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Straight, but not narrow

October 11 is National Coming Out Day

BY J. A. DIKE

Humans against Homophobia is
a working group of the Nova
Scotia Public Interest Research
Group (NSPIRG).

[t has recently started up
again here at Dal and will launch
its anti-homophobia campaign
on October 11 — National Com-
ing Out Day. Have you considered
how you will celebrate this day?
Il you're queer, maybe you'll post
a message on the internet, or
come out to your dog. Lesbian,
Gay and Bisexual people know
what they will do, but hetero-
sexual people can celebrate this
day too.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
once said that racism would con-
tinue not because of bad people,
but because of the silence of
good people. The same holds for
Gay liberation. It is not the big-
ots who are detrimental to Les-
bian, Gay, and Bisexual people,
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they merely have loud voices
(and big mouths, eh Rosanne?).
The time for mere tolerance has
passed. Lesbian, Gay, and Bi-
sexual people are no longer in-
terested in just acceptance, we
want change! So all of you who
are straight, don’t just all sit pas-
sively by, speak out against
homophobia.

In honour of National Coming
Out Day here are some advance
tips on how to react if a Lesbian,
Gay, or Bisexual person comes
out to you:

1. Do not run screaming from
the room. This is rude.

2. If you must back away, do
so slowly and with discretion.

3. Do not assume they are at-
tracted to you.

4. Do not assume they are not
attracted to you.

5. Do not expect them to be
as excited about meeting a het-
erosexual as you may be about
meeting a gay person.

6. Do not immediately start
talking about your opposite sex
partner in order to make it clear
that you are straight.

7. Do not ask them how they
got that way. Instead, ask your-
sell how you got to be the way
you are.

8. Do not assume they are
dying to talk about being Les-
bian, Gay, or Bisexual.

9. Do not expect them to re-
[rain from talking about being
Lesbian, Gay, or Bisexual.

10. Do not trivialize their ex-
perience by assuming it is a bed-
room issue only. They are
Lesbian, Gay. or Bisexual 24
hours a day.

This is just a short list; there
is much more we can all do. If
you're not sure how, but know
you want to put a voice against
homophobia, talk to us and find
out. Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual
people are usually up for discuss-
ing how we can become more
visible. If you're a non-hetero-
sexual and interested in fighting
for your rights or a straight-but-
not-narrow person who wants to
end oppression for all people,
then come out to a meeting of
Humans against Homophobia
and make a difference!

My DEGREE IS A SOURCE OF PRIDE.

MY DIPLOMA FROM ITI IS A SOURCE OF
INCOME.

Will Booth holds a B.Sc. from Acadia University and a diploma from IT|
Will now works for Information Systems Management Corp., an IBM company.

You've got a university degree. But
you know you could be doing so much
more with it than you are right now.
You'd like a challenging, well-paying job
with a future. If this sounds familiar...you
owe it to yourself to look inta ITI.

Halifax's Information Technology
Institute — or ITI - offers a unique 11-
month program that takes university
grads from a broad range of back-
grounds and gives them the information
technology training that today's compa-
nies are looking for.

It's a proven program. Find out more
about it today.

CALL FOR A BROCHURE, OR TO
REGISTER FOR OUR FREE
INFORMATION SEMINAR:

1-800-939-4484

Program includes courses in Novell, UNIX,
Visual Basic, Oracle, PowerBuilder, Object
Oriented Design and Analysis, and much more:

- Information
I l Technology
Institute

YOUR SPRINGBOARD TO
SUCCESS IN THE NEW ECONOMY.
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You turn it on
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Whenever you
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or more.

Introducing the

BRAIN MONEY $5000

Right now you've got money on the brain
‘cause you have so little of it in your
pocket. But that's not suprising when
you consider the cost of tuition‘, books,
rent and that annoyingly persistent physical
That's why Bank

food.

of Montreal created the Brain Money™
$5000* Student Line of Credit. Unlike a

traditional Bank loan, a Line of Credit

of Bank of Montreal

™ Trade mark

" Up to $5,000 per year of undergraduate study to a maximum of $20.000.

Student Line of Credit.

means you can withdraw the money you
need when you need it —up_to $5000 a
year and only pay interest on the

amount used. Find out more. Go to a
Bank of Montreal branch for details,

call 1—800'757"2231 or check

out our web site http://www.bmo.com/

& Bank of Montreal .

IT is POSSIBLE"™

It's the brainy thing
ko' dos




