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The Spoils System*
Ey PRESIDENUT BUTILER of Colotabla University'

M UCH of the disinclination to enag n active
political life that is notiçeablc amnong a portion
of our people is to bc traceil, 1 beýlieve, ta the

evil ýeflects upon political standards aud mnethods that
flow froni the debasîng and degrading svstem of treating
public offices as a reward for partisan acýtiv\-i ty, that bas
gained so strong a hold in the United States. The spoils
system is abso]utely undemocratic and itteýrly unworthy
of toleration by an intelligent people. Suppose that it
ruled the sehools, as it rides so many other departments
of public administration :then we should expect to sec
the election of a mayor in Boston, Chicago, New Orleans
or San Francisco, followed by hundreds of changes
among the public-school teachers, made solely for politi-
cal reasons. How long would that be permitted to go
on without a protest that would be heard and heeded
from, Maine to Texas ? Vet why should we, as good
citizens, be more tolerant of such abuses in other depart-
ments of the governent ?

Patriotic men have noted with gratification the pro-
gress that is maing toward the elimnination of this evil.
A tIeterniined band have kept the issue before the public
for nearly a generation, and now they have the satisfac-

tio of eig the greater portion of the national service
wrested fro the defiling hand of the spoils hunter. ln
the state of New 'Vork the people themselves put into
their present constitution an emphatic declaration on the
subject. The full efleet of this declaration, splendidly up-
held and broadly, interpreted by the courts, is just be-

gi'nning to dawn upon the foes of a reformed and ef-
fent public service. From this advance of sound senti-

ment and honest policy we mnay take every encourage-
ment, But much remnains to be done. Public sentiment
must be first interested, then educated.

Efficient public service is a mark of civilisation. To
turn over the care of great publie undertakings to the
self-seeldng camp-followers of some political. potentate,
is barbarie. Teachers are the first to insist that in-
competent and untraimed persons shai flot be allowed in

*From "True and FaIse Democracy." (Macmillan).

the service of the schools. Whyv, then, shoiild they
tuicrate the siglit of a house-paintcr, instcaid of an en-
gineer, suipervisîng the' streets and roadways of a city
of a huindred thousand inhlalbitants,, or that oi an il-
literate hangcr on of a p)drty boss i>resi<ling over the
pulic wards iagreat nietropolis ? These instances,
drawn at rno rom recent polîtical listory, are
typical of coniditions that wiIl bç found widely difltîsexl
throughout our public service. These conditions exiRt
hecause of hati eitizenshiip, low idents of publie service,
and wretchedly inadequate moral vision. They will not
he remedied until cach ance of us assumes his share of the
task.

Mr. McBri de's Views
HON. RICHARID McBRIDE, the Premier of British
laColumbia, was in Montreal on Saturday last on

his way home from sitting upon the steps of the
Throne. Hie was welcomed back by the Lafontaine Club,
a Conservative organisation in the Mountain, City. r11
his reply to the address he made some unusual re-
marks which are wortby of special attention.

11He pointed out that anything wrong in a provincial
administration refiected upon the general credit of Can-
ada, which is a Tact well worth insisting upon. There
are one or two provincial administratorsý who have ap-
parently overlooked this feature, of provincial life. lHe
believed n fairness in political fights and instanced that
he had gîven the Opposition in bis province seven weeks'
notice of an election, as compared with two weeks given
lin some other provinces. H1e believed that a keen and
vigorous opposition was a necessity under the party
systen. Further, Mr. MeBride emphasised the necessity
for mutual sympathy between the West and the East. A
united Canada could only be based on the fullest know-
ledge and the most perfect accord on ail great principles.

Finally, Mr. McBride made a plea for provincial
autonomy or provincial rights. If the Dominion is to be
strong and nited, the nuits must be strong ini their
own strength and each must be untraimelled in its do-
mestic aiffairs.


