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World’s

Some months ago, in answer to a 
correspondent who wrote us with 
reference to the number of Catholics 
in the British Eknpire, we promised 
to publish complete Catholic statis­
tics at the earliest opportunity. It 
has been exceptionally difficult to 
obtain the necessary information in 
order to make reliable estimates. We 
have, however, secured some data 
upon which we can now make a fair 
and a tolerably accurate approxim­
ation of the world's Catholic popu­
lation and its distribution. The to­
tal number of Catholics has been 
variously estimated up to 260,000,- 
000; and, as we compute it to be 
1145,000,000 only we cannot lie 
charged with over zeal or exaggera­
tion in this matter. Where there has 
been a conflict as between different 
authorities we have taken what we 
have considered the more reliable. 
Regarding the position of the Cath­
olic; Church in the Christian world, 
Catholics have every reason to be 
pleased with it.

The latest statistics show that the 
total population of the world is 1,- 
500,000,000, of whom 506,000,000 
are Christians. The following table 
shows the percentages of religious 
denominations to the total number 
of Christians :—

AMERICA.
South and Cen­

tral ....................... 45,600.000
United States .... 11,000,000
Canada ................... 2,672,900
West Indies ... 2,500,000

Total ................ 61,772,800
AFRICA.

Including Algeria 
(400,000), South 
American State 
(400,000) etc.—
Total ... .
Wo wish 

that since

......... . 2,700,000
to remind our readers 
the Sponishr-Amer ican

war of 1898 the United States of 
America has acquired the Philippine 
Islands and other territories with 
an almost exclusively Catholic pop­
ulation. Thus the number of Catho­
lics now under the protection of the 
“Star Spangled Banner*' is, approx­
imately, 17,000,000. The Catholic 
population of the United States has 
been estimated by some as nearly 
12,000,000; others set the figures 
down as 10,000,000; and we have 
sftrlick the “happy medium," taking 
the number as 11,000,000.

As to the figures for the British 
Empire, the estimates rangé from 
ten up to twelve millions. The fig­
ures for the different British posses­
sions are as follows :—

Ireland.................... 3,310,000
England and Scot­

land ..................... 2,000,000

Catholic Church ................ 48.4
Greek Orthodox Church .19.4 
Protestant Churches ... .32.2

Canada .........
India, etc. — - 
Australasia ...
Malta ..............
South Africa
Gibraltar ........
Other places ..

2,672,000
2,590,000

900.000
160,000

40,000
16.000

150.000

arin; Spain is represented by His 
Excellency Senor Alessandro Pidal 
y Mon; Portugal by His Rxce.lency 
Don Michele Martlus -d'Antas; Bel­
gium by His Excellency Ccnint de 
Merode Wester loo, Count du Chas­
te! Audefot (Lieutenant-Colonel of 
Cavalry), and Count Auguste d'Ur- 
sel; Saxony sends His Excellency 
Baron de Fri sen (Minister of Sax­
ony to the Court of Bavaria, Envoy 
Extraordinary), and Baron Egone 
de Schcmberg-Rot Scbonberg (Cham­
berlain of His Majesty King of Sax­
ony) ; His Excellency M. dûatj 
tino Gonbaatow (Counsellor of 
State) is sent by Russia as H*t 
ordinary Envoy; the Principality of 
Montenegro is represented by His 
Excellency Count Luigi Vornovich, 
Extraordinary Envoy; His Excellen­
cy M. Carlo Calvo, Minister of the 
Argentine Republic, is also Envoy 
Extraordinary of that Government ; 
Brazil sends His Excellency Don 
Augusta Ferreira of C osa ta as Ex­
traordinary Envoy; Peru is repre­
sented by His Excellency Don Gio- 
vanno Mariano De Goyemeche, 
"Count di Guaqui, Extraordinary 
Envoy; Costa Rica sends His Excel­
lency Senor Emannuel Peralta 
Extraordinary Envoy; Holland sends 
His Excellency Count Enrico du 
Monceau, General and Head of the 
military staff of Her Majesty the 
Queen of Holland, in the Lower 
Counties, as Extraordinary Envoy.' 
Rome is very crowded.

