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THE LIBRARY QUESTION.- The 

I question of the selection of books 
; ,0r the proposed Montreal free pub

lic library is again before the City 
[ Council; and the majority of the 

■ Catholic aldermen seem to be op. 
j posed to the idea of recognizing «be 
I ^ght of the Church in this import- 
I wt matter. And those who do fav- 

recognition of the claims of 
I jhe Church in this connection are 
j hostile to the proposal to accord to 
I Irish Catholic section of the 

1 community the same rights which 
ore freely granted to the Protestant 
section of it. The struggle for fr«y- 

; dom right, and fair play appears to 
_3 still far from being over, so far 

i y this province is concerned. lu 
; onother column we print an article 

from the pen of one of our occa
sional correspondents on this sub
ject. ______ ^

HR. TARTE’S SUCCESSOR. —At 
last the Cabinet changes rendered 
necessary by the resignation of Mr. 
Tarte have been authentically an
nounced. His successor in the Cab
inet is Ex-Mayor Prefontaine of this 
city; but his successor in the Min
istry of Public Works is an Ontario 
man, Mr. James Sutherland. Quebec 
thus loses the head of one of the 
two great spending departments of 
the Government, New Brunswick 
having one, and Ontario the other. 
We have had occasion to censure Mr. 
Prefontaine’s conduct in two not
able instances; when he opposed the 
right of Irish Catholics to their turn 
in the mayoralty, and when he de- 

•nied their claim to receive justice at 
the hands of the Harbor Commis
sioners. Nevertheless, we wish his 
success as a Cabinet Minister, and 
we hope that he may yet have wis
dom enough to change his views in 

, regard to the rights of Irish Catho
lics in this province.

. &T. PATRICK'S PASTOR. — The 
Rev. Martin Callaghan, P.P. of St. 
Patrick’s, celebrated his feast day on 

! Monday. The occasion was lovingly 
I commemorated by the pupils of St. 
r Patrick’s School, Alexander street, 

by whom this worthy priest‘has long 
been held in u flection ate esteem ever 
since he first became connected with 
the parish, years before he occupied 

■ Ms present position as pastor. The 
' True Witness" join with the pupils 

! in heartily wishing him .many happy 
Rjeturns of the day.

MISSION OF THE GESU.—A mis- 
ion for English-speaking women has 

going on this week in the 
*h of the Gesu. It has been 

|*eli attended, and is bearing fruit
ful spiritual results.

H»e condition of the two inevitably 
suggested a contrast. The latter 
was covered with natural and artifi
cial flowers, placed there by those 
who cherish his memory. Poor Mc
Gee’s tomb was unadorned. The 
graves of other prominent Irishmen 
who during their lifetime devoted 
their best energies and abilities to 
the cause of their Church and their 
country were similarly neglected. 
Surely our people ought to pay more 
respect to the memory of our great 
and worthy dead.

HIGH LIFE SCANDAL.—The Brit
ish capital is again been shocked by 
stories of depravity on the part of 
men belonging to what is known as 
the "upper ten"—men of wealth who 
are members of the House of Lords 
and of the House of Commons, and 
men who bear honorable names. The 
details are too revolting to be even 
suggested. One of the monsters has 
been sentenced to ten years' servi
tude. and another to five. The others 
have been allowed to escape the con
sequences of their enormous crimes. 
It is the old story of the moral de
pravity of the idle rich.

EDUCATION BILL.—With the very 
large and solid majority which it 
possesses in both Houses of Parlia
ment, there can be no doubt as to 
the fate of the British Government 
Education Bill. The hypocritical and 
bigoted non-comfonformists aré de
nouncing the measure in violent 
terms in their pulpits and their 
newspapers and on their platforms. 
That it should Ipe proposed to pay 
state or rate money for "sectarian" 
purposes they profess to regard with 
horror, apparently forgetting that 
Catholic and Anglican and non-con
formist clergymen, as chaplains in 
the army and navy, in prisons, 
workhouses, and industrial and re
formatory schools, have for years 
received salaries either directly from 
the state or from the taxes paid by 
the ratepayers. And they have never 
been behind hand in clamoring for 
the appointment of nonconformist 
ministers to such salaried positions. 
These nonconformists forget that 
other peoples’ consciences are as 
worthy of respect and consideration 
as their own.

posts with the dangerous current. 
Collections of mails were delayed 
and men were stationed at the let
ter boxes to warn citizens not to 
use the boxes. At eleven o’clock the 
electric lights were shut off, leaving 
the street in darkness and the elec
tricians were at work trying to dis
cover the leak."

