By NICOLE DESJARDINS

Last Thursday at Harbourfront’s
Premiere Dance Theatre one of the
best performances of the season to
date was presented, and from none
other than a hometown company:
the Toronto Dance Theatre (TDT).
The clean style, polished technique
and expressive choreography char-
acterized the recent performance of
this Toronto based modern dance
company. TDT performed five pieces,
crea ted by their four resident choreo-
graphers—Peter Randazzo, Patricia
Beatty, David Earle and Christopher
House. The performances are as
diverse as the number of their cho-
reographers suggests, making for an
exciting and entertaining evening of
dance.

TDT is fortunate to have four cho-
reographers in their company. This
gives dancers and audience alike a
wide variety of styles to sample.
With such an advantage it was sur-
prising to see one of the dancers cast
in four of the five shows. The style
and technique of former York grad-
uate Karen duPlessis, however, can
be seen as ample reason for this deci-
sion.

The five pieces were accompanied
by scores varying from “‘pulsating
electronic’’ by Ann Southam (in
Rewind) to Mozart’s Requiem (in
Sacra Conversazione). Radical Light,
the second piece, performed by Rene
Highway and Karen duPlessis, is a

Dance company finds
strength in diversity

powerful duet, illustrating the
dynamic relationship between a man
and a woman—*‘The Victim” and
“His Courage.” The piece makes
good use of costume and set design
to add to its effect. The primitive
rhythm of the music is matched by
the movements of duPlessis as ““His
Courage,” as she incites “The Vic-
tim” to more action.

Of the four choreographers, only
-Christopher House (another York
dance grad) acutally dances. In his
solo piece Shubert Dances, he exhib-
its his dual abilities. House’s dancing
resembles that of Baryshnikov. A
nonchalant and seemingly effortless
style mixes graceful motion with
great strength to make a geat per-
former in Christopher House.

House also choreographed green
evening, clear and warm which fol-
lowed. This is a humorous piece that
combines gestures and mime to
depict several scenes of courtship
involving four women and three
men. This work falls into the cate-
gory of neo-classicism, which joins
the two extremities of ballet and
modern dance, creating a lyrical
quality.

Sacra Conversazione, the last piece
of the program, choreographed by
David Earle, is by far the strongest,
most powerful performance I have
seen of the Mozart’s Requiem. Last
fall, Montreal’s Eddy Toussaint
Dance Company presented at Roy
Thomson Hall a complete work on

/

Excalibur’s weekly
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at 111 Central Square o
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Style and polish all part of the
Toronto Dance Theatre: Sacra
Conversazione (above) and
green evening, clear and warm
(left) with Karen duPlessis.

the same music with choir and
orchestra. But it did not exceed the
forceful impact that TDT's dancers
exerted on stage, travelling through
space as a group or individually,
reaching up with arms and legs in a
constant fluid motion. The piece was
enhanced by evocative lighting by
Ron Shippe.
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PREPARE FOR EXCITING CAREERS
THROUGH OUR POST DIPLOMA PROGRAMS

Utilize your current training and zero in on a practical career. The following
one-year programs start in September, 1986 at Durham College, Oshawa.

Political Administration — Capitalize on acquired communications or
business skills to qualify for a challenging career providing support ser-
vices to elected officials or as a staff person in a political organization,
union or professional body.

Technical Writing - If you are in an engineering or technical program, and
have an interest in writing and presentation, we can prepare you for a well
paid job as a technical writer in varied areas of manufacturing, business,
and commerce.

Industrial Marketing — Apply the principles of marketing and professional
selling to the industrial and professional marketplace, as a sales or market-
ing representative at the manufacturing, wholesaling, or retail level.

Telecommunications Management — This program will give you elec-
tronics and management skills to become a manager or consultant in the

rapidly expanding field of telecommunications.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CALL THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE
COLLECT (416) 576-0210 EXT. 244 OR WRITE, DURHAM COLLEGE
POST DIPLOMA PROGRAMS, BOX 385, OSHAWA, ON. L1H 7L7
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