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tbingi had ooncnrred to raise his character to thfe hiphest pitch,

besides the greatness of the enterprise, and the conduct that had

hitherto appeared In the execution of It. There were several

instances of good-nature and humanity that had made a great

impression on people's minds. I shall confine myself to tw© or three.

Immediately after the battle, as the Prince was riding along the

ground that Cope's army had occupied a few minittcs before, one of

the ofllcers came up to congratulate hitjt. and said, pointing to the

killed, ' Sir, there are your enemies at your feet.' The Prinoe, far

from exulting, expressed a great deal of compassion for his father's

deluded subjects, whom he declared he was heartily sorry to see In

that posture. Next day, vhlle the Prince was at PInkie-house, a

citizen of Edinburgh came to make some representation to Secretary

Murray about the tents that city was ordered to furnish against a

certain day. Murray happened to be otrt of the way, which the

Prince hearing of, called to have the gentleman brought to him,

saying, he would rather dispatch the business, whatever It was,

himself, than have the gentleman wait, which he did, by granting

everything that was asked. So much affability In a yonng prince,

flushed with victory, drew encomiums even from his enemies. But
what gave the people the highest idea of hlin, was the nejjatlve he

gave to a thing that very nearly concerned his interest, and up6n

which the success of his enterprise perhaps depended. It was pro-

posed to send one of the prisoners to London, to demand of that

court a cartel for the exchange of prisoners taken, and to be taken,

during the war, and to intimate that a refusal would be looked upon

as a resolution on their part to give no quarter. It was visible a

cartel would be of great advantage to the Prince's affairs ; his

friends would be more ready to declare for him If they had

nothing to fear but the chance of war in the field ; and If the court of

London refused to settle a cartel, the Prince was authorised to treat

his prisoners in the same manner the Elector of Hanover was deter-

mined to treat such of the Prince's friends as might fall into his hands

:

it was urged that a few examples would compel the court of London

to comply. It was to be presumed that the officers of the English

army would mak^ a point of it. They had never engaged in the

service, but upon such terms as are in use among all cl\ilised nations,

and it could be no stain upon their honour to lay down their com-

missions if these terms were not observed, and that owing to the

obstinacy of their own Prince. Though this scheme was plausible,

and represented as very Important, the Princd could never be

brou^t Into it : it was below him, he said, to make empty threarts,

and lie would never put such as those Into execution ; he would never

in cold blood take away lives which he had saved in heat of action at

the peril of his own. These were not the only proofs of good-nature

the Prince gave about this time. Every day produced something

new of this kind. These things softened the rigour of a military

government, which was only Imputed to the necessity of his affairs,

and which ho endeavoured to make as gentle and easy as possible."

On the whole, if Prince Charles had concluded his life soon after

his miraculous escape, his character in history must have stood very

high. As it was, his station is amongst those, a certain brilliant

portion of whose life forms a remarkable contrast to all which

precedes, and all wliich follows it.


