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be incorporated into the big German trust, and made fabu
lously profitable to the owners by a perfected organization 
and the extirpation of competition. No more Belgium, no 
more Holland, no Switzerland, as little England as possible, 
a pared-down France and a grand, gigantic Germany.

But the English—British—idea seems to be quite dif
ferent.

“We want this war to settle the map of Europe on 
national lines and according to the wishes of the people who 
dwell in the disputed areas.

“After all the blood that is being shed we want a natural 
and harmonious settlement which liberates races, restores 
the integrity of nations, subjugates no one and permits a 
genuine and lasting relief from the waste and tension of 
armaments under which we suffered so long.”

So Winston Churchill, first Lord of the Admiralty, and 
what he says is a proper sentiment for England who cannot 
hope to occupy this world by her unaided force, and has 
need of contented neighbors to work with. Part of the great 
problem will be to devise due possibilities of contentment 
for all the Germans except the military caste, and not even 
that can the Allies shirk. There will be sixty-odd million 
very valuable Germans left when the war is over, and that 
is far too many people to be left with punctured hopes or 
without a satisfying vision of the future. Somehow matters 
must be handled so that in twenty years Germans will say : 
“After all, it was a good war for us. It delivered us from 
militarism and Pan-Germanism and left us free to live and 
work and trade in a world no longer unfriendly.

This war is an enormous process of civilization, and it 
is as a process that we should look at it — a process that 
came inevitably out of the preparations made for it and the 
defects in the world-arrangement that preceded it. We 
ought to feel confident that out of all the killing and destruc
tion that is going on now ideas and considerations and con
cessions will come to birth that will be worth the terrible 
cost and anguish of the accouchement. There is a German 
point of view that, with all its unconscionable terrors and 
brutalities and its dreadful entanglement with militarism 
and the gospel of force and Prussian Junkerism, is not all


