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remember that any of my friends ever took up 
such work, but now that I have started, 1 
not going to be lonely, 
has written that he has bought an orchard of 
5,000 trees in Virginia. In all the years that i 
knew him, ho nev er once spoke of orchards, but 

sudden impulse caught him, and he has gone
It will

can engage in as a man, ai|d not simply as a 
drudge.

“ How’s that ?"
the Farmer’s Advocate

and home Magazine.

am
A friend in New York

* » *

Now the cat is out of the bag. I have let 
you see that I do not like work, and never have. 
But I am neither humiliated nor ashamed. Why 
should I like work ? 1 have seen it in almost all
its forms, and have practiced it in a few. Almost 
everywhere it is slavish and sordid. 1 have seen 
it in the sweat-shops of the big cities, in the 
factories of the New England States, the mills of 
the South, and of England, and on the Canadian 
farms. Always it was wearing, soul-stifling, de­
grading. Men, women and children—little chil­
dren—were being ground to extinction by work. 
They became old before their time, broken-spirited, 
deformed. Work is a hideous monster, demanding 
all we can give of youth and strength and vital­
ity, and giving in return only a starved and 
meagre living. Seeing work in this way', 1 learned 
to hate it. It has “ the primal, eldest curse on 

It is slavery of the cruellest kind, and 
makes slaves of men even where they' are their 

Do you w'onder that 1 turned to 
the arts ? The arts are joyous, exultant. They 
enable a man to express himself, and we all hunger 
for self-expression. The greatest tragedy in the 
world is to be misunderstood, and we are all mis­
understood. The artist makes himself understood 
—at least, to a select few—but the worker usually 
dies
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some
into the business on a fairly large scale, 
be interesting to see how he gets along with it. 
for he has lived in Boston and New York all his 
life, and his orchard is being worked for him by 

It is not likely that he can go
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to see it more than once a year, and then for 
Unless that local manager isonly a week or so.

a wonder, things will be likely' to get into a 
Already he has been lined on the com-

JOHN WELD, MANAGER.

tangle.
plaint of a neighbor because of the language he 
used while trying to cultivate the orchard with a 

But that is only one co-incidence.

Agents for " The Farmer’s Advocate and Home Journal,” 
Winnipeg, Man.

balky mule.
On the day before Mr. Clement came to instruct 
me, I got à letter from an old friend from whom I

He is now
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had not heard for over twenty years, 
in British Columbia managing an orchard of one 
hundred and twenty-five acres, and twelve acres of 

Last year he planted ten thousandhis own.
trees, and has fifteen men working under him. All 
tins makes my sixty-two trees look trilling, but 
I have all that 1 care to al with. But if I get 

am going to issue aany showing of apples, 
challenge to those two fellows to produce some-

I shallthing that can equal our Ontario apples, 
offer to exchange boxes of apples with them, so as 
to get an idea of how ours compare with those of
Virginia and British Columbia. I may not he 
dealing with trees in the thousands, but I willy ) 
back our Ontario Spies against anything they 
can produce.
to having some fun with that orchard.

He had laid
On the whole, I am looking forward

Have Gone Back to the Farm.
Editor “ The Farmer’s Advocate ” :

fn a certain city news-Wonderful, but true !
the other day there appeared the informa-

couple who had been living in that city for a year 
had, much to the regret of their many friends and
acquaintances, “ gone back to live on the farm.

If the signs ofNo further particulars were given, 
the times are not very badly interpreted, it is 
more than likely, as the weeks and months roll 
by, that similar notices of this description will 
api>ear more and more frequently.

In view of the rush to the cities of people from 
the country, which has been such a marked char­
acteristic of recent years, 
may appear at first sight to be almost an absurd 

We do not know, of course,

Since getting this little flash of light, farm 
work has looked very good. Farming is a great 
art, and the artist works with life, rather than 
with pigments or words. He gets his effects by 
working in accord with Nature. Surely that is 
greater than merely imitating Nature, or describ­
ing it. And, though I look at farming in this 
way, I do not regard it any the less as a science 
or as a money-making proposition. In fact, it 
should be all the more scientific and profitable by 
making it artistic. The art puts the joy into 
it and elevates it above mete drudgery. Mark 

By Twain said that " Flay is work that man enjoys,” 
and I see no reason why many kinds of farm work 
should not have the charm of play. If we could 
only go at it in that way, we would accomplish 
more, and life would be more worth living.

Of course, I quite realize that I am only a be­
ginner at real farming, and that 1 should remem­
ber the test : " Let not him that girdeth on his

While at work, he explained just why he harness boast himself as lie that putteth it off.’’
There is a job of ditching to do that it will be 
hard to make joyous, but never mind. I have at 

Of this part of my experience 1 shall least, seen that farm work can be made line and

Address—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or 
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited),

London, Canada. the latter statement

But is it ?one.
the reasons which led the couple referred to to go 
back to the farm, and it may 
stances forced them to do so against their1 inclina- 

Yet, on the other hand, we have had op-

How’s That? be that circum-
By Peter McArthur.

tions.
portunities of talking with people who have left 
their farms to go and live in cities, and it is sur­
prising to find how many of them would gladly go 
back to their farms and their country life if it

