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ONE WAY OF BESOMING POPULAR
By Knoxonian.

The Presbyterian congregation of
Slowtown was not prosperous. Their
finances were in a bad way. The minis
ter's salary was in arrears and the con-
tributions to the Schemes of the
Church were painfully small. The at
tention of the Preshytery of the bounds
having been called to the matter, it
was resolved to send a deputation to
visit the congregation. The Rev. Nath
anael Smoothbore and Dr. Boanerges
Faithful were appointed to hold a
meeting in Slowtown, confer wifh the
office-bearers, address the people, and
take such steps as they might deem
necessary for the welfare of the con-
gregation. Due announcement of a
congregationa 1 meeting having been
given, Mr, Smoothhore and Dr. Faithful
went to Slowtown on the day appoint
ed. The meeting was fairly attended.
After devotional exercises Mr, Smooth
bore addressed the people.

Mr, Smoothbore’'s Address.

T need scarcely say T am glad to be
here to-day. Tt always affords me much
pleasure to meet with our meople and
discuss matters connected with our be-
loved Zion. T have long heen anxions
to visit this congregation, T knew your
former pastor well, He was an intimate
friend of mine. We were in eollege
together., He is mv wife's thirtv-se-
cond cousin by her father's side. Your
present pastor has always been a warm
friend of mine. T esteem him very
highly, and have often held mpleasant
intercourse with him. We often take
sweet counsel together. T have long
desired to see his meople. T am sure
you are all devotedly attached to him
and to the beloved Church to which we
all belong. (Dr. Faithful began to
grow very fidgetty at this point) T am
sure the elders and other office bear
ers do their duty. (Dr. Faithful mur-
mured dissent and the people looked
angrily at him.) T am aware thai the
financial condition of your congregation
is not in just the highest state of pros-
perity, but the times are hard. Busi-
ness is depressed and money s very
scarce. No doubt you would give
thonsands more if yon had it. T am
sorry that there are some arrears of
stipend, but you would, no doubt, pay
these arrears if yon were as able as
you are willing. (Here the pastor's
wife turned her thin, careworn, pover
ty-stricken face away in disgust, and

d to say: “8 thib how ean
von talk such robbish.”) T know you
are a4 generous people. T am sure you
are loyal to the blue banner of Pres-
byterianism.  After some further allu-
sions to the blue banner, and an elo-
quent peroration about the standards
and the martvrs and the graves of our
forefathers, Smoothbore took his sent
amidst loud applause. The people
were mightly pleased cndb s(; urriollll
away that they completel lorgot &l
abont the arrears of stipend. and the
fact that they did not contribute =a
cent a piece to support the missions of
their Church and keep the blue hanner
efloat in other lands—their minds were
lifted entirely above such things.

Justice Not “m-lty.

minister's salary is not a matter of gen-
erosity but a matter of justice, 'l'b:
halk < dilanid R el b ) 4
thclrulllnd’lanmbﬂu

Presbytery to pay the amount promis-
ed, and as honest men they should
keep their promises. If they were not
able to pay what they promised, they
should come in an open, manly way to
the Presiytery and say so,' and mer-
haps the Preshytery wonld find some
remedy. Christians ought to be honest
men. Too many people looked upon
@& minister's salary as something that
they might pay or repudiate at will even
after they had solemnly promised to
pay it. Tt was just such conduct as
fhis that made many men who never
attend church look at religion with
conterapt. He then took up the sub-
seription list and found that the high-
est amount subscribed was $10 a year
while very few meached that amount.
He showed that this was not quite
twenty cents per Sabbath, or ten cents
for each service, This amount might
be enough, or more than enough, for
many wage-earners or very poor peaple,
but he would esk any candid man if
twenty cents per Sabbath was anything
for a wealthy farmer or a man in a
good paying busi en showed
that only a very small proportion of
the congregation reached the amount
stated twenty cents a day or ten cents
a service—and that—many did not pay
five cents or even one cent a Sabbath
while a good many paid nothing. His
brother, Mr. Smoothbore, had spoken of
the hard times, but he would like to
know how hard times could effect a
man who paid nothing at all.