Catholic University Commission

I will not do more than reproduce 
a few extracts from the last letter 
of the Roman correspondent of the 
“ Catholic Standard and Times," 
which gives some most interesting 
details on the situation, and which 
actually suggested to me the few 
remarks I have made.

“The episcopate of Apulia had 
sent a protest to the Senate and 
Parliament in December; early in 
January came one from the episco­
pate of the Abbruzzi, a second from 
the episcopate of Campania, a third 
from the Bishop of Ceneda, à fourth 
from the episcopate of the Beneven- 
tan, a fifth from the Piedmontese 
and Ligurian episcopatel a sixth 
from the Sicilian, a seventh from 
the Calabrian, an eighth from the 
Emilia and the Romagna, a ninth 
from the Venetian, a tenth from the 
episcopate of Salerno and Lucania, 
an eleventh from the Episcopate of 
the Cimino (patrimony of St. Pe­
ter). The Tuscan and other Bishops 
had protested previously; all these 
protests were official, being address­
ed to the Minister of Grace, Justice 
and Worship in a few cases and in 
the rest to the Senators and Depu­
ties of the kingdom. They read like 
letters of protest from St. Basil, 
St. Augustine, St. Ambrose, St. 
John Chrysostom or St. Athana­
sius; they made as clear as noon­
day the mind of the Catholic 
Church."
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Total 11,838,800

100.0
The strength of these Christian 

denominations is respectively as fol-

Catholics ...............245,119,800
Greeks ... ................ 98,300,000
Protestants ..........163,300,000

506.719,800
It is worthy of remark that the 

Orthodox Church is frequently, if 
not commonly referred to as the 
“Greek Catholic Church." It is now 
not merely schismatical, but here­
tical as well, although in doctrine it 
differs from the Catholic Church on 
a few vital points only. They have 
the same sacraments and the same 
external worship as Catholics. If 
we, therefore, efface the line of de­
marcation, and add together the 
figures for the Greek and Catholic 
Church respectively, we find that 
there is a solid phalanx of 343,000,- 
000, or 68 per cent, of the total 
number of Christiafis arranged 
•against those who profess Proles t- 
-anzt doctrines.

According to our computation, the 
'Catholic population of the world is 
-distributed as follows :—

Europe ... .;............. 169,982,000
America ... ... ... . 61,772,800

Oceanica .................... 6,720,000
Asia ....... ............... 3,945,000

-Africa ......................... 2,700,000

Total ...245,119,800

'These millions are distributed Over 
the various countries of the world, 
in each of the continents, as fol-,

EUROPE.

France .................. - 37,740,000
Austria Hungary. 33,900,000
Italy ... ... ...........— 81,100,000
Spain and Portu- .

gal------ -- 22,700,000
Germany ....... . .... 18,660,000
Russia ..................... 9,60|0,000
Belgium ..... ............ 6,000,000
United Kingdom. 5,310,000
Holland .................. 14,999,000
Switzerland ......... 1,2123,000
Roumanie, Servia,
Greece, Bulgaria,

etc. ....................... 1,068,000
Turkey in Europei 421,00
Luxembourg ... . 200,000
Malta ...................... 160,000
Roumelia ......... 80,000
Gibraltar .............. 16,000
Scandinavia (Nor-

way, Sweeden
and Denmark ... 10,000

Montenegro ......... 5,000

Total ........; ...169,982,000

ASIA.

India ................... 2,000,000
Chinese Empire . 1,000,000
Indo-China ........... 700,000
Asia Minor, etc.

