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THE MOVEMENT FOR UNION,

The Church Union Conference at To-
ronto closed on Dec. 22nd, atter three
days of conference between influential re
presentatives of the Presbyterian, i.etho
dist and Congregational churches. Com-
plete satisfaction was expressed with the
progressively conservative attitude taken
by the conference in joint committee, and
with the support given the movement by
the three denominational committees.

It was finally decided to appoint five
sub con'miitees, to deal respectively with
the subjects of doctrine, polity, adminis-
tration, ministerial iraining, and law

It was decided to appoint a small com-
mittee, consisting of a minister and lay-
man from each of the three Churches, to
retire at once and draw up a list of sub-
commi tees, assigning to each the topics
that should be discussed by it, and deter
mining the number of members ol which
it should be composed.  After some dis
cussion it was resolved to appoint a Cen-
tral or Executive Committee, communi-
cate with the sub committees, 10 assign
any such subjects that may not have bren
specially assigned, and generally to act
for this Joint Committee between its ses-
sions. This Executive Cemmittee to con
sist of the Chairman of the three union
commitiees of the negotiating Churches,
the three Secretaries of this Joint Com
mittee, and the Chairmen of the subcom-
mittees 10 be appointed. The following
report of the committe: appointed to draw
up a list of sub-committees was then pre
s:nted and adopted : —

Your committee, appointed to frame a
list of sub-committees, define the limits of
the subjects to be assigned to each of
them and determine the number of mem-
bers of which each shall be composed, as
well as the relative numbers from each of
the three Churches, beg to recommend ; —

(1) Thatthe number of sub committees
be five, and that the subjects alloted to
be as follows .

(a) Doctrine

(b) Polity — Under this head are to be
embraced the o:ganization and govern
ment of the Church, conditions of Church
membership and rights and duties of
members, ordinances of the Church, in-
cluding means ot grace and forms of wor-
ship, and the rei.tion of Sabbath schools
wnd young people’s societies to theChurch,
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(c) ‘Vhe ministry—This topic is to em-
brace the training for the ministry, the
pastoral office, including period of ser.
vice, the rights and privileges of minis-
ters and their relation to the doctrines of
the Church.

(d) Administration- -This shall include
all the missionary, educational, benevo
lent, publishing and other agencies of the
Church.

(¢) Law—Under this head will be in-
¢luded titles to Church proparty, general
and local, and legislation,

(2) Tuot the three Churclies be repre-
scnted on each of the sub-committees in
the proportion of two Methodists, two
Presbyterians, and one Congregationa it

(3)  That each of these sub committees
on doctrine, polity, the ministry and ad-
ministration be composed of forty mem
bers (sixteen Methodists, sixteen Presby-
terians and eight Congregationalists), and
that th: sub committee on law consist of
fifteen members (six Methodists, six Pres:
bytetians and three Congregationalists )

DOCTRINE,

Preshyterian Church : Principal Scrimger,
convener; Dr. Armstrong, Dr. Battishy,
Rev. G. S. Carson, Dr. DuVal, Principal
Falconer, Principal Gordon, Dr. MacKay,
Dr. J. L. Murray, Principal McLaren, Dr,
Ramsay, Dr. Sedgwick, Rev, T. Stewart,
W. M. Clark, Dr, Robert Murray and Mr.
Walter Paul,

Methodist Church : Chancellor Burwash,
convener : Rev. Drs. Carman, Shaw, Pais
ley, Langford, Curtis, Stewart, Antliffe,
Crothers, Ryckman, Revs, F. B, Stacey, D.
W. Johnston and S Bond and Messts,
Ames, Ferguson and Mann,

Congregational Church ; Rev. Dr. Warri-
ner, convener ; Rev. J. F. Day, J. P. Gerrie,
T. B Hyde, Hugh Pedley, J. K Unsworth
and Messrs. |. R. Dougall and H. O'Hara.

POLITY,

Presbyterian Church : Professor Walter
Murray, convener; Dr. Bryce, Dr. Camp-
bell, Dr. Farquharson, Dr. Herridge, Dr.
Lyle, Dr. MacGillivary, Dr. Millar, Rev. J.
B. Mullen, Principal Patrick, Dr. James
Stewart and Messrs, James Gibson, T. C.
James, 1. A, Macdonald, G. M. McDonnell
and W. B. McMurrich.

