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How to Train a Dog.
EpitorR “THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE"":

[ herewith venture to give my ideas on how a puppy
should be handled to make a good farm dog of him.
To begin with you must have a dog of tln*‘ proper breed-
ing. You cannot take a Percheron or a Clydesdale and
train it for a trotting horse and expect success. You
cannot take a Jersey and expect to make a beef animal
of it. Neither can you take a bull-dog or a hound and
expect to make a good sheep or cow dog of it. You may
think you have them fairly well trained, and then—
just when you least want it or expect it—they will
run amuck. The Collie is the only breed that there is
any plage for on our farms. He has been used for hundreds
of years'on the stock farms of Scotland and England; only
the puppies from the very best dogs were raised and
and at present the Collie is as near perfection as a work-
ing stock dog as it 1s possible for the breeders to make
them. The average Collie takes to handling stock as
naturally as a duck does to water. In writing this I
am taking it for granted that the reader has a Collie to
start with.

[t is quite easily understood that before you can
teach anybody or any thing you have to know something
yourself. Some people have trouble teaching a dog for
the same reason. They don't use ‘‘horse sense.”” The
average person has at least a smattering of
sense’’ and should be fairly successful in training a dog.

I'he average healthy puppy is always busy. If you
don’t find something for him to do he will himself, and
it will not always be something you appreciate either.
Your rubbers may be carried off and chewed up—your
hens may be exercised—the cat gets a good mauling
or 1s forced to climb trees—the harness suffers if he can
reach it; in fact “‘the devil always finds work for idle
pups to do.” For this reason if the pup is not with you
!H'hhuuinl be ticd up where he can’t get into mischief and
tearn bad habits. Dogs are like boys, they learn bad
habits when idle. The most michevious pups usually
make the best dogs if they get proper training
A Collie is a very sensitive animal. A large number
of our best dogs have been ruined by men who believed
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fmere tone of vour voice if vou are displeased with him
If you are kind to him he will do everything he can to
please you and it isn’t ne essary to thump him to impress
tt you don’t want him to do a certain

“horse

it on his m

1mndal tl

hing ’ :
t \.H\‘ A little kindness will make a lot better dog of
him than 4 lot of whipping

A pup should never be used for driving cattle when

1t 1s too ¢ . £
1 f\[-’r,\u\m. If a young pup 1s kicked it takes somc
Lime " ) y )
m" tor it to overcome that fear of the cattle's heels,
ind the tendend v will be for it to go to the cattle’

tads—which

u don’t want it to do. After the pup
old pop e DX mo i'w'H}' >' age it \\iI_I not hurt him if the

V. do owlhim over a few times: he will have his
gh to know he can be boss, and

gtts about « e

nind made -

il 1 s | , 1
I he s kie) I usually proceed to impress the fact

15”;1‘»‘ '}';‘ . ’ on the \lii]lsl‘zl.\\])itlx kicked him
to the .u" )\ ; \“‘ > SO0 as he will pay any attention
A youn ‘, e heep him back away fluluyl‘!l ir heels

g pup will wander ”!lll up to a cow’s heels and

?\l:,,,l (,I;,“l],\;(‘,‘i(:"'\\(';'}']“k that .f“' Is not sure whether it was
of the rear o — did it, and will always fight shy
| - If\il tH(-] (»f an ,‘““”“[ le"I'\\(lHIx

],m;“:\’\Ji)ill[h;;'r\ﬂlflg" .()L next to imlu»g,\ilkyl»‘y to qu[.] a pup
to play \\,th(llf‘ "\ ‘;” old dog along. The pup will want
him to do vm\[]”. Y ’ll dog all the time. When you tell
ind the 1‘11“. 1)”'”;,\', u‘.]\|\||| run and pile on the old dog,
to do it "” v '_'.”.\ will happen if vou tell l‘ll(‘ old dog

) 1L, a very few cases the old dog will keep the
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An Intelligent Dog Which Will Respond
to Training.

know something itself before the pup will learn anything
useful from it. As it is possible to make a much better
dog of the average Collie pup than the average dog is,
1t is a good plan to dispose of the old dog before starting
unless he is an exceptionally good one. I

A lot of people object to a pup playing with children.
I would much rather a pup was playing with them than
have it out around the fields chasing birds or doing some
other similar foolishness. It will at least learn to take
care of the children if it plays with them.

Sometimes a young dog is too harsh with stock
and drives them too fast. This can be overcome by

A Pair of Sheep Dogs.

ticing up one of his front legs or keeping him on a leader
until he learns better.
best and way of breaking a pup of going to
the cattle's heads

The practice of castrating or unsexing both the males
bhe too highly commended, both
from the breeding and utility standpoint. The average
farmer could castrate the males, but the females should
be taken to the veterinarian,  If this is done the femalcs
make really the best dogs. They are quicker to learn
and arc often the best workers.  Castrating a dog before

Using a leader 1s about the

easiest

and females cannot

A Contented Group of Shorthorns
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he is fully (](-\rlnlw(f “\”“H,\ prevents Mu]»nlt('ﬂ cures
that rambling instinct. Some people claim that an
unsexed dog is lazy but some of the best dogs I have
ever seen were unsexed males and females. )

In Ontario the dog question is quite a serious one.
The number of undesirable dogs kept does not secm to
decrease in proportion to the inc reased dog tax as
much as we would like. In my mind there i1s no reason
why a dog should be taxed any more than a cow or a
horse. As the present system of dog taxation has had
no appreciable results, why not try something else?
The system I would suggest for controlling the number
of undesirable dogs would be to tax all the <l()g§\ which
are not unsexed, and not tax those which are. lrlw tax
foroneyear would pay the veterinarian's charges for the
operation, and it would certainly pay to have the dogs
unsexed unless they were worth keeping for breeding
When it came to a matter of dollars and

purposes.
be pre-

cents only the sex of our very best dogs would
served, and in a few years the mongrel, the cur zn}(l the
undesirable breeds would be conspicious by their ab-
sence throughout the province. o

Prince Edward Co., Ont. G. E.
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correspondents this spring,

Factors Governing the Use of

Fertilizers.

BY PROF. R. HARCOURT. 0.A.C., GUELFPH

Judging from the nature of the questions asked by
| we may conclude that many

farmers, market gardeners, and others are deeply in-

terested in fertilizers.

They are looking well to the

question of food, and it is an important point; but,
plants, like animals, require more than food if they are

to make good growth.
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