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tables showing the aveiage composition of gur feeding
stuffls, and ask htm to compare the compositiom with
the tables, showing the average digestibility of our
feeding stufls. I believe that he will find there is, as a
general thing, from 80% to 55% of the available protein
fed which has gone to waste.

I also notice that Mr. Grisdale did not refer to the
part of my letter where I stated that the International
Stock Food Co. would ship any farmer in Canada 100
pounds of stock food, allowing a four months’ trial,
with the agreement, that if satisfactory results were
not obtained he need not pay for the stock food.

We dom’t claim a miraculous preparation, but we
don’t want to be judged by one man or one set of men.
We ‘want every farmer and stockman to make a trial
of ‘*Intermational Stock Food "’ on their own actvount,
believing that in a very large per cent. of cases satis-
factory results will be obtained.

I ‘also want to go on record as stating that we do
not obfect to the published results of any test Mr. Gris-
dale may care to make. We simply gbject to the idea
of attacking the stock food industry, which is rapidly
becoming a very prominent one in Canada, on the
strength of one, iwo, or evem three experiments, which
show very little in the face of the thousands of testi-
monials we have received from practical stockmen the
world over. E. B. SAVAGE.

Experimental Farm and O. A. C. Reports.

The 1904 report of the Dominion Experimental -

Farms fully maintaine the standard of preceding
publications .in character of matter, number and
size af illustrations, typographical effect, and
general appearance. It is a credit to Dr. Saun-
ders; the Director, and the lepartment of Agricul-
ture. The halftones, in particular, are nicely
worked on the best of paper, bringing out de-
tails, @and adding much to the value and attract-
fveness of the book. Embodying a fairly com-
plete record, with tabulated regults of the year’s
work of the five Dominion Stations, as well as a
good deal of practical information by the expcrts
of the Central Farm staff, it is sowething that
will be appreciated by every progressive farmer.

‘Another volume recently to hand is the annual
report of the Ontario Agricultural College and
Experimental Farm, including the Macdonald In-
stitute.

The report of the Agronomist, Prof. Zavitz, is
very brief, the details of it having been published
before.seeding in bulletin form, but the other de-
partments are up to the mark., The appearance
of this report suffers by comparison with that of
the Dominion Karms, notably in the paucity of its
illustrations, several of which are of an inferior
character, and the rather commeén stock on which
they are printed. The readableness of such re-
ports .depends largely upon the printing, and
surely the value of the information contained
warrants itho expense of publication in first-class

style.
Chicago International, 1905.

At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the
International Live-stock Exposition fin Chicago, it was
decided to open the 1905 show om December 2nd, on
which date the students’ judging competitions for the
Spaor trophies will take place. A committee was ap-
pointed, with Professor Curtiss as chalrman, to devise
some plan of simplifying the method of making awards,
it being the general opinion that marking the papers
must be eliminated.

In addition to the money offered in the regular ¢
position classifications, the American Aberdeen-Angu¥
Breeders' Association appropriated $5,500 ; American
Shorthorn Association, $5,000 ; Galloway “Association,
$1,500 ; Red Polled, $1,000, and Polled Durham, $300.
‘Ihe only change of any consequence in the cattle classi-
flkcation was the decision to admit opem heifers to com
petition in the carload lot division. Messrs. John Clay
and A. 1. appointed a committee to
secure the services of @ British judge for the individual
clagses of grade and cross-bred steors, and for individual
championships.

Sanders were

hullock

In the horse department special prizes, practically
the same as last year, have already been provided Ly
the differcnt associations The erection of the immense
new arena, with capacity of 10,000, s priu
tically assured us the future hLome of the show

The Chinaman in South Africa.
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Tho ** Chinese experiment in the Transvaal, which
has been the subject of so much discussion and some
division in the
reached o stage gt

tages begin to bhe

British House of Commons, has now
which its advantages and disadyan
patent In some respects it is prow
ing satisfactory to a degree somewhat surprising to
opponents of it. It was feared, for instance, thot th.
utilizing of Chinese labor would lessen the number of
whites and Kaflirs engaged in the mines, but in almost
every case the number of Loth has heen increascd In
the Geduld mine alone cuaiployed 260
whites where formerly there were only 60, while in all
there are 9,000 more Kaflirs employed than bLefore the
arrival of the coolies.  On the other hand, the Chines
ate adopting the habits of the whites with an alimost
rapidity. They have taken kindly to
iies a8 bicycles—and strikes, the latter wmuch to the
1e of the mine officials,
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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Railway Cattle Rates.