(estimated) ... . . 200,000
Japan ... ... .......... 45,000

Total ~ ......... 8,945,000

A striking anomaly is apparent in 
respect to the statistics of the 
United Kingdom. For, although Ire­
land remains, as ever, steadfast in 
her devotioh to the Catholic Church 
and the number of Catholics in Eng­
land and Scotland has increased 
from 1,384,000 in 1881 to 2,000,000 
in 1901, the figures show on actual 
decrease of 26,000 in the total Cath­
olic population since 1881! A word 
of explanation is, perhaps, neces­
sary. In 1881 the population of Ire­
land was 5,174,836, but it had de­
clined to 4,456,546 in 1901, suffer­
ing a loss of 718,290 in twenty 
years. Through this diminution in 
population the number of Catholics, 
which was 3,952,000 in 1881, de­
clined to 3,310,000 in 1901. The 
actual loss to the Church in Ireland 
due to emigration was 642,000. 
Now, during the same period the 
Church in England and Scotland 
gained 616,000, or say 26,000 less 
than Ireland's loss. The Catholics 
who emigrated from Ireland were 
not, however, lost to the Church. 
They left their native land to swell 
the Catholic population of the 
United States and Canada principal­
ly, whilst some—not many thou­
sands—found their way to Australa­
sia and other parts of thé wprld. 
It is of interest tb note that de­
spite the excessive emigration of 
Catholics from Ireland, and thç im­
migration of many thousands of 
non-Catholics, the percentage of 
Catholics in Ireland to the total 
population of the country suffered 
only a trifling diminution. Taking 
the figures for the British Empire 

they are now, and comparing 
them with those for any past pe­
riod it is abundantly clear that the 
Catholic Church has made a great 
and substantial advance in the 
countries ruled over by King Ed­
ward VII. This steady increase in 
numbers, despite religious and ra­
cial preiudices hoary with age and 
intensely bitter, shows that not 
alone in Australasia, but in Britain 
itself the religious future is with the 
Catholic Church.—The Monitor, 
Launceston, Tasmania.
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IN HONOR OF THE PONTIFICAL 

JUBILEE.

OCEANICA.

5,500,000
900,000
220,000

All the foreign powers have sent 
special Ambassadors to the Eternal 
City to offer congratulations to the 
Holy Father on the occasion of his 
Pontifical Jubilee. From England, 
bearing the good wishes of His Ma­
jesty King Edward VII., the Earl 
of Denbigh, accompanied by the 
Hon. Ever and Fielding, Mr. Philip 
Somers-Cox, sand Mr. George Perei­
ra, D.S.O. The German is represent­
ed by His Excellency Baron General 
Walter Von Loe, accompanied by 
Major-General Corrado di Hauas- 
man, . and Prince di Salmi-Salmi. 
France is represented by His Excels 
lency Armando Nisard, Ambassador 
to the Holy See. Bavaria by His 
Serene Highness Prince Oetlingen- 
Oetlingen and Oetlingen Spielberg, 
Grand Master of the Royal Court of 
Bavaria, Baron Edward di Riederer, 
Chamberlain of Hie Majesty the 
King of Bavaria; Count Francesco 
Pocci and Baron Edmond di Wuertz- 
burg, Gentl«roa»to-Waitlng to HI.

' ’ ....  Au».

The Royal Commission on Univer­
sity Education in Ireland has is­
sued a second report. It consists of 
a submission to the king of the evi­
dence taken during November and 
December last. Of the witnesses 
heard the most important were the 
Lord Chief Baron; Mr. Lecky, M.P., 
Dr. J. P. Mahaffy and Dr. W. J. M. 
IStarkie, Resident Commissioner. 
Most Rev. Dr. O’Dwyer, Catholic 
Bishop of Limerick, also sent in a 
memorandum as a draft of the plan 
of university reform “in harmony 
with the views of the hierarchy."

