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campaign. Sureiy the income of the year will be
greatly increased, after havng. the needs of the work
so fuily and ably set forth.

AT IBATTLE RIVER.

BY E. B. GLASS.

0 UR Indians are encouraged to hiteh off to the
Jplains after seeding. Shortly after xny arrivai

from Conference in June, thec news spread through the
camps on the reserve that Joshua, one of the best
hunters, had arrived with a genuine buffalo. A small
herd had crossed the boundary, been scattered in the
clisse, and this solitary one became the trophy of our
hero. The dounesticated tiger turns savage at the
Vaste of biood. The morbid temperameut of the
Indian was trausformed to blood-beat at Joshua 5
recital of the clisse. Give u.4 buffalo north of forty-
nine, suad we wlll have V o deveiop into nomadie
teachers aud missionaries.

A good signjust uow is that many substantjal
Indian dwellings are going up. If shingled roofs are
put on, these bouses wiil be inhabited'in 8ummer snd
In winter, and roving habits wili be checked ini great
part, white scliools wili be better attended.

Yesterday an Indian called at the mission aud madle
the foilewing ingenieus speech: " Eventual]y yen, wili
have a go od foilowing here; I like to see your work
go.on, se 1 wish to build mue a larger bouse to live in,
and te hold the weekly prayer-meeting iii. Now I
think 1 shall begin right away, îf yow can fri'1
ww wîtk tea'" Re is, like many others, s student of
human nature, as weii as a promising native citizeni,

Two weeks ago I preached against the proposed
"Sun-dance " that was Vo bc instituted on the next

reserve north. 1 endeavored to make application of
Paui's teaching on eating nicat sacrificed tu idoks At
the close 1 asked the meni to remain iii. One old man
ssid: " We who may attend the dance wili oniy look
on; the responsibility of the dance is with the men
who originated it. If yon shlow us, we wiii continue
to attend church alter the dance, but I know haif the
white men don't believe in religion, for tbey teacli us
te swear, a practice we do noV know amongst our-
selvesq." Another apoiogist deciared there was te be
noecutting of the fiesh, but onily a praying to th'le Great
Spirit for the chuldreu. When asked if hie understood
that Great Spirit to be the saine as the God of the
Bible, lie replied that hoe se understood it.

Last autumn, wlien away from home, a message was
sent me te the mission that a child, four miles away,
wuas8upposed to be beyond recovery. I reached homne
at night, but immediately made ready te obey the
summons. lUpon entering» tle Vet I was surpriseci te
find a leading Indian, naked, painted white, and

plumed about the head, in company with five or six
select men, sitting iii a cirele. Their beathen ceremony
was just over. Having given up bopes of my arrivai
that niglit, tbey worsbippcd the Great Spirit in the
oid wonted way. After a hyniu, s talk and prayer,
I rode some distance borneward with one of these
worshippers, Veliîng lit I was snrprised Vo catch sncb
men at heatben cereinonies. He explained that àt was
uothing marvellous; they lied perforined, but that
medicine was adinistered, a cercmouy of prayer fol-
iowed, snd that Vhey ail thought it a proper thing Vo
do.

I shail noV undertake Vo theorize or expiain these
beliefs ail] away, but merely state that mny of ur
Indians here niaintain that this refined heathenism is
not inconsistent with the Gospel and Christian pro-
fession.

Wii our missionarîes in other Indian fields tell ns
their experience with heathcýnisn?' More anon,

LIGHT ON TRlE PRAIR1PIES.

BY REV. JOUS M'LEÂ-,N.

WESTWARD advances; the tide of immigration,
YVcsrrying the flowers and -the tilth of our easten

provinces sud the Old World. Over the fertile filds
of Manitoba, the boundlless prairies of agricultural sud
minerai wealtli, the mnassive ranges of mounitains, Vo
tlie shores of the mibyPacifie, fretsand foreigners
are speeding their way, snd we are destined Vo foliow
theni with churcies andl schoois, to niake them a united
people in our glorious Dominion, Who shall guide us
but the great Master of Life, in whose bauds are Vie
destinies of nations and men ? God has gîven Vo us a
biessed lieritage ini that western country, with its vast
areas of excellent land. Theure îi Manitoba, witli one
hundred sud twenty-tive thonssnd square miles; Assini-
bois, with ninety-five tbousand square miles; Sas-
katchewan, with one, hundred and fourteen tbousaud
square miles; Alberta, witb eue hundred tlionsand
square miles, sud away in the north, Keewatin sud
Athabasca, with their vast areas of land, well adspted
to supply the wants of tens of Vbousands of people.
Tiriving agricuitursi settiernents sud prosperous vil-
lages are scattered ever te provisional district., of
Assinibois, Saskatchewan sud Albcrta,and Manitoba as
is already teemiug witb mauy thoussnds of wealthy
settiers. Nearly the wboie of Alberta us underlaid witb
s thick bed of ceai of excellent quality. It crops eut of
the banks of severai rivers, five aud six feet ini thick-
ness. Over nearly ail of this provisionai district the
soil is rich; the creps for the past tbree yearsi bave been
wonderfully abundant, sud the people are conteuted
sud happy, save in their desire for iucreased raiiroad
facilities, In the Macleod district of Alberta, the