Those who

I have to thank F. M. Clement, B. S. A., for 
a kindness he had no thought of doing me. 
a chance question he recast all my ideas of farm 
work. He flung two words at me over his shoulder, 
and instantly my ideas shifted, like the bits of 
colored glass in a kaleidoscope when you shake 
the tube.
show me how to handle that orchard I have been 
talking about, and, to begin with, lie pruned a 
tree.
removed one branch and spared another, and told 
me just what 1 should have in mind when pruning 
a tree.
have nothing to say, for you can get such in­
structions as he gave in the bulletins or in "The 
Farmer’s Advocate.’’
questions, and tried to figure out just how much 
hard work I would have to do to get results 
was also figuring how much of the work 1 could 
get out of doing without Icing caught 
finally coni’ 1 t -d his task, so that e \ cry branch 
was swinging free and open to the sunlight. Then 
he climbed down and looked at his wore 
standing behind him. 
backward turn of his head :

j
were possible for them to do so. 
would do so have had experience of both city and 
country life ; the " gilt has worn off the ginger­
bread ” of both ; they can clearly see the advan­
tages and disadvantages of both ; the so-called 
gaieties of the city have been tasted, as well as 
Une So-called peace and quiet of the country; and 
yet the decision of 1 tvse excellent judges is that 
they would, if they could, go back to the farm.

So far as we have been able to judge, the 
first consideration in these people's minds which 
leads them to this decision is that of which

v; lie had come over from Dutton to

ËI
-.

ennobling, instead of being a sordid dfiidgery, and 
that is worth while, e\i n though 1 n:av hav e to 
write a poem to express what I mean, instead ofFrom time to time I asked we
cultivating a field so t Ha. t it will tell vv hat I want 
to say as clearly as would the verses. 1 know 
that a true farmer who was master of the possi- 

But he bilities of the art he pigV iees civil <h> it. and 
for that reason 1 shall have a higher respect for 
farming. I may not be able to do it myself, but 

1 was my failure will not prove that 1 am wrong. It 
Suddenly he asked, with a will only prove that I cannot do tlie work

should be done. Perhaps 1 have been haling vvor 
too long to take it in the right spirit, even after 
I have discovered its .iinssihilit ies. 151 if knowing 
what T do, I shall in future have no' king hut pity 
for the nan who run make of f irm work nothing 
bitter t Inin a rtronrv round of grinding work, and 

1 am afraid 1 shall have little rest vert for the
at the present t ime if lie 
lie has a chance that his 

had to ma' e his life worth while.
n work ith

hear so much no wad a v s. and vv h h very good rea­
son the high cost of living. To t hose who have 
been accustomed to no stint of butter, eggs, milk, - 

ry, vegetables, and other farm prod uve, with; 
1 lie great additional value of th'ir all being good 
and all being fresh; the difference in having io pay 
for these, as the expression is, " through the 
nose, in money, and sometimes, it must be said, 
a iso in quality, is simple ap'inlling. On the one 
hand, to mention a small matte-, but one which 
is indicative of 1 he rest, to be able to go out and 
pick as much fresh parsley as you want ; anil, 
on the other, to have to pay live cents for a very 
simili and often faded bunch, brings home very 
quickly to those who have lived on farms the dif­
ference in the cost of living. And if we care 
look at 1 his matter from a different viewpoint,

l

as if

" How's that ?"
There you have the quest ion that startled me. 

Simple enough, isn't, it? There doesn't si em to 
be much to it, but wait.

It has be n my privilege to stand beside a great 
artist while he drew aside t lie curtain from his 
picture, and then to hav e hint lling t lie same piles 
tion at me ;

" llow's that ?"
It has also been my privilege to have 

whom the world acclaims as great, recite 
poems to me, and then ask :

" How’s that ?"

mg lr nn who start 
i »% n] ci ; » < into n sin o. 

I",11 'ht on­

to

,.Kf v ■

1 lie fact that prices are si high for all farm prod- 
ui e puts farming as a profu sion — for profession 
it is for those who wish to succeed in it—in quite 
a different position to that in which it was only 
a few short years ago.

In I lie mean! ime. 1 am going at 
t In feeling 11m I tt is a great art 
ran find en:ovn'rnt and self-expression, and

poet s
them which a

if 1
a in wrong. T shall not be afraid to tell 

shoulder 1 he blame. The people who have 
coine to the city to live are, many of them, those 
who went through the stress, labor and drudg­
ery of the times when juices were but half, and in 
many eases less than half, of those of to-day.

wonder that they would go hack to the 
farm if they could, and that thev are astonished 
at 1 lie young man of the cities being content 
slave on. often at pitiful wages, a ml with long 
hours when they could learn to become farmers.

and t But if T find 
shall

tripier laugh at you who think 
I lia v c much to get 

;111 not fail t o rub it in if I get

To have the same question flung a me in the
orchard was something of a 
and the tone were the same.

I had been asked to pea., on

1. j.i1 -1 i ■ is both in v a nil profit in it, TI h
1 i/.ed : 1 ■. t

son ,o’ li me, m 
Th ci 

i o a form of 
u’T'Ti t

ittv
1 ha : •ne a 1 tsurd.

F-t e '

Y:,,.

itmore
which a man had expressed lit 
question suddenly elevated work 
expression worthy to rank with the 
Ever since I have been able to see pms Unlit. -

11 is s«9ftlething I lie 1 a n..r

I

to
<* taken charge
aces are happening.«fife- ' f t he orchard, 

1 do notwork—mere work.
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