The Lord Chief Baron most em­
phatically replied in the affirmative 
to the question :—“Is there need for 
additional provision for the higher 
education of Roman Catholics?" 
“He entertained a strong opinion 
that the ideal solution of this ques­
tion would be the foundation of a 
college, with suitable endowment, 
which should be within the Univer­
sity of Dublin, and which should be 
as Roman Catholic as Trinity Col­
lege is Protestant. He did not see 
how an additional university could 
be established in Belfast, having re­
gard to the attitude lately assumed 
by the Presbyterians. It Was there­
fore necessary that the Royal Uni­
versity should continue, and he 
should reconstruct it in such a man­
ner that the authorities of the Bel­
fast Queen's College should form the 
major portion of the Senate. He 
thought it of the highest import­
ance that encouragement should 
given to commercial and 
teaching."

Mr. Lecky's opinion, which he gave 
simply as his own, and not as em­
bodying the views of others, may be 
thus summarized :—

“Ho had come with great reluct­
ance to the conclusion that it is 
the duty of the State to give fur­
ther encouragement to sectarian 
and, practically, exclusive Catholic 
university education in Ireland. He 
did not believe that the Irish Cath­
olics would ever obtain as good an 
education as they could have obtain­
ed under the mixed and undenomin­
ational system in Trinity College or 
in the Queen's Colleges. They were 
very unlikely to find teachers repre­
senting as high a level of scholar­
ship and ability as were now to be 
found in Dublin University. In his 
opinion by far the simplest and best 
means of gratifying them was 
through the Catholic college in St. 
Stephen's Green. This college was 
originally set up by private sub­
scription for the express purpose of 
giving the kind of education they 
desired. It was modelled after the 
University of Louvain, which is 
looked on with special favor by the 
heads of their Church. He thought 
that the endowment ought to be di­
rect and to be largely increased. He 
should be glad to see the college 
made a wealthy college, in propor­
tion to its numbers, a residentiary 
college with prizes that would en­
able its more intelligent pupils to 
win by examination a gratuitous, 
or almost gratuitous, education, 
with well-equipped libraries and la­
boratories, and all the appliances of 
good education. He thought that, 
except in theology, the students of 
the Catholic college Should go, 
at preeént, to the Royal University

THOUSANDS OF PROTESTS. — 
“Meantime thousands of other pro­
tests, official and unofficial, were be­
ing, uttered by, say, the Beato Spi- 
nola Club at Genoa, the Catholic 
Democratic Club at Novara, the 
Catholic minorities in such munici­
pal councils as that of Padua, the 
Catholic majorities or totalities in 
municipalities as that of Vicenza, 
the Catholic working peoples' socie­
ties at such places as Bergamo; pub­
lic meetings headed by such conser­
vative Liberals as Senators di Sam- 
buy, Spinelli, di Revel, Bava Becca/- 
ris and Deputies Campano and Bis- 
caretti in Turin (but such extrane­
ous aid was a rare exception), by 
petitions to Parliament signed by 
16,000 persons, as in the diocese of 
Girgenti, the ancient Agrigentum. 
This case calls for attention. If in 
backward Sicily and a little dio­
cese like that of Girgenti, sixteen 
thousand persons signed the pro­
test, six thousand in the city and 
ten thousand in the surrounding 
parts, and if more than fifty Cath­
olic societies sent protests to the 
Parliament, we have at once a 
measure - of the agitation and proof 
that the Government was not kept 
in ignorance of Catholic feeling. And 
in Catania, another Sicilian dio­
cese, a vibrant protest was signed 
by four clubs, one trades union, six 
archconfraternities, seventeen con­
fraternities, three conferences of St. 
Vincent de Paul, two societies, two 
associations, nine 'congregations' or 
sodalities; the Pia Lega against 
Blasphemy, the Apostolate of Pray­
er, the Schola di Religione di San 
Filippo Ncri and the Young Men's 
Society of St. Aloysius and St. 
Stanislaus!"

A Practical Commentary on Holy 
Scripture; for the use. of Catechists 
and Teachers. By the Right Rev. 
F. J. Knecht, D.D. With illustra­
tions and maps. Second edition. 
Two vols. 12mo. Half morocco, 
net $4.00.

Manual of Sacred Rhetoric; or 
How to prepare a Sermon. By thq 
Rev. Bernard Feeney. 12mo. net 
$1.25.