Dr. Faithful then took upthe Schemes
of the Church and read the amounts
contributed for Colleges and Missions,
He said he could not estimate the am-
ount paid per member for Missions,
because the divisor would not go into
the dividend. There was no quotient.
Tt was beyond the power of figures to
show the amount per member that they
were doing to send the Gospel to the
heathen. There was no coin of the
realm that would express their liber
ality. He must give it up. The same
was true in regard to Colleges. He
had every sympathy with men strugel
ing against hard times; but he could
not for the life of him understand how
hard times could affect contributions
that never were large enough per mem-
ber to be expressed by any coin of the
realm. The Doctor then urged them to
try and make their organization more
effective, as poﬁl.lnq could survive with.
out good organization, and closed with
a solemn, searching appeal to he up

and doing while whrking d-ys lasted,

He took his seat amidst
Solemn Silence,

At the close of the meeting the peo.
ple gathered around Mr. Bmoothbore,
shook his hand warmly, asked for his
family; and half-a-dozen invited him to
dinner. A few earnest workers who had
been labouring hard for the welfare of
the congregation, ventured to speak to
Dr. Faithful, but a large majority of
the people thought he was an “awful”
man. Some said he was not spiritually
minded, and some declared ho‘ had

She Knew All About the Arrears,

Months passed. The seed sown by
Dr. Faithful began to take root and
grow. The people became ushamed of
their financial position and began to
do better. At the close of the year the
arrears were wiped out and there was
joy in the manse. The pastor preach-
ed better and his wife did not need to
sit up so late making over the old
clothes for the children. Next year the
salary was raised, and the mext blue
book sh d that the teibuti for
the Schemes of the Church were great-
lyl increased. New life was put into
all departments of the congregational
work, and the congregation of Blowtown
hecame one of the best in the Pres-
bytery. But to this day Dr. Faithful
never dares show his face there. The
Doctor is not popular in Slowtown and
never will be while the present gener-
ation are in the Church below.

THE WITNESS FAMINE FUND.

Those whose hearts have been moved
by the recent terrible distress in China,
will be glad to learn that the China
Famine Fund monies cabled by the
Montreal Witness amounted in all to
$10,000, most of which was cabled dur-.
ing *he last two weeks of the fund.

These gifts were received from all
over the Dominion. and a good roany
more Witness readers were preparing
to remit when they learned thut the
fund was olosed.

The Witness has always lent itself
to this work of receiving and forward.
ing subscriptions for worthy  causes,
and vast sums have been collected by
it for such purposes, one fund the
Armenian Relief Fund, alone amount.
ing to over $15000. The amount of
work and expense involved receiv-
ing, acknowledging and forwarding
these large sums of money is very much
greater than the general public can at
all realize, but the Witness has done
it gladly and ungrudgingly, making
uo charge whatever for services or for
newspaper space used.

NEW COACHES FOR THE G. T, R.

The Grand Trunk shops at Point 8t
Charles have completed five new pas-
senger coaches of the latest model and
standard of that Company. The exter-
jor of the cars are bottle green with
gold lettering, and the interior is fin-
ished in polished mahogany, The seats
are the latest high swing-back pattern,
upholstered in green plush, The body
of the car will seat sixty people and
the smoking room, which is upholster-
ed in leather, twelve people, A strip
of Wilton carpet covers the centre of
the car, and Linoleum is used as the
floor ing for ages and king
room. Pintsch gas is installed for
lighting, seven large fourburner
lamps being used for this purpose,

The oars are equipped with appara-
tus for steam heat, air signals and high-
speed quick action air hrakes, They
have standerd wide vestibules with

never been converted. Mr, S
went home feeling that he had made e
good i sic and lating

himself on the fact that he was pq;t-
lar with the Slowtown people.  Dr.

steel platforms and are mounted on
six-wheel trucks. The length of the

Faithful went home i of the
fact that he had done his duty. The
pastor soancely dared to say good-bye
mhimuhmlm&u.buthnpu-
shook hands