POISONOUS MILlt-Wo are told 
that formaldehjçde is put very large
ly in milk as a preservative, keeping 
it sweet and palatable in the hot
test weather and not affecting its 
taste, but it is also known to some
that it makes a most unwholesome
compound and has perhaps killed 
numbers of invalids and children. A 
very simple test, we understand, 
within the reach of every household
er, is sulphuric acid. Put a little of 
the milk in a clean bottle and drop 
into it a drop of sulphuric acid. If 
there be formaldehyde in the milk it 
will turn pink. If the milk be pure 
the color will remain unchanged.

NEGRO GHOULS.—A gang of ne
gro ghouls has been arrested in In
dianapolis for having systematically 
robbed graves at the instigation of 
the Central Medical College, the au
thorities of which paid handsomely 
for the bodies. The leader of the 
gang has confessed that more than 
three hundred graves have been rob
bed within the last two years. The 
population is in a state of ferment ; 
and several suits’ for damages have 
been brought against the colleg? au
thorities by persons, the , bodies of 

whose relatives have been stolen. One 
adtion is for $10,000. This case of 
wholesale and systematic body- 
snatching is unprecedented.
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DILLON AND BLAKE. — Messrs. 
Dillon and Blake are certain of a 
rousing reception when they visit 
Montreal. But cheers and enthusi
asm will not maintain the Irish Par
liamentary Party in its struggle for 
Justice and freedom. Practical sym
pathy in the shape of dollars is 
what is needed; and this we hope, 
will be forthcoming in generous mea
sure. Irishmen in the United States 
are contributing munificiently to the 
national fund. There is an example 
which ought to be followed.
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AN OLD SLANDER.— Anti-Catho
lic, and anti-Irish writers commonly 
advance as an argument against the 
morality of our people, that prison 
records show a majority of the in
mates of prisons to be Irish, and 
presumably Irish Catholics. Th« y 
take a list of the names from the 
records of the police courts and tri
umphantly flaunt their so-called dis
covery in the face of our people. 
This old time accusation has again 
been serving the purpose of some 
Chicago writers. But a police ser
geant of that city has made a reply 
that exposes the slander and un
masks the men who are not anove 
telling falsehoods in order to attain 
their unworthy eftds. We take this 
extract from the letter in question:— 

For many years the writer was 
desk sergeant at one of the principal 
police stations in this city (Chica
go), and had every opportunity of 
learning and observing the ruses ancj 
falsehoods resorted to by prisoners 
in concealing their ages, nationality 
and occupation. To the questions 
‘What is your age?' ‘What is your 
nationality?’ ‘Married or single?’ 
‘What is your occupation?' asked by 
the desk sergeant many a lying an
swer is returned. Many and many a 
time the prisoner gives a wrong 
name. Wrong or right his answer 
forms part of the record. The court 
sheets from which the information 
regarding the prisoner is derived and 
the commitment papers to the Bride
well made out are only copies of the 
arrest book kept by the desk ser
geant. To give Irish names is a 
common trick of people arrested. I 
could recount hundreds of cases 
where arrested persons gave an Irish 
origin, and yet they were as foreign 
to everything Irish as wool in a 
goat’s house.”

We might remark that the same 
game, in a smaller degree, has been 
played very frequently in this coun
try and especially in this city. But 
we are pleased to note that we have 
no neighbors mean enough to resort 
to similar arguments against the 
Irish Catholic element in our com
munity. And we believe that this is 
due, in great part, to the fact that 
our non-Catholic friends are aware 
of the exact state of affairs in this 
^ard. _____

ory One of the latest attempts comes 
from a Baptist minister in Denver 
The report says:—

"Rev. Joshua Gravett, of Galilee 
Baptist Church, considered thor
oughly orthodox in all his preach
ings and methods, said he would not 
for the world have copies of the 
Commandments placed about his 
church, and also said that should 
miài break one of the Commandments 
it Would not necessarily mean his 
eternal damnation or anything ap
proaching it.

"He explained to his fellow minis
ters that the Commandments were 
giveA as a law for the Israelites, and 
that they should not be applied 
laws in this generation; that 
the spiritual grace of the people of 
thi^ day comes through the epistles 
of ( the New Testament and 
through that old law."

Wè are not surprised at Rev. Mr. 
Gravett—who probably has never 
read St. Matthew and the injunction 
to "keep the Commandment*;"' but 
we are astonished that he could 
find a Christian congregation—be it 
Baptist or otherwise — sufficiently 
patient to listen to such preaching 
and to refrain from making a posi
tive disapproval felt. We can only 
conclude that the members of that 
congregation were exceedingly thank- 
ful to the preacher for furnishing 
them with an excuse to ignore and 
to break the Commandments. In 
practical life the Commandments are 
sometimes a very awkward piece of 
legislation. In the Catholic Church 
we find a great many other things 
very hard to admit and to reflect 
upon—Hell, for example, and final 
judgment, and Death. Yet we can
not get over the fact that we must 
die, and lie judged, and go to Hell, 
if we fail to keep the Command
ments.