Translation of the Psalms and 
Canticles with Commentary. Bv the 
Rev. James McSwiney, S.J. 8 vo. 
net $8.00.

The Triumph of the Cross. By 
Fra Girolamo Savonarola. Edited 
with introduction by the Very Rev. 
John Proctor, O.P. net $1.35.

The Little Imperfections. Trans­
lated from the French, by the Rev. 
Frederic P. Garesche, S.J. 12mo. 
net $0.60.

The Oratory of the Faithful Soul. 
By the Right Rev. Abbot Lewis 
Bloslus. Translated by the late 
Bishop Coffin, C.SS.R. 16mo. net 
$0.20.

A Mirror for Monks. By the Right 
Rev. Abbot Lewis Blosius. ),ym0i
net $0,20,

A Book of Spiritual instruction i 
“ Instructio Spiritualis." By the 
Right Rev. Abbot Lewis Blosius. 
Translated from the Latin by the 
Rev. Bertrdnd A. Wilberforce, O.P. 
Second edition. 12mo. net $0.75.

A General History of the Chris­
tian Era. For Catholic Colleges 
and Reading Circles, and for Self- 
Instruction. By the Rev. A. Gug- 
genberger, S.J. In three volumes. 
8vo.

Vol. I. The Papacy and the Em­
pire; with a table of Aryan Lang­
uages and ten colored maps. $1.50.

Vol. II. The Protestant Revolu­
tion; with four colored maps. $1.50.

Vol. III. The Social Revolution; 
with six colored maps. $1.50.

The Life of Bartolomé de Las Ca­
sas and the First Leaves of Ameri­
can Ecclesiastical History. By the 
Rev. L. A. Dutto. 12mo. net $1.50
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A Benedictine Martyr in England. 
Being the L,fe and Times of the 
Ven. Servant of God, Dom. John 
Roberts, O.S.B. By the Rev. Dom. 

Bede Camm, O.S.B. 12mo. net $1.25.

Lucius Flavus. An historical tale 
of the time immediately preceding 
the destruction of Jerusalem. By 
the Rev. Jos. Spillmann. S.J, 12 
mo. $1.50.

The Place of Dreams. Four stories 
by the Rev. William Barry, D. D. 
12mo. net $1.00.

The Marriage of Laurentia. ' By 
Marie Haultmont. 12mo. net $1.60.
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5omething new

A UNITED ITALY— Long has 
“United Italy" been the battle-cry 
of the sectaries; but to-day they be­
hold a united Italy, but it is a 
Catholic one, and they know not 
what side to turn to in order to 
avoid the avalanche that menaces 
them from the Alpine heights of sti- 
blime Catholicity. The day of reck­
oning is at hand, and the present 
Pontiff may even live to behold the 
emancipation of the Church from the 
yoke of infidel tyranny.

A Costly Archbishopric.

for their ,
thus i i matter

developments.
stands

According to the “St. James Gaz­
ette" it is quite as costly to become 
an Archbishop as to become a mem­
ber of Parliament in England. That 
organ tells how When Dr. Temple 
took/ over the primacy he found 
himself with a bill of nearly £900 
to meet. Giving some of the details 
the account runs thus :—

“The sum is split up in an extra­
ordinary way among a list of offi­
cials of all sorts, many of whom 
have nothing to do with the primate 
from the beginning to the end of his 
official career. The creditors of a 
new primate include eight doorkeep­
ers—the Clerk of Parliaments, the 
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, 
and a long procession of somebod­
ies and nobodies at Canterbury, 
Bow Church, and the House of 
Lord». The Board of Green Cloth 
receives thirty pounds and four 
pence for “homage fees," the audit­
or of the Dean and Chapter of Can­
terbury receives £20 10s. as an 
^*Ma*?|fee/ and the Crown Office

fice, and another £76 17s. 6d. must 
be paid for the royal assent."

