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Thanksgiving.
Thursday, October 16th, the date appointed

by the Dominion Government for our annual

national Thanksgiving celebration, may not be

the most convenient for all sections of so vast
a country, with such diversified conditions. It
would probably be found impossible to (ix upon a
(date equaliy acceptable and suitable to all the
;n'()\'inces, and certainly no time equally oppor-
tune for all the people could be selected. This
heing the case, it is well for all to accept the
date sel apart for the purpose in the spirit sug-
gested by the name given the day and the oc-
casion, and for each to observe it in accordance
with his circumstances and in the manner that
commends itsell to his judgment and his better
nature.

The observation of the day as a holiday in
the popular sense, while it is ali right for those
whose circumstances admit ol it, il wisely and
judiciously done, is not really a necessary ac-
companiment of the occasion, and the industrious
farmer and his family who, finding their work
crowding them and duties pressing that cannot
well bhe deferred, may quite as consistently cele-
brate the day in the spirit of thanksgiving while
engaged in their usual occupations.

IT the enjoyment of peace and plenty consti-
tute prime reasons for thankiulness, surely Can-
ada, of all countries, has abundant cause lor
acknowledgment of the blessings ol o benelicent
Providence. While a year ago the dark cloud of
war hung over a part of our empire, fealling
for the sacrifice of the lives of some of the sons
of the Dominion, bringing sorrow and sadness to
some homes, to-day ‘“‘white-winged peace’ hovers
over a happy, prosperous and contented people,
a  bountiful harvest having crowned the Tlabors
ol the hushandman, the measure ol it being
“shaken down, héaped up and running over,”” our
principal apprehension being  the  difliculty  in
seeuring - suflicient  transportation  facilities  for
carrying our abundant products to market, and
the danger of a blockade.

The year drawing to a close has certainly heen
a record one in the history of  the Canadian
Northwest., The phenomenal in-rush for the pur-
chase and possession of land and the unusual in-
crease in the extent of immigration and scttle-
ment will mark the present year as the opening
of a new era in the advancement and prosperity
of this western world, and will add immensely to
the Tame of this country as a field  for  home-
the OIld World

seehers Ifrom the ecast and Trong
over the seas. There is room and a welcome Tor
all who will come with an honest purpose to
prove cood citizens and with a loyal effort to
mprove and develop the country, while providing
for themselves and families homes of comfort and
Cood cheer. New settlers with limited means may
expeet to have to endure the privations incident
to pioneer life under such circumstances, hut with
neality, patience and  perseverance  and o the
adoption of the methods of farming found rost

suitable in the experience ol the ecarlier settlers

all diflicultios may he overcome and a comfortable
Foriassnred ina comparatively short time
v those who have found theiv feet firmly
! o farms freed from debt and feel disposed
dich out into more extensive holdings, no
I ol encouragement is needed,  hut rather.
votonss aoword of cantion against undue specu-

and the daneer of being drawn into deeper

han one can fathom with his Teet and

b head clear above the suarface The wave
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of prosperity now passing  over the West will
doubtless have its ebh as well as its flow, and
while it is well to mount the erest and, meta-
phoricallv. make hay while the sun shines, it is
the part ol wisdom to pay as vou go. and (o
be somewhat carceiul to undertihe no more than
can he salely handled. In periods of prosperity
and in the strenuous lite of the new and bound-
ing West there is need of guarding against the
liability (o overiook the importance of gaining
the best in life. and there is need of pausing to
reflect on the source of life and its many bless-

ings, “*lest we Torget, lest we forget.””

To Remove Restrictions to Home Building.

With the rapid increase in land values and the
general prosperity throughout the West, the proe-
cess ol home-making goes on apace.  In most dis
tricts throughout the whole country there is great
inprovement noticeable in the buildings  and
general  appearance ol the Tarms. The shack
period once passed and the home-huilding process
started, not only improved huildings appear, but
tree plantations and wind-breaks, and once these
are established comes the desive Tor small frats
and the hope Jor large fruits, as phuons, crabs and
apples. Perhaps nothing will tend more towanrd
home-making than trees and [ruits and lowers,
and everything that can be done toward that end
Is worthy ol encouragement.,

