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7andoubtedly become the depository Of familY papers of this nature, which it is most
Îrapi-obgble would aver be sent to the Library. In the absence, thorefore, of such a

depository as that of the Archives, most valuable materials for bistory would be

elitirely lost. On this point I may be permitted to repeat what I stated in last year's
report.

There must be, in the bands of those who have occupied positions of a publie

nature, either as responsible advisers of the Crown, or as represontative men in

Yarious capacities, correspondenee which would bc of immense service in a historical

Point of view, but whieh there is every probability will bc destroyed, or lost in the

Course of time. Hero, where the children ofthe mon of to-day are, politically speak-

ilig, the nobodies of to-morrow, or else who have moved away to other localities than

those in whieh their fathers were known, it is impossible to proserve sueh papers, as
bas been done with old family records in Great Brit8iD. There the r*searches of the

Commission on historical documents have. unearthod papeis, letters, charters, &c.,
dating back to the sixth and seventh centuries, which throw a flood of lighL on the
ltàrly history of the country. Here, it is well known, valliable co1lectiontrý have been

Idestroyed by the cure of the tidy honse-keeper getting rid of thora a>; yubbish. 1
Venture to suggest that, could they be obtained from leading men, or thoir represent-

â7tives, such collections, the contents of which it might be at the present moment

Irnproper to rnake publie, rnight be packed up in air-tight boxop, marked with the

Ilarnes of the depositors, and soaled up for a certain length of time, to romain in safe

keeping in the vatilts appropriated for the custody of the Archives. By this Dleans

they -ould be kept in safety, and available at the time when, without breach of pro-

]Priety, their contents could bc used by the historian."

It is not nocessary, I conceive, to enter more fully'into this subject, further than

tO remark that, in so fur as regards the history of British North Aincrica, every

document relating to it should be foitud in the Archives Office, even such as at first

bighý may appear to have with it only a remote connection, following in this the

example of the British Museum. The field fflvered by thut institution is much wider,
but the system pursued in it may b& studied with advantage.

The Archives Office tii ust, of necessity, be of the naturo of a Library, but one,

purely of roforence on otie special sub» et andy thorefoire, all the works relating to,
that subject sbould be there. But, reyond thut, it _must also do the work to a

..t*rtaiin exLent of the Publie Record Office, especially that part of it which the
ôrganization of the Historiml ',%fanu-sciript8 Commission in the United KingdQm was

desiged to promote. The assistance of local historical societies, in this latter object,
Mig t bc most valuable, and the attention of the members may very properly be

Idirected to the importance of the work to be accompli8hed by the establishment of a,
'central place of deposit foi- papei-sûr Ibo character 1 have had the honour to indicate.

Withont a list of the documents i-elatiDg to the colonies to be found among the
13tate Papers, of Rt least the United N 1 wgdom and of France, sueb as 1 . was entrusted

ýto Make of the mai uscriets in the 13ý-itish Museum, it is manifestly impossible to

Conduct the work oither in a systemittic or satisfaetory manner. Copies of partis of

>Collections of State Papers have been obtained by différent Provincial Govérniments
, and Societieéi. Eceptimg those ut lialifax and the three 8ûries of papers contairing the

'tOrrespondence of the French G<)-ý,eiýnrrieDt and documents relating to Canada and

()ther French Colonies, from 1504 to 1778. deposited partJy with the Literary and

ILi8torical Society of Quebee, and partly in the Library of Parliamelit, to which I

ýtég to dirtet attention, Lhey are toLiu any respect e-omi)letp, L.stsoftherntbeÈefore,
leven if tbey could be obtained, would be of comparailvely little use, 1 beg respect.

f4lly to express the opinion, thut the onty safe way of proceéding, i8 to obiaiii lucipies
'of papers from tbe originalè. Everyone, who is conversant Nvitb the subject,
klacws the ever incroasing -Jiabili ty to error, in copying from copies, the errors to be

fOulid in the6e being tranderred ici new copies witb, very probably, other OrrOrs

Udded. ThÙ3 is on the supposition, besides, that.ceples are accessible on this side
thé Atlantic. It my De remarked thst sue ashave been obtained, were got for