PREMATURE INTERMENTS. — 
The "Boston Evening Transcript " 
tells the following strange story:— 

"Pv. Elijah R. Johnson, one of 
the most widely known Methodist 
ministers in the West* died in Mul
berry, Tnd., Saturday, aged 72. He 
had the distinction of having died 
twice, according to the opinions of 
noted physicians. His first supposed 
demise was in June, I860, while he 
was the pastor of the Oakland Hill 
Mission Church, in Lafayette, Ind.. 
He worked so hard in building up his 
congregation and erecting a new 
house of worship that he was over
come by nervous prostration, and af
ter a week's illness apparently died. 
Dr. Kiefer, then one of the state's 
most noted physicians, pronounced 
him dead, and this opinion was con
curred in by other doctors. Mr. 
Johnson always had been opposed to 
embalming >and his body was not cm- 
balmed. T<\ this fact he owed thir
ty-three more years of active life. 
The body lay three days while ar
rangements for the funeral were be
ing made. Rev. J. W. Joyce, now 
Bishop Joyce, had charge of the fu
neral service. The services had pro
ceeded to the conclusion of the scrip
ture lesson and the preacher had just 
uttered the name tf Mr. Johnson, 
preparatory to pronouncing a eulogy, 
when a sudden gust of wind blew a 
door shut and the supposed dead 
man sat up in the coffin. Two weeks 
later Mr. Joyce accompanied Mr. 
Johnson to hijj church and from the 
pulpit said: 'Here in this pulpit with 
me is a man that has come back to 
us froni the gates of death.’ Many 
attempts have been made to get 
Mr. Johnson to make a statement a:, 
to his sensations during his catalop
tic state. His invariable reply was: 
What I saw then I never shall tell 

to mortal man.’ "

This may be a true case; we haw 
no reason to doubt the facts. At all 
event* it is an evidence that too 
much care can never be taken in re
gard to the burial of the dead. It 
is a fearful thought that a person 
may possibly be Interred alive. We 
have read a number of accounts of 
coffin* that were opened and il wap 
found 
come

least, three days elapse between the 
supposed death and the burial.

Of course, there are many instance e 
m which there can be no question ns 
to death having taken place; but. on 
the other hand, there are millions of 
cases in which the departed one un
dergoes no remarkable change before 
the coffin is closed. There shjuld be 
some law of the land regulating this 
matter. If a murder, or a suicide 
takes place, interment is not allowed 
until the coroner’s certificate can be 
obtained: in the same way, we be
lieve no burial should be allowed un
til certain conditions, indicated by 
the legislature, have been observed. 
The subject is one of the very grav
est moment and deserves more than 

mere passing notice. /
Since writing the foregoing, we 

learn from our Irish exchanges of 
another narrow escape of prematura 
burial at a place called Ballyhanv, 
In the County Cork. A woman nam
ed Margaret Kennedy, aged 07 years, 
has been ill for some time. On Sat
urday morning, October 4, she died 
and her son went to Kanlink and or
dered a coffin, after which he gave 
orders for the funeral arrangements. 
The son remained in Kanlink until 
the coffin was finisned, whan he took 
it home with him.

When he was nearing home lie met 
an agitated courier on horseback 
who told him that the coffin was not 
required. It appeared that the wake 
was being held when, shortly before 
dawn, they desired to remove tin- 
body for the purpose of preparing it 
for the coffin.

To the astonishment of all present 
the supposed corpse suddenly began 
to show signs of life and in a j-liort 
while completely woke up from her 
trance. The people present quivl<i\ 
recovered from their shock and 
promptly administered restoratives. 
The patient at last accounts was do
ing very well.

A similar case occurred ‘n nearly 
the same district about thirty yeart, 
ago. On that occasion a youth \u<s 
being convey, d to the cemetery v hen 
the peculiar noises inside the coffin 
attracted the attention of some 
mourners. An inspection was made, 
with the result that the 1 oy was 
found alive, and in a terribly agit
ated condition inside the coffin. It 
the scraping of his finger-nails on 
the lid of the coffin that a It rafted 
the attention of some men rvh 1 w ere 
walking just behind the coffin. The 
late Venerable Archdeacon iVnnehy. 
of Kanlink, had a deep-roojert ob
jection to hurried burials. If.3 often 
took occasion to refer to ihc sub-- 

•ct. and' always contended that u 
corpse should at least he kept for 
two days before interment.

FORGED DOMINION BILLS — As 
warning to any of our readers who 

may chance to have bills of the de
nominations below described, or who 
may happen to meet with any of 
them, we publish a despatch, from 
Toronto, of November 7th. It docs 
not need comment.