As has been pointed out on more than one oc-
casion in the columns ol the Ndvocate,” On
tario and IKastern grown trees. especially  Trait
trees, are too tender to bhe successtully grown in
this country. It has been demonstrated at the
Ioxperimental Farms that even the hardy elm,
although of exactly the same variety as is native
here, when brought from Ontario so Iar north as
Ottawa, is so tender that it freezes down every
yvear. The climatiec conditions (o the south of us
i Minnesota muclhe more nearvly rescembles our own
than do the conditions cast ol the Great Lakes.
The horticulturists  of Minnesota have Tor Lty
years  past heen experimenting i frort-growing,
and have certainly  made splendid progress,  as
evidenced by the magnificent  displays  annually
made in the Troit department ot the State Fair
at Thamline Now, it would scem only natural
for s to take advantage ol what has heen ac-
complished duaring  Che ity years ol experi-
mental  work an these States  nmmediately to
the south ol ws, aapd protitimg by thenr experience,
s Che varicties  thad have  heen proved to be
hardy and satistactory with them, and Jrom this
sotrce we could sureiy o obtamm guicker and more
catisfactory results than by awaiting the some
what  slow e esg ol hrecding up stitahble
varieties frone the Siberian crab for our own use
The Experimental Farms are doing worthy work
in their endeavor to evolve an apple from the
Pyrus baceata, hut when there are wood Py
varicties across the honndary line it does seem
Fidiculous that cevery tacility shouid not he had
for testing them

The situation brictlv is this A very deadly
tree insect, the San Jose scade, attacked some
of the orchards and nnrseries ol Ontario, coming

irom the ]‘:u,\lm‘ﬁ Srates, where ereat damace had

heen done in sotne distriets I order to protect
the Coanadian Truit et bl d L iaxs @
the San Jose Sceale Vet Ca Jrineoseedd | th
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FFederal Government.  This Act prohibited the -
portation of all trees and shrubs that might
carry the scale from the States. This legislation,
while possibly very necessary to protect Ontario
and the Fastern I'rovinces, had the effect of stop-
ping the importation of trees into Manitoha and
the Territories from  Minnesota, where it has
always been claimed the scale never did exist,
and yet giving the West no protection against the
ifected nurseries  of  Ontario. The injustice of
this legislation being brought to the attention of
the Minister of Agriculture by the Horticultural
Societies in the West and some of the Western
members of Parliament, the Act was amended to
permit. of the importation of trees at  certain
periods o the year under provisions for thorough
tumigation.  This process would work well wero
it not that the process ol fumigation is exceed-
ingly dangerous to the lite of the tree,  and
only when the plants arve in a dormant state can
they withstand the exposure to the hydroeyanie
acid gas. The difliculty is to get southern-grown
plants matured carly cnough in the fall ov held
hack enough in the spring to arvive at the fumi-
gation ports in a condition to withstand the test
and still reach their destination in the country
in suitable time for setting out.

The Jewell Nursery (o, of Minnesota, one of
the largest and most enterprising concerns in the
States, claims that there is now a large demand
throughout  Manitoba and  parts of the Terri-
tories for hardy nursery stocek, and they have
ashed the Provincial Horvticultural Society for
their co-operation in securing an amendment to
the San Jose Scale Act  whereby importations
of nursery stock to Manitoba could be fumigated
at the nursery in Minnesota instead of at Winni-
peg. They propose to undertake the extra expense
that might thus be incurred, allowing the Gov-
ernment, ol course. to retain complete control of
the  Tumigating. Doubtless  the  Iorticultural
Societies will use their best endeavors  to o this
cend,  hut in the meantime it will be well to
remember that the fall dates Tor receiving nursery
stock  at Winnipeg  run o from October Sth to
December Tth 5 the spring dates from March 15th

to May 15th.

We are Up Against It.

The Tarmers of the West are producing morve
wheat than the railroads can handle in the short
f1me bhetween harvest. and the closing of the Take
ports. With all the increase ol storage and roll
ing stock that has heen provided sinee Tast vear's
Wocade there is still not enough accommodation
The Tarmer is advised not to rush o all his grain

to marhet at once, to distribute the transporta-

tion of it throughout the yvear o and on the other
hand. he is advised not to hold his own wheat
for speculation, to convert his wheat into cash
as quickly as possible and meet his Lahilities,
and save the shrinkage and inferest on the wheat,
Ioveryone knows that the best time to sell s
the carly market, and  the man who gets his
wheat off first makes most out of it, consequent
Iv the desire to sell early while there is storage
and rolling stock available. To build granaries

and handle wheat over several times adds greatly

to the cost to the producer. It is all very well
for the city press to advise the Tarmers to ansure
against  loss through the crain blockade by
huilding  eranaries, bhut as  the railroad: tign't
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