of her existence, as it has been
taken from us at baptism ; no, it was
not taken from her, for it wis not in
her even at that first momont.

Secondly, she was entirely saved
from its effects, not partly, as wa have
been, None of ite consejuences re-
maived in her, as [ have s1id thay d

of us naturally

in us, No, she was as if there has
never bhien such a thing ; except that
her Son willed that she shounld suffer

together with Iim,
being in us.

Now, ny brethren, I hope yon all un
derstand this ; for a great deal of noa-
senss is talked abont this ma ter, espec

Prote

on account of its

most of whom

jally o nte

ially by otes ants, «
have not the least idea what is mean
by the Immacnlate Conception of our
Blessed Mother, and who yet object to
itjast as bitterly as if they did. They
either confoand it with her virginal
motherhood, in which they them:elves
believe aud yet seem t> object to our
believing it, or they accuse us of saying
that she was divine like her Son, our
Lord. 1If they would only examine
they wo1ld find that what the Church
teaches is simply this: that our Lady
is a creature of God like ourselves,
baving no existence at all before the
time of her Immaculate Conception ;
but that she is a pure and perfect
creature, the most pure and perfect
that God has ever made ; immaculate,
that is to say, spotless ; free from any
stain or imperfection, especially from
the fata' stain of original sin. And
that the reason why God made her so
was that she was to be His own mother,
than wiich no higher dignity can be
conceived. If they object to this, let
them do so ; but let them at least know
and say what they are objecting to.

at Ieast, will not object to this doetrine
when they understand it. But perbaps
tome of them may ray : ** This is all
very good, but what right bas th=
Pope, or any one else at this late day,
to make it 2 part of the Christia
faith ?  And it may be that even some
Catho'ics will find the svme difficulty.

I will answer this question now
though it is a little off of our present
sabj:ct, on acconnt of the prom nence
which has been given to it of late
The an«wer is simply thia : The Pope
has not atded anything as all to the
Christian faith in defining the dostrine
of the Immaculate Conception. He has
no wore done so than the Council of
Niciea did in defining the doetrine of
the Divinity of our Lord.

You remember, my brethren, per
baps, that from this council the Nicene
Creed, which is said or sung at Mass,
takes its name. It was called together
to condemn the errors of some who
maintained that onr Lord was not truly

God.  And it solemnly defined that He
was.  Very well ; was that adding any
thing to the Christian faith ? O
course not ; it was simply declaring
what the Christian faith was, to put an
end to the doubts which were arising
about it. Tuat is plain ensugh, is i
not ?

Now what was it that the Pope did in
lefining the Immaculate Coneeotion ?
Exactly the same thing. He deflned
what the faith really was to puvs an end
to doubts about it. The only differ
ence was that those who opp 1
doubted the Immaenlate Coneeption of

our Lady were not so much to blame a
those who opposed or doubted vhe
Divinity of onr Lord, or even in manv
eases not at all to blame., 15 was not

such a prominent part of the faith, »
had becn wore obssured by time. RBar
the action of the Pope and the council
in the two cases was just the same,
D S —
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smae’ RESIGNATION

There is need for courage midst the
dangers and conflicts of life, but there
is need and greater need of resignation
with which to withstand the losses and
the defeats which often attend thew,
Courage is for the moment whaile the
danger is present or the conflie’ lasts ;

but resignation wust be las ieg till
their mistortunes are retrisved or their
conseqnuences forgotten, which, in many
cares, 18 never, A man is said to be

g eat in danger aud good in victory,
but he is greatest aud grandest when he
trivmphs over relf and refu.es to be
hiras ot be overcome by the disappoing-
ments and defeats which he has en-
couvtered, no matter how iten they
hive come or how lasting their coon
oguences. HResigvation is not the
et Jidity of the base and the wnfeeling
Jite the African slave or the lowly
Arab ol the desert, which nothing can

mouve, but it is a Christian virtue,
b upon the higher hopos in God

ich makes a man strong to abide the
iils and trials of life in the expectation
he bas th as that for bearing 'hem
rovignedly he will ons day enjoy the
happivess and glory of beaven.

Such was the resolution of the flrst
professors and teachers cf the Chris
tian faith, the ajostles who, while lay
ing dewn their lives counted it galn to
die for COnrist. Bat it is not given
every one to meet great dangers, or to
be over
come by them. *‘ Peace hath her vie.
tories as well as war,”” and for most
m-n it is in the little tria's and worries
aod diffienlties, the ordinary temp-
tations and trials, thau lite's battles
mast be fought, and the necessary resig
nation must be practiced as often as we
areovercome by them. Resignation is the
gift of God's grace. Oone may philoso
hize upon misfortunes and for a while,
and a long while in some cases, may
be able to bear up against the depres-
sion they prowpt. Bat if they con
tinue a long while and increase as they
last, poor nature, unsustained by grace,
gradually succumbs, as we have seen in
the case of Socrates and many pagan
philosophers, and as we see in the
every-day Ji'e around us in those who
have not the sustaining power of the
Christian faith, nor know the consola-
tions and comforts of religion. Evils
long borne crush many a life that bears
them,