Toronto, Nov. 7.—Dominion Cana
dian bills of the denomination of one 
dollar, bearing the pictures of Lord 
and Lady Aberdeen on either side of 

logging scene, and bearing the 
number 553,346, arc in general cir
culation and are all forgeries but 
one. The genuine bills are of the 
issue of March 31. 1898, which date 
also appears on the counterfeit bill. 
Dominion of Canada two dollar bills 
and Dominion of Canada four-dollar 
bills of the same issue, but with 
varying numbers, printed on private 
presses, are also in the pockets of 
many- people, and are os worthless 
as those of the smaller denomina
tions. The man who made the one- 
dollar bills was arrested by Detec
tive Forest last night, and it is <x- 
pected the author of the other bogus 
currency will be apprehended by In
spector Li uet.-Colonel Percy Sher
wood in Montreal shortly. If this 
be accomplished a most successful 
and daring band of counterfeiters, 
who have, under almost constant 
surveillance, plied their trade for 
nearly two years, will be broken up.

wo have hoard but little of the rr<>. 
gress made here in the work of n- 
viving the Gaelic. Still we could 
not expect the same fervor in a* 
young and distant country as that 
which exists in the old land. There 
is no doubt that at home they are 
bound to keep the agitation alive, 
and we sincerely hope that they will 
do so with an energy that may 
bring about the restoration of Erin’s 
mother tongue. We do not expect 
that the coming generation, or any 
future one, will be taught exclusive
ly Irish; but we would like to see 
a disinterring of the splendid gems 
of Irish literature mat have been so 
far lost under the ruins of the Cel
tic tongue. A most interesting ac
count of some of the methods, and 
especially the latest one, adopted by 
the people of Ireland has come un- 
many of our readers will be glad to 
der our notice, and we are sdre that 
read it. The following is what w© 
have found in an Irish publication:— 

One of the latest and most effect
ive methods employed in Ireland t«> 
spread and popularize the Irish 
language movement is to hold open- 
air meetings in public places, where 
speakers and singers in Gaelic inter
est and attract the passerby to stop 
and learn something of the language 
and music of Ireland. The Aerid- 
heacht held in the open space at 
Tara street in Dublin on a recent 
Sunday was a great success. Mr. JI. 
J. Courtney delivered an opening ad
dress in the Gaelic tongue, on behalf 
of the Irish language movement, Mr. 
McGinley, Belfast Gaelic league, a 
most stirring address in the mother 
tongue, and Mr. W. Whelan gave tho 
stirring war son^ in Gaelic, "O’Dun- 
bell Abu." One of the items which 
attracted great attention was the 
dialogue between "the Cruse tivV* 
and Mr. Patrick O'Brien, of Dublin, 
in the Munster Gaelic dialect. There 
were Gaelic songs, jigs, reels and 
hornpipes, accompanied by the fid
dle. Mr. J. Morron, of County 
Mayo, delivered a Gaelic address, 
coupled with Father Prout’s grand 
song, "The Bells of Rhandon," in

THE IDOL OF THE HOUR. - Wo 
have written column upon column, 
and our various contributors huvo 
done likewise, to show the world 
how rapidly the whole social ftiluic 
is being undermined by th*3 grasping 
dollar-seeking spirit that has taken 
possession of the age. It has also 
been a favorite theme with us 1 hat 
the Catholic Church has been proven 
to be the very best friend and tn est 
ally of the State, and tnat the prin
ciples which she has ever meuleuted, 
and which she will ever advocates, 
are the sole safeguards that any 
State can accept with an assurance 
that they are genuine. It is with 
pleasure that wo found all thés» ar
guments condensed, by an American 
contemporary, into a few well -chosen 
lines. The fact is that the follow
ing short paragraph is one of the 
strongest arguments that could be 
advanced against the enemies of our 
Church and in favor of her teach
ings. It reads thus:—

The mad rush after Wealth is de
moralizing the whole country. 'The 
symptoms of this dcmoraiiz ition arc 
discernible in business, in pohVcs 
and in society. Imperialism :s an
other evidence of it. Huge trusts, 
reaching out in every direction to 
rob the people, are still another. Ho 
indeed must be dull of cetupichen- ' 
sion who is unable to discern the 
danger which would threaten our re
publican institutions if the princi
ples that animated the Coal Trust 
In its war upon labor should carry 
the day. The Catholic Church for 
nineteen hundred years has been bat
tling against these principles. In do
ing so she has been trying to save 
society from the ruin which would 
inevitably result from the success of 
the modern paganism which places 
the dollar above the man."

And to the last remark we might 
add that it places the worship of 
the dollar above the worship of God. 
Paganism of the worst class it may 
fairly be styled. It Is not even the 
paganism of ancient Rome’s glorious

itiof the mightyHr^days;
decline.died pireburial in

IV We

that springs into


