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EDITORIAL
deal with the issue of housing 
seriously.

Under (he present DSU <onsti- 
tution, there is no quorum for 
electing positions, so the spoilt 
ballots and 'no' votes have little 
effect on the outcome. If 95% of 
the student population inten­
tionally spoiled the ballot or did 
not vote, then the election would 
be decided by a 5% minority, with 
no consideration of the majority's 
views.

What happens if there is only 
one nomination for president? 
The DSU constitution says the 
nominations should be left open 
until some one else does nomi­
nate him or herself. Saint Mary's 
recently elected president Mark 
Bower on a yes no ballot since he 
was the only candidate. SMV's 
student union constitution states 
a candidate needs a 66% 'yes' vote 
of total votes cast. Cleat lv the 'no' 
option is acceptable to SMU sin- 
dent union, whv can't it be to the
DSU?

It is impractical, with present 
DSU constitution, to ensure that 
a position is contested by leaving 
the ballot open longer. First, it 
takes time, and second, there is of 
course still no mechanism to 
demonstrate disapproval of fx»th 
candidates.

Of course, the DSU does believe 
in 'no' campaigns—for referen­
dums. It also believes in quorums 
lot referendums. Surely, these 
democratic procedures should 
also apply to electing positions, 
or does the DSU see two levels of

The choice between 
“yes” and “no”

HAVING A CHOICE IS BASIC 
to democracy.

A choice is not only between 
candidate A and B; there must be­
som e mechanism where the elec­
torate can vote for neither candi­
date. At Dalhousie Student 
Union elections, there is no suc h 
option.

To have a third alternative of 
voting for neither candidate is 
expanding that choice. A neither 
candidate option gives the voter 
the opportunity to show his or

her disapproval of the candidates 
running.

A neither vote is a positive way 
of saying ‘no’ rather than spoil­
ing the ballot or not voting. If 
enough people disapprove of 
both candidates, neither is 
elected.

Suppose the DSU candidates 
for the 1986 election were two 
joke candidates. To a student 
concerned about housing he or 
she does not have an alternative, 
since both would be unlikely to

democracy?
It is about time we said yes to

‘no’.
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1520 Queen St. 
Halifax 
Nova Scotia 
423-4750

V

NEW IN-CANADA Graduationp

WORLD FAMOUSs PortraitsThink young! Have style!

The New York and California 
looks are right here in Halifax. 
You can improve your 
appearance and personality 
through professional hair 
styling, hairpieces, and proper 
skin care.
Our services include 
therapeutic waxing for body 
skin problems and arthritis, 
electrolysis, manicures and 
pedicures.

Think young! Be a trend 
setter!
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Master of 
Photographic

PRICED UNDER »400.00
1a ★ HAMMERED DULCIMERS*?

PRICED UNDER 1350.00«
7:

Arts? ★ LUTHIER'S SUPPLIES*
RICHEST QUALITY BANJO, MANDOLIN AND GUITAR PARTS

8 plus68
§★ FINE VIOLIN BOWS* tax
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SEE YOUR DEALER OR WRITE: ?P

SIX PROOFS TO KEEP

HALIFAX
FOLKLORE
CENTRE
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1International 
Hair Design

422-4648
1856 Market Street in Plaza 1881

1528 Brunswick St 
Halifax. NS B3J 2G2 
(Just Off Spring Garden Rd ) 
1902) 423-7946 982 Barrington Street

423-7089 422-3946
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March 4—9 
Cricklewood
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March 11—16 
Miller’s Jug
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V/ /Corner of Spring Garden Road and 
South Park Street. >*£899^1 
Halifax. Nova Scotia
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