
vffi RULES OR CUSTOMS OF ACTING

Remember that Shakespeare is the most
perfect EngUsh. Do not imitate some of
those professors, especially teachers of what
is called Elocution and Expression, if by any
chance they happen to pronounce it in up-to-
date American or cockney British, or teU you
it was conceived in any other brogue, accent, or
pronunciation than the purest of pure English.
There are a few mistakes in Iiis plays, and some
printer's errors, about which volumes have
been written. Study the humanity, the heart,
the English of Shakespeare, as of the Bible—
those two wonderful Books of the same gener-
ation—the one splendidly revised and per-
fected by many scholars, the other produced
in a state of nature and yet almost perfect—
study them, my young friends, inwardly digest
your Bible and outwardly demonstrate your
Shakespeare: you will then start m life pretty
well equipped.


