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Lover needs more passion

The Lover
Nexus Theatre
though April 8

review by Teresa Pires
,, s your lover coming today?”
Richard asks his wife Sarah as
Ihe gets ready for a day at the
office. "Will he be staying long?”
he continues. '
Richard (John B. Lowe) and Sarah
(Julic Bond) have a bizarre, albeit con-
venient arrangement in their marriage:
Richard spends his afternoons with his
whore, “a quick cup of cocoa,” while Julie
entertains her lover at tea time (to be
specific, she entertains him under the tea
table) in her husband’s home.

Although they do not agree on who was
the first to be unfaithful, both Richard and
Sarah initially took their respective lovers
4n an attempt to enliven their passionless,
drab marriage. :

“Things are beautifully balanced.” ex-
plains Julic, as she and Richard coldly
discuss each other’s lovers with what they
call “objective curiosity.” Richard explains
that the whore functions simply as somcone
who either pleases or displeases; for dignity
and sensibility he has his marriage.

Yet things are not beautifully balanced;
Sarah’s lover finally feels guilty after
making love to another man’s wife for

years and Richard is dissatisfied with his

whore because she is too bony. As their
arrangement crumbles, Sarah and Richard
attempt to remain reserved and detached
but the hostility that both feel threatens to
overcome the couple.

At times humourous, at times tense, and
at all times fascinating, The Lover has the
potential to be a highly successful pro-
duction. But something just doesn’t work.
The problem lies (no pun intended) with
Julie Bond and John B. Lowe, although
there is little to fault in their insightful
portrayals of Sarah and Richard. However,
there is a problem in their relationship to
each other — there are no fireworks
between the couple. Of course, that is
appropriate when they are playing the
reserved, unconcerned couple but when
they are in the midst of a potentially
sensuous scene, more is expected. Yet,
there is nothing. Sure, the words are there,

the action is there but the feeling and the

intensity are unfortunately missing (with
one qualification: Lowe’s delivery of the
last line in the play was likc a physical
blow. hitting the audience).

What -does work marvelously is the
score by composer David Rimmer. The
mysterious, chilling notes are more pro-
voking than the sexual exploits that they
are supposed to complement. Also note-
worthy is the eerie effect of the illuminated
aquarium on the darkened sct. Both the
music and the lighting create a tension that
enhances much of the action in the play.

Grant and Lloyd return next Tues-
day with their last excellent adven-
ture of the year and the answers to

last week’s quiz.

Study at Oxford
A holiday with a difference

Experience the rich academic, cultural, and historical environment
at Oxford while you study for university credit.

From July 4 to 21, Athabasca University and Blyth & Company are
offering two, 3-credit university courses at Magdalen College,
Oxford University, England:

Modern British Drama (ENGL 332)
examines the revival of British drama since the 1950s.

Introduction to the Renaissance (HIST 300)
reveals the story of western civilization from the High Middle Ages
to the Renaissance.

Seminars are complemented by planned visits and excursions
related to the courses, but there is ample free time to explore on

your own.
Cost
Accommodation, meals, excursions, theatre tickets $1,795
Airfare (approximate, from Edmonton)  $900

Admission fee for new AU students $25
Course fee

Departs July 2, returns July 22
The deadline for applications is Friday, April 28.

For more information or to request an application form, call (403) 675-6210, or write
Anne Nothof, Athabasca University, Box 10,000, Athabasca, Alberta TOG 2RO
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A Unique Opportunity to Meet the Challenges of Your Future

$180

Colin Northcott

Julie Bond and John B. Lowe in Nexus Theatre’s production of The Lover: their passion

belongs to their extramarital lovers.

Your University Convenience Store at Lister Hall

Home of the Wild Pizza

The Galley Grill

The Sub Shop

The Ship Bar

Full Line Convenience Store
Stationary for all needs

Congratulation - The Marina Grand Opening Winner

KELLY SHORTT, the winner Vof a Trip for Two to Vancouver, including Air
Fare, Hotel Accommodation and $100.00 spending money.

Presented by David Bruch, Director of Housing and Food Services.
Sponsored by: SPORTS TOURS and HOUSING AND FOOD SERVICES.



