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your money..
Students' council eorly Tuesday

morning gave approval to a budget
with o deficit of $ 10,980.

The opproval climoxed more thon
four hours of debate, confusion,
pleoding, and philosophizing.

They could have spent four more
hours becouse mony councillors
didn't do their homework, and ob-
viously d&dn't have o dlue about
what they were supposed ta be do-
i ng.

But, this is nothing new; o $10,
980 deficit is.

While if. may oppeor thot every-
thing is going to work out alright
when the deficit is weighed ogoinst
fost year's $26,000 surplus, it is
important ta look into the reosons
for o deficit budget and the im-
plications of if..

Neorly ail of the deficit con be
ottributed ta the $10,000 bill for
the physicol move into the new stu-
dents' union building. Fortunotely
for everyone concerned, this is on
expense which will not be recur-
ring.

1 . Is it not evidenit that the
time has came for o complete re-
evaluotion of the position of the
Evergreen and Gold? Is it passible
'o continue justifying the expendi-
ture of $44,850 on the yearbook?
Perhops if. s time the yeorbaok was
put on a voluntory basis; perhaps
it's time thought was given ta pro-
ducing twa books, bath can o voluni
tory basis, serving different needs.
Primorily, it's time the students
were consulted as ta whot they wanf.
in the woy of o yearbook.

2. Con on expenditure of $6,
180 and a revenue of zilch for U
of A Student Radia be justified.
The executive of Radio has indi-
cated if. is reody and willing ta sell
air time ta commercial odvertisers
in order ta offset their large capital
expenditure. But, council soys no.
We maintain the selling of odver-
tising time on Radio would aperote
on exactly the same philosophy as
selling advertising space in The
Gateway or the telephone directory.

And sa, disregarding the new
building for the moment (with apo-
logies to its ardent fans) the bud-
get shopes up Os pretty well a
breok-even operation.

Bosicolly we agree with Mr.
Ponting that the budget is good; no
club has hod its programn cut ex-
tensively, and provision has been
mode for the utilization of new fa-
cilities.

In other words, the maximum
number of people were satisfied.

But, as occurs every yeor when
the motter of the students' union
budget arises, o few old-hat prob-
lems were brought to t-he fore.

Problems such os: do we wont ta
discouroge professionalism in stu-
dent government? do we need a
literary magazine? why con't some
clubs raise their own revenue?

0f course, no concrete answers
were offered this year; there are no
concrete answers.

To the annual set of constant
questions, we present a f ew parti-
culor questions and suggestions
arising out of this yeor's budget.

. . . is Al spent
And, council has welcomed with
open arms the $25,000 which The
Gatewoy has added ta the revenue
side of the budget through its ad-
vertising pragram.

I. Is there not some way that
the f ive groups which list speakers
os an expenditure could get ta-
gether and enjoy the same speak-
ers? This could very effecf.ively cut
the more thon $4,000 expenditure
for speakers toao more reasonable
figure. Alsa, we mointain admis-
sion could be charged ta some of
these meetings for which speakers
are imported 0f. greot cost ta the
students' union.

Needless ta say, there are many
more questions and many mare
suggestions. If. is impassible ta
outline them ail in detoil.

We con only hope that some
thought might be encouraged sa
thot aur budgets in the future will
be gaod, nat because they satisfy
everybady, but because they are
realisf.ic.

This is a column fuît of words.
About a place full of words-cam-

pus-fuît of word-fi lied peope-us.
We walk inita classes and get shot

fuit of words ond numbers, some of
them aur awn and some of them the
prof's-but do they mean anything?

t dawned on me todoy that we
are being subiected ta fraud.

Someone is selling these words as
the gilt-edged peak of Education.
But they are not; they are nat even
the beginnings of the mountain.

Like f'rinstance. There's a lot of
books around here which talk about
people dying. Philascphy bocks
about the life of the sout, myth-
oiogy books about the rîvers you
cross ta get ta the Etysion Fields,
medicai books about what happens
physcaly-reod them ait.

But you aren't educated until a
coffin, fuli nat of words but af came-
one yau love, heads inta the bote
and yau are there watching. Maybe
you aren't educated about death until
yau die.

We don't get that here-ond l'm
glad-but it means the university
cant be the final education. It hos
ta be the bigest kindergorten of
them attl.

F'rinstonce agaîn: aver the hum
of the oîr-conditioning (wbêch was
humming onty because the ianitor in
the basement cared), My prof once
saîd wsely, "Euriphides tooked on love

as a catastrophe; Ovid, as a method.
Ha. "

Halfwoy through my mental "bril-
liant, brilliant", 1 pulled ta a hait.
t dîdn't mean onythîng.

t dîdn't mean anything becouse 1
dîdn't, and still don't, know what
that word "love" represents.

Even The Goteway is full of words,
at fîmes. F'rinstance Ill: recently
the atdest Prof on Campus gave up
his titte by dying. the odmin flog
feit a littie, but most word-filted

people didn't know why. The Gate-
way had sent a reporter ta tatk ta
the mon and gorner his wisdom a
few days previously. Great feature
dea-the Oldest Prof on Campus
speaks, and everything.

Then he died. Rats.
But oheli. The Gateway had in-

tervîewed the second-Oldest Prof on
Campus, just in case. We stili had
the feature.

Occasionally, reatity around here
s recognized as such when it hap-
pens. And when it happens, it s
surprising. Becouse it means sa
much more thon words.

F'rinstance IV: it was the Il a.m.
mixing of people-paint on the quod
today, and a girl broke away from
the crowd onta the grass. A boy
broke away behînd ber, ran, caught
ber and kîssed ber.

After the sweetened castor oil
of words, words, words poured out a
few minutes before in the buildings
araund them and tbe crowd, it was
reai. And it burt, somehow.

Words con't hurt like experience
can, con't teach like experience does.
AIl the words of the Vietnam cru-
saders about napaimed babies couid
nat mnake me cry, now, no matter
how mucb they hoitered "deform-

ed"or "agony!" or "dehumanized!"
1 might act, yes, for reason's sake,
since reasan is word-filted and an
onswer ta words like that.

But cry, no. 1 have no right, nar
do the crusaders, ta cry. Ail we have
s words. No ane but the napatmed

baby or bis mother has the right ta
cry, becouse they have the justîfying
experience.

University cannot finish educating
us. it usualiy does not even begin.
Whot it does 5s jam words inta us,
hoping thot tater reat living witt ex-
tract thase words and flii the cavities
wîth true knowtedge.

Woutd you believe false teeth be-
fore the reat ones?

eldine verbicky

the word
has four letters
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