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that style of argument. So far aa I am
conceiuea, I want to lepudiate the charge

of bigotry directed against the people of

Ontario. A large number of the people of

Unit province sincerely believe that the

educational policy of the government In re-

spect to the two Bills under consideration Is

opposed to the best InteresU of the west.

They are firmlv convinced that it will be

a greiit injury "to that country to saddle It

with a dual system of schools. It may be

tiiat the ideals which a section of the peo-

ple of Ontario wish to attain in respect of

this -luestion are unattaiu.lble. But whe-

ther they be unattainable or not, let us dis-

cuss these things in a reasonable way. Let

us not say that the people of the province

from which I come are seeking to raise a

racial issue. Such is not the case, and I

i!cty any one to bring a tittle of proof to

substantiate any such charge.

Before this Bill was introduced, I had re-

,elved a great many letters, chiefly from my
constituents, with reference to this question,

and also I received a large number after

this Bill was brought down. I have selected

two letters from the bunch in my desk, and

I propose to read one of them and an ex-

tract from the other, and what I do not

read in the other has no reference to the

subject we are discussing. My object in

doing this Is to show what is In the mind

of tlie ordinary voter-uot the ordinary pro-

f..s8..r In a university or college or the

ordinary lawyer or business man, but the

ordinary man on the street ; and I must say

that the greater number of the letters I

have received come from workingraen and

mechanics. The grntlemaii who wrote me
the letter I am about to read, wrote it on

the -JOth February, before the First Minister

introduced his Bill. And I want to say that

I have selected two letters from Orange-

men I think our friends from another pro-

vince uiav have an exaggerated idea what

an Orangeman is. 1 do not know as mucli

about the Orange Order as 1 might hope and

I wish I knew more, but what I do know

about it is nothing but gootl. I do not know

anvthing in regard to them different from

that. This gentleman In writing to me,

says :

The Orange association does not looli upon

Uiis queslion In a spirit of narrow blBOfy

hut takes the broad view that in a country »»«

„«r8 we should endeavour t" a«»'°}"f«„*"«

.llffcrcnl creeds and nationalitlos that make

iiu our population; and In no way do we thinK

this can be accomplished as well aa by a sys-

tem of national public schools.

Xow, I can easily understand that that

view will meet opposition ; 1 can easily

uiiderstaiid that it is dififcieut from tlie view

taken bv manv hou. members of this House,

r.iit I do sav that there is nothing l)igoted,

tlicre is nothing fanatical in it. And it

i.s the opinion which prevails largely in the

province of Ontario. There is nothing in

that oiiinion which can possibly give of-

fence. Now, I wish to read another letter

which was addressed to me. This is dated

10th February, and I would ask hon. mem-
bers to bear in mind In this connection

the fact that the Trime Minister did not in-

troduce this Bill until litst February. This

correspondent says :

As you are doubilt ss aware. It is rum.oured

that It Is the Intention of the government to

Insert a clause In the constitution of the new
province or provinces to be erected in the

Northwest Territories of the Dominion, fe-

, iring those provinces to maintain a system

of Roman Catholic separate schools. Now, I

do not think It can be successfully contro-

verted that the separate schools of this pro-

vince are a hindrance to Its progress; first,

by reason of the inferior educational facili-

ties they offer In comparison with our non-

sectarian public schools; second, by reason of

the distrust toivards each other which they

engender among our citizens; and, last, be-

cause of the additional expense occasioned by

maintaining a dual system. If then, separate

schools have retarded the progress of our own
fair province, how Important it must be that

those new provinces destined to become the

plantlng-out ground of a great empire, should

be permitted to develop into gianthood, un-

shackled by the binding processes which are

dwarfing their sisters, Ontario and Quebec.

A truly national policy for the west would

be to make all creeds and np ionalilies equal

before the law by maintain i; ^ only national

secular schools in vhich only one language

Is taught and only one flag Is recognized.

As, therefore, you were elected to represent

the district of East Toronto in parliament,

and I am an humble elector of that district,

I resppci fully urge you to oppose the enact-

ment of such an Iniquitous clause, even should

you find It necessary to antagonize political

friends by so doing.

I repeat that it may not be possible for

every hon. gentleman In this House or for

some citizens of this country to agree alto-

gether with these sentiments : but I say

that these sentiments are those cherislied by

a large section of the people of Ontario,

people who nre reasonable and sensible, and

from whom lliis agitation comes.

Tlie hon. lueiiiiicr tor North Ontario (Mr.

tJiant) in discussing tliis question the other

night, showed himself to be in an apologetic

frame of mind. He felt called upon to apo-

logize from his i)lace in this House for the

province from wliich lie comes. He apolo-

fiized to his colleagues in this House and

to the people in other parts of the country

especially for the city of Toronto, because

of the position it has taken niioii this ques-

tion. Sir, I have no doubt that the people

of Toronto felt very much relieved after

that hon. geutleiiian (Mr. llraut) had made
Ills apology. The people of that gieat

city, I have no doul)t, were downcast, they

went about with thoir heads down and

feeling very glum. But. after the hon.

gentleman had made his apology on their

belialf tliev would make Up their minds

that the situation was improving and that

they might attend the horse show and enjoy