In consequence of complaints against excessive and

discriminating rates on cattle, the Canadian Railway
Commission has ordered that rates not exceeding the
following shall be levied on cattle in carloads from the
C.P.R. and G.T.R. to Montreal for export.

From the undermentioned groups to Montreal, per
100 pounds ;—Windsor, Sarnia and Point Edward, to,
but mot including, St. Thomas, London and St. Mary’s
—234% cents.

St. Thomas, Port Rowan, London and St. Mary's,

to, but not including, Simcoe, Brantford, Harrisburg,

Galt and Berlin—22 cents.
Simcoe, Brantford, Harrisburg, Galt, Waterloo and
Berlin, to Fort Erie, Port Dalhousie,

Dundas, Guelph Junction and Guelph,
cents.

Hamilton, Campbellville and Rockwood, to Oakville,
Streetsville and Brampton, inclugive—20 cents.

Kast of Oakville, Streetsville and Brampton, to and
including Mimico, Lambton and Weston—184 cents.

Toronto and Toronto points—17 cents.

North of Toronto, to and including Maple and Wood-
bridge—184 cents.

North of Maple, Woodbridge, Brampton and George-
town, to and including Newmarket, Cardwell Junction
and Caledon East—20 cents.

North of Newmarket, to and including Barrie — 21
cents,

North of Caledom East, to and including Beeton,
north of Cardwell Junction and Inglewood, to and in-
cluding Orangeville—214 cents.

North of Waterloo to Elmira, north of Guelph to
Fergus, C.P.R., Elora branch, and north and west of
Orangeville to Crombie’s and Grand Valley—22 cents.

North and west of Beeton, to amd including Colwell,
but excluding Allandale—224 cents.

North and west of Colwell, Beeton, Crombie's, Grand
Valley and Fergus, to and including Phelpston, Stay-
ner, Creemore, Dundalk, Mount Forest and Harriston—
234 cents.

North of Stratford and Hyde Park, to and includ-
ing Goderich, Harriston and Mount Forest—234 cents.

Beyond ‘groups 18 and 14, to and including Kincar-
dine, Southampton, Wiarton, Owen Sound, Meaford and
Penetanguishene—243} cents.

East of Toronto, to and including Oshawa and Myr-
tle, also to and including Lindsay (via G.T.R.), and
Woodville (via Lindsay), stations between Whitby and
Manilla, and C.P.R. north of Burketon to Lindsay—17
cents.

North of Stouflville, to and including Mount Albert,
north of Blackwater Junction to and including Lorne-
ville Junction—184 cents.

West of Lorneville Junction, to Brechin, north of
Mount Albert, to and including Sutton—20 cents.

West of Brechin to Orillia, and thence to Barrie—21
cents.

North of Orillia, to and including Midland—22 cents.

North to Lindsay, to and including Fenelon Falls
and Bobcaygeon—19 cents.

North of Femelon Falls, to and including Kinmount,
north of Lorneville Junction to Coboconk—20 cents.

North of Kinmount to Haliburton—21 cents.

East of Oshawa, Myrtle and Lindsay, to and in 1yl
ing Cobourg, Peterboro and Lakefield—16 cents

FKast of Cobourg and Peterboro (present special live-
stock tarifl rates not to be exceeded)—15 cents.

The Panama Canal.

Away down on the Isthmus of Panama there
Inay be seen one of the busiest and most, mterest.
ing sights on the face of the old earth to-day
In the dittle valicy, 10 miles wide and 47 ]un;r,
which reaches out onc hand to the Pacific and the
other to the Carribean Sea, undcr the hot, tropi
cal  sun, 6,000 men — Spaniards, Jamaicans,
I'renchmen, Colombians, Americans—swarm ahoul
at a varicty of tasks The sound of hammers
and sledges mingles with the roar of machinery,
and all the while fourteen higp steam shovels creak
and groan as they swing away, ladling out solid
rock and hard pan  at the rate of 1000}
vards per shovel per day In addition to
a4 number of old  French ““excavators ' are
scratching  out  the softer carth at an almost
cqual rate, while, to add 1o the liveliness  of the
cene, railway trucks run mcessantly, new track
are being laid, hospitals, repair shops, manula
tories and supply depots are being built, and the
whole valley is becoming metamorphosed into
tontinuous town, whose every activity, howevel
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towns—Colon and Panama—bcing in a dangcrous-
ly unganitary state of carelessness and filth. (g
tensibly, the lirst task wasito change thesc con-
ditions, and so cowmpletely has this been done
that to-day yellow Ilever is the exception rather
than the rule in the valley. Swamps have been
drained, mosquito marshes destroyed, old buijld-
ings fumigated, and haspitals erected all along
the route. In addition, street-cleaming scaven.
gers have wrought a revolution in the towns, ang
Panama is being equipped with a complete system
of water supply and sewers. All these steps were
necessary for the safety of the hordes of workmen
who, for the next ten years, must work away at
carrying out the big scheme which, once set afoot
by the Americans, will not be lightly abandoned
as was that of the French before them,

