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THE CHARIOT RACE.

The Catholic St andard and Times.

r {n to-dey’s chapter of ‘‘ Favorite
Characters " 00@ of our Vacation Con-
test essaylsts explains why he lkes
Ben Hur the hero of General Lew
Wallace's famous book. The most
dramatic portion of the story s the de-
geription of the chariot race batween
the young Jew and his Ryman enemy,
Megeala,  The stirring ecene i8 &
favorite gubject for recitation. We
givelt to day in abridged form.

The arens eWam in a dazzie of light,

ot each driver looked the first thing
for the rope, then for the coveted {nner
line. S0 all six aiming at the same
pointand speeding furiously a collision
geemed {nevitable, nor that merely.
What if the editor at the last moment,
digsaticfied with the etart, should with.
pold the signsl to drop the rope? Or
if he should not give it in time ?

The fours neared the rope together.
Then the trumpater by the editor’s elde
blew a signsl vigorously. Seelng the
action, the judges dropped the rope,
and not an instant too soon, for the
hoof of one of Messala's horses struck
ttas it fell. Nothing daunted, the
Roman shock out his long lash, loosed
the reins, leaned forward and, with a
triumphant ghout, took the wall,

wJove with us! Jove with us!”
yelled all the Roman faction, in a
frenzy of delight.

As Massala tarned in the bronze
iion's head at the end of his axle caught
the foreleg of the Athenian’s right
pand tracemate, flinging the brute
over agalnst its yoke fellow. There
wag a crash, a scream of rage and fear,
and the unfortunate Athenian fell
under the hoofs of his own steed:.

On swept the Corinthian, on the By-
zantine, on the Sidonian.

Sanballat looked for Ben Hur and
turned again to Drusus and his co-
terie

A hundred sestertii on the Jew !”
he cried.

i Tgken ! answered D:usus,

« Apother hundred on the Jaw !"
ghouted Sanbaliat.

Nobody sppeared to hear him. He
called again ; the situatlon below was
too absorbing, and they were too busy
shouting, ‘" Magsala! Messala ! Jove
with us !

Saddenly he saw Ban Hur to the
front, coursing freely forward along
with the Roman ! Behind them in a
group followed the Sidonian, the Cor-
inthian and the Byzantine.

The race was on ; the souls of the
racers were in it ; over them bent the
myriads.

When the dash for position begar
Ben Hur was on the extrems left o
thesix, For a moment, like the others
he was half blinded by the lightin th
areana, yet he managed to catch sigh
of his antagonists and divine their pur
pose. At Messala, who was more tha
an antagonist to him, he gave on
searching look.

Ina time not longer than was r
quired to turn to his four again Be
Hur felt his own resolation harder
At whatever cost, at all hazards, I
would humble bis enemy. Priz
friends, wagers, honor, everythir
that can be thought of as a possible i
terest in the race was lost in the o
deliberate purpose, Regard for I
even should not hold him back. Y
there was no passion on his part;
blinding rush of heated blood frc
heart to brain and back again ; noi
pulse to fling himself upon fortune ;
did not belleve in fortune ; far oth
wise, He had his plan and, confidl
In bimself, he settled to the tack ne'
more observant, never more capal
The air about him seemed aglow w
arenewed and perfect transparen

When not half way across the ar
he saw Messala’s rush would, if th
was 1o collision and the rope fell, g
him the wall ; that the rope would
he ceased as soon to doubt, and, |
fher, it came to him, a sudden fls
light insight, that Messala knew it
to be lat drop at the last moment (]
arrangement with the editor c
safely reach that point in the cont
and it suggested what more Roman
thau for the official to lend himself
countryman who, besides being
popular, had also much at ste
There could be no other accountin,
the confidence with which Me
pushed his four forward the instar
competitors were prudently chec
their fours in front of the obstru
~no other except madness.

It {8 one thing to see & necessit)
another to act mpon it. Ben
yielded the wall for the time.

The rope fell, and all the four b
fprang into the course under urg
of voice and lash. He drew he
the right and, with all the speed
Arabs darted across the trails
opponents, the angle of mov
being such as to lose the least tin
g;ln the greatest possible ads

while the spectators were shiv
at the Athenian's mishap, and ¢
donian, Byzantine and Cori
were striving with sucn skill @
possessed to avold involvement
::in. Ben Hur swept around ar
- e course neck and neck with M
hough on the outside. The mai
:km shown in making the chan,

r{"m the extreme left across
f.fl\\thwh.hom appreciable loss
the ct\ e sharp eyes upon the be

rcus seemed to rock Aar
'Exn with prolonged applause
St 'hush fell over all the cli
b or the first time in the r
at o and clang of the cars p!
1 t:' the tugging steeds were ¢
oybe eard, Then it would seem
o :rved Ben Hur and recogniz
4 at once the aundacity of ¢t

tmed out in an astoniebing |
"' Down Eros, up Mara!" he |
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