M:thodist Church: Justice McLaren, con-
vener ; Rev. Drs. Carman and White, Revs.
Mavety, Steel, Crews, Griffith, Langille and
Messrs. Harris, Inch, Fudger, Bishop, Bell,
Aikens, Senator Cox and Justice Britton,

Congregational Church : Rev. J. W, Ped-
ley, convener ; Revs. F. ], Day, J. L. Gor-
don, W. T. Gunn, W, H. Warriner, D.D.,,
and Messrs. J. R, Dougall, T. B. Macauley
and H. O'Hara.

THE MINISTERS,

Presbyterian Church: Principal Patrick,
convener ; Dr. Armstrong, Dr. Carr, Rev,
W. L. Clay, W. J. Clark, Principal Falcaner,
Dr. Ficteher, Rev. J. Hay, Dr. lerdman,
Rev, T. C. Jack, Rev. A T. Love, Dr.
Milligan, Principal Secrimger, Professor
Dyde, Hon. D. Laird and ]. K. Mac-
Donald.

Methodist Church; Rev. Dr. Ryckman,
convener ; Rev. Drs, Henderson, Ross,
Guady, Cleaver, Wilhamson, Ross, Pitcher,
Woodsworth, Potts, Heartz, Wilson and
Messrs. Hall, Berge, Ellis and Chipman,

Congregational Church : Rev. J, K. Uns.
worth, eonvener: Rev. G. W. Ball, J. P,
Gerrie, W. T. Gunn, D. S. Hamilton, Prin-
cipal Hill; A, W, Main and B, W. Robert-
won.

ADMINISTRATION,

Presbyterian Church : Rev. Dr. Somer-
ville, convener ; Dr. Carmichael, Prineipal
Foriest, Principal Gordon, Rev. W, A. ],
Martin, Dr. Mowat, Dr. E. D. McLaren,
Dr. McMillan, Rev. J. H. Katcliffe, Rev.
James Ross, Dr. Smith, Dr. Warden and
Hon. C. H. Campbell, Senator MeGregor,
Messrs. David Morrice and W, White.

Methodist Chureh © C. D. Massey, con-
vener : Rev. Drs. Briggs, Sutherland, Potts,
Huestis, Gnffin, Chown, Sparling, Evans
and Messrs. Allison, Hunt, Ashdown,
Gurney, Flavelle, Holmes and Denton,

Congregational Church: Rev. William
Mclntosh, convener; Revs. ], L. Gordon,
Principal Hill, T. B. Hyde, J. W. Pedley
and Messrs, C. R. Black, T. B. Caldwell,
M. P, and A* McA. Murphy.

LAW,

Presbyterian Chureh : Hon. C. H. Camp-
bell, convener ; A. G. Farrell, Judge Forbes,
W. B. McMurrich, J. A. Paterson and Dr.
Sedgwick.

Methodist Church: N. W, Rowell, con-
vener, Judge Chesley and Messrs, Aikins,
Cate, Harris and MclLaughlin,

Congregational Church : Rev. J. T. Daley,
convener, anc¢ Messrs, Charles Cushing and
8. P. Lt

It should be understood that the commit-
tees above named will not be engaged at
present in preparing a basis of union, but
will meet together for further conference to
exchange views and ascertain whether it be
practicable to reach a common basis that
might hereafter be submitted to the Church-
es concerned  In the meantime a state-
ment giving the history of the movement up
to the present time and the action thus far
of the joint committee will be prepared and
printed,and a copy sent to each minister of
the negotiating bodies,so that the Churches
may be kept informed of every step that
has been taken,

It was universally recognized in the joint
committer that a question so important and
far-reaching in its results was not one to be
urduly hurried ; that a union of the Church-
es to be real and lasting must carry the con-
sent of the entire membership, and that no
final step could be taken until ample -
tunity had been given to consider the wr;lc
question in the courts of the various
Churches and by the people generally.

i L —

The remarkable “revival services’ in
Wales and various parts of Great Britain
have set people talking, writing, and
thinking. Presby’erians have not been
as much addicted to special services as
other branches of the Christian church ;
yet there has lately been a growing feel-
ing all along the line that the inroads of
worldiness, pleasure and luxury can only
be met by a deepened spiritual life in our
congregations.

B e S

At a meeting rec ntly held in Notting-
ham, Eng.,a Presbyterian minister strong-
ly advocated that pastors should keep an
“adherents” roll, certifying them when
they removed frc m one church to another,
and urged that it should be made as easy
as possible for them to beecome members
in full communi n. The Belfast Witness
endorses the proposal, saying that adher-
ents form a very inuruun‘ and import.
ant element in congregations, both in
town and country, who have reeeived far
100 littie recognition and attention, ’