We have no doubt that the Arch­
bishop would prefer not to have any 
thing to pay for the honor and 
emolument of his conspicuous posi­
tion. But when it is considered 
that this is the only price he has 
to pay for the possession of Lam­
beth Palace and an income of fif­
teen thousand pounds a year, we 
feel that His Lordships deserves 
very slight sympathy. We personal­
ly know a goodly number of cur­
ates, vicars, presbyters, incumbents, 
ministers—of every grade and class 
and denomination, who would be 
only too glad to pay out an equal, 
or even greater sum for the posses­
sion of such a remunerative offleé as 
that held. by ,Primate Temple. 
Strange, it is otherwise with our 
Catholic hierarchy. The emoluments 
of office have naught to do with the 
spirit of the prelates.
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new immigration laws.

A Berlin despatch says :—
The North German Lloyd and the 

Homburg-American steamship com­
panies have had so much expense in 
returning emigrants from the United 
States who ha.y6^ been excluded un­
der the American immigration laws 
that they have now entered into an 
arrangement with the Prussian rail­
way authorities under which the lat­
ter companies agree to refuse trans­
portation to persons from Austria 
and Russia who fall to meet certain 
requirements. Russian emigrants, ac­
cording, to these requirements, must 
bave & pass, a steamer ticket to an 
American port and $100 in

ly provided,
i must be t

They nm*t present ,
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There was a little whl

*ween pooley and the cl
,te^ two other»,_Thon
W Arthur Gregory by 
"7, would be happy to 
lue We were to know a 
M0 ouch of those two : 
“ter OUI I took « «
them from the very flr.t 
to Philipps, a red-haired 
dorp, ferrety eyes, and 
wnce strongly marked by 

All three were qu 
scarcely older than ouri
. « haw to keep up knew how ™
conversation, so that b. 
classes ol canary had b 
we had become better fr 
'-considerations of prudt 
have allowed. In the e: 
£ high spirit. Bablngt. 
Tclined to disclose his 1 
:his guests, who evident 
.draw him, 1 was oblige, 
lish him, by 'treading o 

the table, not to 
hour later he would ha'

Finding that Babingtc 
over with their master’s 
three guests took th< 
said all they could in hi 
ihcxv it certainly was no 
ithtvt Catholics were so ! 
.with. They declared Lor 
was to blame for that, t 

■.aingham, he had for .som 
.been striving to form i 
Parliament, to bring ab< 
of the more stringent la 
Catholics. It was all t 
that the Queen had pt 
many priests, and the e> 
the two seminary priesti 
since, had been entirely 3 
ley’s doing. It was ob 
so astute a politician i 
ham would be desirous 
well with the Catholic 
because each year made 
probable that Elizabeth 
ry, and give a Protesta 
tho English throne. On 
hand, there was almost 
.that the captive Queen 
would ascend the throne 
.and this was reason ei 
Walsingham should inclii 
more to the side of the 
In fact, they thought he 
be sorely displeased, 
Stuart were to escape f 
ity, if only to spite Lor 

Of course we drank in 
formation eagerly, as it 
a clue to Walsingham's 
friendliness. Then it wa 
ington was on the eve o 
all our schemes. I was 
in time to prevent this, 
tering to him, as I ha 
vigorous kick. I then 

"that every lover of justi 
joice to see the Queen c 
at liberty; but I could 
that the Protestant pe 
tolerate a Catholic sox 
the throne. In that cat 
be seen how patiently th 
had borne the heavy yo! 
tradistinction to the Pu 
would soon rise in armf 
“papist" Queen.

Our guests laughed, ar 
slbly some fanatic migh 
sword in his zeal for th 
"the majority of the peo 
take their beads again a 
ly to Mass.

“In that respect," obi 
«y. “wo are far more p 
you Romanists. Just as 
ley, then Sir William C< 
serve Mass piously in tl 
Queen Mary the Catholi. 
days, he and Walsinghai 
sands more would go to 
at the Queen’s commanc 
were a little more time-i 
would fare much bette 
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