
Diaâng bas taken more shan afew risks
in bis ciiticistn of the Catholic thruch as
Educator in '>Sister Mary lghatius.>' The
presumptuousness suggésied by the title is
the defining element throughout the play.
Sister Mary, oér, the institution of the
CathoIlc Chruch, can "explain it iii to you»
in simple> sraightforwýard, unquestionable

Heen, Heul, Purgatoryl>' proclaîrns
Sister Mary, is life atter deâth in a nutsheil,
and no further explariation need be given.

There used t6 be, Limbo for children who
diça before.-they. knew the. difference

betwèen good and evil, but sm er g
thé Second ,Vatican: Council decided that
Limfbo didn't exist.)

Such Is the manner of Sister Marys
lectu re on lite and death, and Tom Wood is
bruilant in giving us the charaçter of the
unabashed, outspoken nun with the un-
questionabie- authority of, the Catholic
Church behind her. Her faith and ber
church are nonproblernatic; any and ail
controversies are resolved by "the in-
fallibiè office of the Pope.".
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Sister Mar y% lfe's Work has been té
teach, or ratiier drill, her dociiiner lnt<
'young, persiuasive, wireasoninig cilrdrin'
some of wbomt, during his lecture, ri&turn

*to conf ront boa- wltK' edl§coveiy that her
rules for.ffe do nc$t apply outstde the
conventt. ln response to herquery of the,
school gradé of ~the Érown-up pupil lte
retort comes back quick and sharp, "Imn in
lfe 1

The play has somewhat of a hurdie to
confrônîi this moment of transition f rom
a farcical satire to tense é motional 'drama,
yet Sister Mâry cardles it th'rough with her.
ingrained nalvete towarçls the outside-
world and-her unflinchiig confidence in
the appiicability of the Catholic Church

*doctrine.
Durang does flot attack the fundamen-

tais of the Christian religion- ratiier, he
points out some very t,)ù ysubects
Whiere we sèe Sister Mary herseif afraid to
tread.

Ve t aithough we may corne away*
questionnng some lorigheld tradtitions and
bel ief s, we also corne awaywith teàrs in otry
eyes frorn laughter. Durang's humour is
vicious, powerful , and extremeiy clever.

-, o od s d a;ý tiz ti o of th is h u m o u r

so entertaining.
Wood is backed up by a strong support

cast. After having been very impressed with
Bill Davidson 'andRobert MoreUi in the
Fringe Theatre's production of '<Ail Men
Are Whores" and "The Sermon" (for which
performances Robert Morelli won the

* Fringe'sBestActorAward), Iwasexcit-d to
see themn again as permanent members of
the Phoenix Theatre's acting' staff. janis
Nickieson and Shelley rvine were- also
impressive in, their varïoui rotes
1hroughout the two piays.

"The Actor's Nightmare» is an effec-
tiveopenertoSisterMary's lecture. Itisfun,
sharp with Durang's brilliant humçur -and
has a W6ody Allen flavour in its paranoiac
theme. It is an accountant's dream of be!ng
thrust ona centre stage with no Unes and
no idea, of the. play, His, panic-stricken
coofesso' dott rememiber bei ng tp a,
sIIingle oh arsal" he st4ê-(soiobshakl
for the entrance of the Ibst and confused,
disciples of Sister Mary later on.,

The plays are a must for ail. who enjoy
the laughter, as weil as the-haîýsh criticism
provoked by satiric theatre. If this perfor-
mance is indicative of the season to follow>
Edmonton theatre-goers cannot applaud
enough the efforts of the Phoenix Theatre.


