4 ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

station at Penetanguishene, which event occurred on the 4th of November,
1828. (“Canadian Archives,” 1808, p. 553.)

Mr. Keating was fort adjutant at the island ; John Smith,* commis-
sariat issuer; Sergeant Santlaw Rawson, barrackmaster, anl William
Solomon, Indian interpreter to the Government. It fell to the lot of
Sergeant Rawson to haul down the British flag. After performing this
somewhat disagreeable duty, he remembers Lieut. Carson handing over
the keys to the U. S. officers, when they shook hands all round in the
most cordial manner. Sergeant Rawson accompanied the troops to
Penetanguishene, and afterwards moved to Oro township, where he died
in 1843 at the age of ninety-six. (These personal reminiscences were
gathered from his son, Wm. Rawson, who was born on Drummond
Island, and who died recently in Coldwater at an advanced age.)

The Government employed the brig Wellington and a schooner named
Haclett (Alice), commanded by the owner, Capt. Hackett, for the pur-
pose of conveying the troops, military stores and Indian supplies to the
new post. The schooner, with its cargo, was wrecked on Fitzwilliam
(Horse) Island, in Lake Huron, on its way down, but the brig reached
its destination in safety.

The voyageurs on the island, some seventy-five families, soon fol-
lowed the garrison, moving to the neighborhood of the new post at
Penetanguishene, the majority during the same and following years. In
the wise provision of a paternal government they were granted, in lieu
of their abandoned homes, liberal allotments of lands on the borders of
Penetanguishene Bay. Here they settled on twenty-ncre and forty-acre
lots, of which they became the original owners and patentees from the
Crown in what are known as the Town and Ordnance Surveys.

These hardy voyageurs or half-breeds are the descendants of French-
Canadians, born principally in Quebee, many of whom were British
soldiers, or came up with the North-West Company, and who married
Indian women, their progeny also becoming British soldiers or aftuches
of the fur company in various capacities. Their fervent loyalty to the
British Government is simple-hearted, genuine, unobtrusive and prac-
tieal. Some of the original eoyageurs belonged to the Voltigeurs and
had seen active service. Some were the proud recipients of medals,
still treasured by their descendants, and gained for bravery at Platts-
burgh and on other historic battlefields, and some earried wounds received
while gallantly upholding British supremacy. They were in the front
of battle during the stirring scenes at Mackinaw, St. Joseph Island, Sault

* A Narrative from the lips of John Smith (recorded by Rev, George Hallen) may be
found in Rev. Dr. Seadding’s ** Toronto of Old,” p. 504.




