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held i.iifit, and incapable of holding the
fame*.

All heretics or proteftants were excommu-
nicated by one general decree of Pope InnO'
cent the Third.

We excommunicate and anathematize every
hcrefy againft the holy, orthodox, and catholic
faith. Condemning*- all heretics under what-
ever names they may be dilliinguifhed, and
who indeed, though they have diiFerent faces,
have their tails all tied together, fince they
agree in vanity •\.

Many other palTages might be adduced to
the fame effed; befides innumerable quota-
tions from Popiih writers of great eminence,
by whom the dodrinc is afferted and defend-
ed. Nor has it been a mere fpeculative prin-
ciple confined to books ; hiftory affords many
well known examples of the depofition of
royal heretics, which are celebrated with exul-
tation by the Romifh Church. Mr. Burke
fays, that " in the great perfecutions of Nero,
*' and even oiJulian the apoftate, if no refift-

* Sept
: Decretal. Lib. V. Tit. 3. Cap. 9. Hac noftra in perpetuutn

valitura conftitutione
; de apollolice poteftatis plenitudine fancimus :

quod fententiis, cenfuris, et puenis prcdidis in fuis robon' et clficacia re-
meucntibus, omnes et finguli.—Comites, Baroni-s, Marchiones, Duces,
Rcges, ct Imperatores, qui liadlenus deviaffe, aut in hxrefim incidiffe
dcprehenfi fuerint, aut in pofterum deviabnnt, aut in ha'refim incident,
fint ctiam eo ipfo abfque aliquo juris aut fadli minilterio, Comitatibns,
K.ironiis, Marchionatibus, Diicatibus, Regnis, et Imperio, penitus, et in
totum, pcrpetuo privati, ctad illade cactcro inhabiles el incapaces hahc
antur.

f Decree. Greg. Lib. V. Tit. 7. Cap. 13. Excommunicamus itaque et
anathematizamusomnem hxrefim extoUentem feadverfus banc fandlam,
orthodoxam, et catholicam fidem, quam fuperius expofuimus.— Con-
demnantes haercticos univerfos, quibufcunque nominibus cenfeantur, la-
ties quidcm diverfas habentes, fed caudds ad iavicem coUigatas, quia
ae vanitate conveniuiit in idipfum.
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