The recklessness and extravagance of the
I'rench have been a constant source of astonijsh-
ment to the American engineers. In making the
surveys the latter came upon numbers of work-
shops, hualf overgrown with vegetation, yet filled
with machinery and supplies abandoned twenty
years ago. In one place tons' of rusted steel
pens, even, were discovered, evidently sent thither
by some mismanagement and permitted to remjn,.
Of the old machinery much has become obsolete
in the light of modern inventions, but the mater-
ial is being utilized, and the old trucks, loco-
motives and excavators have been repaired and
are doing good service in the lighter portions of
the work.

The canal will not be completed for ten
years, but even at that, the speed with which it
will have been accomplished may be a matter of
congratulation well worthy of the demonstration
with which will be cclebrated the crowning day—
that day upon which the great steam shovels will
groan for the last Lime, when sea will join hand
with sea, and human skill will laugh at the
barriers which sent Magellan and those who fol-
lowed him painfully groping about the stern head-
lands of Cape Horn. At present it has not been
fully decided whether the excavation will be car-
ried to sea level, or whether the lock system will
be adopted; but whichever plan is decided upon,
the result is sure to be a triumph to American
enterprise, and a boon to the commerce of the

world.
Seed Growers’ Convention.

In view of the widespread interest taken in the
new seed control bill now before Parliament, the
general war against weed seeds and weeds, and
the policy of seed-grain improvement now under
way, there should be a large rally -at the annual
meeting at Ottawa, June 27, 28 and 29, of the
Canadian Seed-growers’ Association, formally
organized last year. The provisional programme
includes addresses or papers by Hon. S. A.
Fisher ; Dr. Webber, of the Washington Dept. of
Agriculture ; Dr. William Saunders, Director Ex-
perimental Farms; Mr. S. A. Bedford, Supt.
Manitoba Experimental Farm, DBrandon:; Thos.
A. Peters, Deputy-Commissioner of Agriculture,
Fredericton, N. B.: Prof. C. C. James, Mr. G. A.
Gigault, Prof. C. A. Zavitz, Mr. J. H. Grisdale,
[.. S. Klinck, B.S.A., recently-appointed Agronom-
ist for the new agricultunal college at Ste. Anne,
Que.; S. B. Briggs, Toronto, and others. The fol-
lowing are invited to contribule papers, to be
read at the meeting : Dr. J. Hall, Rothamstead,
Garten Bros., FEngland ; Heury Vilmorin, Paris,
France ; |, Burbank, Sebastopol, Cal. ; H.
Snyder, Minnesota : and W. Bateson, Cambridge,
Mass A wide range of practical and important
topies will be taken up.

Alcohol Condemned.

issue of the ‘“ Farmer’'s Advocate’' con-
4 brief reference to the opinion of Sir Frederick
Treves, one of the most eminent British physicians in
the world to-day, on the use of alcohol. We learn
from the Daily Fxpress, of London, Eng., that his state-
ments before the Church of England Temperance Society
were as follows - It iy distinctly g poison, and the
limitation of its use should be as strict as that of any
other kind of poison. It is, moreover, an insidious
poison, broducing eflects for which the only antidote is
alcohol again. It is not an appotizer, and even In
swull quantities it hinders digestion.  Its stimulating
efficct only lasts for o moment, and after it has passed
the capacity for work falls enormously. It brings up
the reserve forces of the body and throws them into
action, with the result that when they are used up
there is nething to fall back upon. On the march to
lLadysmith the soldiers who were drinkers fell out as
though they were labelled. The use of alcohol is in-
cousistent with work which requires quick, keen and
Judgment. Sir Frederick said that the use of
leohol s emphnticully diminishing in hospital practice
«nd among professional men who work hard during the
day He favored extreme total ahstinence. Being  a
strveom, he has seen the effect of the use of alcoholic
ligiiors on the svstem of those who have to he operated
tron, und who recover from the knife with less success
than d., those who use little or no such beverages. The
e of diquors in Gireat Britain is decreasing, and pub-

‘ntinent is qnore and more against them. Even in
Bissia the Ol a very rich community, are
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