It is the true Christian belief that
no trial which God sends or p:rmits
need ever overcome one providing
one has his heurt and hie
hopes in God, Material things may go
against surh an one, as, for example,
his business may fail, or ot his waalth
he may be deprived ; bealth may go
from him and death may come fir him,
or those he has loved. H»s may, like
Job, be erushed to the earth with dire
misfortunes, or, like Susanna, be wronj-
fally accused, bat, like St. Paul,
ol . | strip2s, nor persacutions, nor
calumny, nor any, nor all these things,
will ever separate him from the love
of Christ.”” In a word, he will not lose
faith in God, but will, like St. Panl,
console himself with the thought ¢ that
virtue is perfected by trial,”’ anl say
**he burn, he cut, but spare, O, spare
in eternity !’ And, like Job, even if
all should be lost—iamily, friends, for-
tunes—he wou!d still be resigned and
say, ** God gave and God t)ok away,
blessad be the name of Gud forever ;"'
and even shonld the miseries and mis-
forunes of life threaten to annihilate
him, he woun'd still be undaunted and
invincible and like that hero of submis-
sion to the divine will exclaim : “ I
know that my Redeemer liveth, ¢
crowxn will not be wanting in etert

Regignation, Christian resignation, is
nothing more nor less than conformity
with the will of God. Tt is based on a
faith in His goodness and on hope is
Hig justice, and it finds its lifein loving
Him, even in the greatest crosses that
it is calied ugon to earry, and kisees
the divine hand that smites it., With
snch a one God is always good, and he
never ceasss to praise Him, and ne
8ays :

‘God is good when He gives, v

S lon

8 from His hands are but
in disguise.”

when he
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blessings

Our Divine Lord, Who has taught us
all things that lead to eternal life, has
cht and exemplified the daty of doing
and abiding with the holy will of God.
In the beantifal prayer He composed
for cur instruection saying this way
should you pray. ie said, speaking of
the will of God, we should say : * Thy
will be done on ecarth as it is nheaven.”

Ard this perfestion of t{is perfect
yielding to the will of His Father has
baen shown us by St. Paul, who said of
onr divine Lord that He was '‘obedi
ent uuto dea.h, even to the death of
the cross. "' This, we know, was shown
us oy our Lord Himselt, for when over-
coene with a bloody sweat at the
thouzht of the persecation and cruci
fix.on Ho was called upon to undergo
and poor nature weakening at the or
deal, He exclaimed. *' Father, it it is
poss.ble, ler this ehali pass away
'rom me, "’ He added thess resolate and
resigned words, ** Not my will, but
thine be done '

Leo us be resiguned, or rather let us
ask for the gift and grace of resigna-
tion always, for it is from God that
this strength mnst come, Wa must
have its spirit abiding with us always,
f r we kno» not when we will stand in
nead of it, We sooner or liter find
this life is bat a vale of tears: that all
la fleeting and unsatisfactory. We
read that life's hopes are but phaatoms,
its pleasures false, its honors empty.
Weo must then wait with firm trast and
lasting hope in God, and love and terve
Him always, no matter what comes for
it here, walting and hopiagz for heaven
in the great hereafter.—Bishop Colton
ia Catholic Union and Times.

THE GODLESS WOMAN,

People instinctively shrink from the
godiess woman, for the godless womsn
is the one without heart and without
affection. There is no light in her,
There i8 no glory. Hers is a ¢)ld and
rebellious spirit. She is discord in the
sweetost harmonies of the universe.
She iy a wandering star; she is a
motionless brook ; she is a voiceless
bird ; the strings of her soul are never
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tonched by the
knows nothing of the goodness, of the
truth, of the beauty of God, and of
those that love Him. Like the mascu
line woman, she has no place in the
world.

It would be a false conception to
imagine that because a woman is not
performing public funetions, hecause
she is not present in the glare of the
tootlights, becanse she is not engaged
in making great history, that therefore
her time is lost ; that she is, as it
were, an outecast from the provideuce
of God ard that her days are useless.
Ii she be a good wife and a good
mother, and a good sister, and a good
daughter, if sha help her father to bear
his burdens, if she relieve her fading
and filing mother, if she restrains her
brothers from wicked acsociations, if
she gather the forsaken around her
koee in the moment of distress and
press them to her heart and love them

and make them fezl that life is
worch  liviog, because here is a
human heart that goes out to them,
she may perform her mission in the
world.—Rev M. P. Dowling, 8. J.,
in St, Xavier Calendar, Cinn.
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popular Annual for 196, cen now be had. 1
i= congiderably erlarged and coniaing & beau
tiful co’ored frontispiece of the Child Jesus.
Handsomely illustirated throughout  Thi
Annual is even more interesting than in form

% B¢

er years. In point of originali'y it cannot
surpaseed, the contribators being some of ouz
best Cartholle au hors. Th following ar
some of the articles:
Behold Ho Comes,” (poetry)
“The Bir bplace of Fatt Jepues,” by Rev

npbell 8 J (illustrated)
Lord’s Ancinted,” by Grace Keor
(:llus'rated)

Mhe T
T Y

Profundis Bell” by Conrad Ku

Tunnel ” ({llnairated)
harine Tynao Hiokson.,
3 d) 12 scenes in
the Vener } Trega's

**Mary Nralon's ¢

'"“8t. Anthony of Pad
gornes in the lite of
Padua)

“Qaved by an Trept

if

by Magdalen Rock,
v dusire ted—cight
y Wonder Worker of

tion " (illnstrated),

* The Lifting of the Cioud,” by Mrs, Francisa
Chadwick,
*The Infant Mar bricf notount of the

devotion to the Inf M vy (illastrated)

' The Seven Rooms of Satan :” a Ghost Story
With s Moral, (illuatrate )

* 8ibvl,"” (illustrated),

" The Fever Chapel,” a Tale of the Nother:
lands, (i1 ustraied)

Some Noteble Kvents of the Yoar 1904 1906
(INustrated)

N-w Bithops.

The Dead of the Year

For sale at the Carnoric Rrcorp Office
London.

Price 25 Cents,

Address : THOMAS COFFEY,

DECEMBE
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