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by DAVID A, WILSON
The Trip-it’s something new,

it’s an established part
of the Halifax scene,

First, what is a light room?
Basically its a place with color-
ed lights projected on a wall,
producing a psvchedelic sensa-
tion for the viewer., When com=-
bined with musie of the type known
as acid-rock and Chicago blues,
it transports the subject into a
world where reality is lost and
the unreal becomesthe rule. This
the Trip does and does it well.

The owners of the Trip are
Doug Kennedy, a young folk=-
singer from Australia, and Ed
Sampson, a local Halifax college
student, Doug, who is the origin-
ator of most of the ideas,
arrived in Halifax in the middle
of the summer and saw the need
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for something new in this city.
He was later joined by Ed, who
with his knowledge gained in the
coffeehouse field, has made the
Trip a financial success, To=-
gether, they have given Halifax
what it long needed a place where
voung people can go and be them=
selves.

Admittedly, many of the cus-
tomers come because they are
curious, They have all read and
heard of psychedelic drugs and
the people who take them, THE
HIPPIES, and they want to see
them for themselves,

And from the start The Trip
has attracted most of the social
rebels in Halifax, because they
can go there and feel that they
are in a place where people will
not judge them because of their
appearance. They go to the Trip
to sit with their friends, to rap
to each other, and to be stared
at.

As yet Doug and Ed are re=-
lying on tape=recorded music
to back up their light show, How=
ever in the future theyare hoping
to bring in live groups of the
calibre of the Jefferson Airplane
and the Grateful Dead. It was to
this end that Ed Sampson went
to New York the first weekend
in September to find groups there
that would be willing to come to
Halifax, He talked to members
of The Blues Project, but they
are booked up for months to come
and could not give him a definite
date., His next choice was The
Mothers of Invention and here
he had better luck, Over a coffee
Frank Zappa, leader of The
Mothers, said he was definitely
interested in playing at The Trip,
At this point, no date has been
set as The Mothers are in
England., but upon their return
expect them here., The Mothers
are coming!

The question many people ask
when they see the light show is
“is this what an acid trip is
like?* The question is not an
easy one to answer. Certainly,
it must seem like one to the un-
initiated, for the combination of
sound and light produces a frenzy
in the mind which is hard to con-

By DONNA WHITMAN

“It’s a slob’s hang-out’?, ‘It
grooves,” “It’saplace for people
who want to enjoythe way out
things?’. Such are the comments
of patrons of Halifax’s latest ad=-
dition to the (coffee house)eir-
cuit. But this is a coffee house
with a difference: the difference
is that this is the Halifax hippie
meeting hall and the entertain-
ment and decor is far from that
of the traditional coffee house,

How do you find this establish=
ment? It’s on Blower?’s Street be=
tween Grafton and Argyle and is
set apart by a very large, very
gaudy and thoroughly psvehedelic
sign which proclaims the name,
When you enter youare confront=
ed by purple walls, one of which
displays a flashing green excla-
mation point and other flashing
black shapes which eannot be de=
scribed as anything but blobs.

As for entertainment thereisa
screen on one wall on which is
projected in very quick succes-
sion pictures such as Montreal
by night, love makers and naked
women. The music to watch this
by is mostly provided by tapes of
psychedelic musie played by well
known and not-so-well=knownar-
tists, Occasionally a band will be
hired but only under the condition
that they are versed in the intri=-
cacies of microphone feedback
and amplifier control manoeu-
vering. If anyone feels like it
there is a small area cleared

trol. To one who has been through
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the experience involving psy-
chedelics, however, it is nothing
like a real trip, If anything, it has
too much sound and light,

Much more could be written
concerning the fascination decor
and the culinary delights of the
kitchen, but they would only be
window dressing. These things
are incidental to The Trip, for it
is the people who go there who
make it what it is. Visit it your-
self, Be one of the people who
in the lyrics of a popular song,
“turn off your mind, relax, and
flow downstream,?:
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Unless youget there quite early
you will most likely miss the
scene because ‘‘the trip’?usually
is packed shortly after its open- |
ing which seems to testify that it
has so far been a booming
success; but then how many
people does it take to crowd
a place of those dimensions,
And when you leave please use
the entrance and don’t try the
door that says exit because that
will only lead you to the display
window of an adjoining dry clean=
ing establishment,

Exactly what type of peopleare
frequent patronizers of the
“Trip?”. Many of the people seen
crowding in every Saturday night
dare curious because so much has
been heard about the *“Trip*? but
there are a number who come
back every week or fairly fre=
quently because it isa fulfillment
of their hippie urzes, These are
generally after a very shorttime
too into the land of carefree
visions to care much about decor
or entertainment, Most are also
followers of the psychedelic
movement which has been
spreading elsewhere for quite
some time but hasonly recently
hit Halifax, These are the patrons
who say “lt’s weird” ‘facid
forever” and associated mottos.
They consider the “Trip’? a su-
perior establishment where only
those who have reached the
heights of hippidom can find the
fulfillment that is offered,
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