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effect held out an inducement to the British '

author to secure a local copyright aa the
i

most simple means of excluding foreign re-
,,

prints by the publication of cheaj) competi-
|

tive Canadian editions, and giving the book
j

trade of Canada a direct interest in the ex-
;

elusion of the foreign article. These are
j

some of the main features of the Canadian

Copyright Law of 1875, but they met with

no favour in the Downing-street of 1847.

In the despatch to the (iovprnor-(ieneral

\H enclosed the report to the Colonial Office

or the Board of Trade on the Canadi. \ct

just referred to. The report contftins the

following passages :-"lAioking to the cir-

" cumstances under which the Act (Impe-

" rial Act, 1847) was passed, their lordships

" are of opinion that the arrangement effect-

•' ed by it was in the nature of a compro-
•' mise between the claims of the colonists

" on the one hand and the rights of British

"authors on the other; the intention be-

" ing that the colonists should be allowed
" to supply themselves with the cheap

•'editions of British works which are re-

" produced in the United States, on the

" condition of making to the author some
" compensation for the injury intlicted on
" him by a gratuitous appropriation of his

" property, and it was on this understand-
" ing that the Act received the a^ssent of

" Parliament without encounteringopposition
" from the advocates of the rights of authors.

" The Acts which have been passed by the

"Legislatures ot xNova ScotiaandNew Bruns-

"wick are strictly in accordance with this un-
" derstan<ling, but the Canadian Act now
" under discussion is framed upon a totally

"different principle. Its effect, were it fol-

" lowed up by an Order-in-Council, would

"simply be to take away 'rom British

" authors, unless they republish in the

"colony, the protection which they now en-

"joy, without making them any compensa-
" tion for the injury. My Lords are there-

" fore of opinion that to issue such an Order
" flight expose the Government to a charge
" of breaking faith with the authors. They
" are the moro reluctant to recommend such

"a step being taken because they <io not
" perceive the justice of the distinction be-

" tween works printed and published in

"England only and works reprinted and
" published in Canada. Sofar an they hav<

"mea?w o/judifhiff, they are of o})iiiion that

' an edition for the colonial market could

" be printed more cheapiif here than in

" Canada. To protect works reprinted there,

"and to leave others unprotected, would

"therefore fail to secure the advantages

'•^vhich are desired on all hands—namely,

cheap publications of a legitimate charac-

ter for the colonies, and the repression of

'< the illicit importations of pirated edition*

"Ml/ Lordx mm'il (jlndlij eo-op-rale in any

"nwaxiire that roitld he dei'iKid for nupply-

" in<) the rolnnien trith the. cheapeM. luorku,

"arid would see no objection to making the

" author's coi)yright det>end nptm his trans-

" mitting thcrii, could a plan for coniiudling

" him to do so be devised, but they do not

"think the obligation to reprint in the colony

"would have any tendency to effect this

"object."
, „

The paternal tone of "My Lords grates

strangely on Canadian ears to-day.

But 1.1 connection with our present discus-

sion, the contents of this report are vaUial)le

and important. The object of the Imperial

Act of 1847 was t» give cheap (foreign re-_

printed) literature to the "colonists,

while ])roviding for the compensation' of the

British authors. Well, no Cana.lian pub-

lisher h.as ever asked for more than the

power to reprint cheap literature on con-

dition that a fair compensation was secured

to the British author. In tho next place,

what, " My Lords" failed to perceive in re-

gard to tlie reprinting and publishing in

Canada, as distinguished from printing ami

publishing in the United Kingdom, has been

perceived since and " crystallized into law.

Then, too, a powerful argument from the

Downing-atreet point of view apparently

was, that Canadians could not produce books

BO cheaply as they could import them. It is

no longer possible to hold that opinion, for

Canadians are able, as every-day experitnce

shows, to print editions of popular works

more cheaply than any sold either in (Jicat

Britain or the United States. Then, hnally,

wc have the assurance that " My Lords

would not only gladly co-operate with the

"colonists" in any measure for supplying

cheap literature, but even deal more or less

arbitrarily with the authors could they see

a practicable method of attaining the de-

sired end. If the Imperial Government

will only act now in the spirit of the

admissiima implied in their despatch ot

over thirty years ago, we shall soon see an

end to existing diiliculties.-

Some delay followed the refusal of the Im-

perial Government to sanction the Canadian

Act. Meantime, the impossibility of exclud-

ing American reprints, and the necessity of

obtaining a cheaper literature than the Bri-

tish market supplied, became daily more and

more obvious. Accordingly in 1850 an Act

was passed by the Canadian Legislature

(13 and 14 Vict., c. (5) providing for the col-

lection of an authors' tax on foreign reprints

of British copyright works coming into Ca-

nada, whenever the author or his representa-

tives register^ Ir.s copyright with the Ca-

nadian Custo.. ? authorities. The Act reads


