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Prison Reform

In Manila, Philippine Islands, there is a
gret -prison-in whicb are confined alniést
two-thirds- of; the. prison population: In
190)4 a penal colony was opened on I wahig.
with forty-two men from the,.'central,
prison.. This number was speèdily in-
creased to one tbousand "coibtistsp."-
Mark the word I Among those who have
left the colony at the expiration of their
sentence, or wbo have been pardoned, not
a sinle individual bas reverted to a if e
of crime. This is remarkable when it is
rememibered that the "coylonists" were of the
lhardened -criminal1 class-murderers, rob-
bers, and the like.

The colony was started with the purpose
of giiing the prisiôners a chance to make
good. I *a ethathe principles of
self-ôrmen: ad. self -su port would be
as efféctije in i-çbuiiding'tht ives of crim-
inals as .theyý werc ,in.ýbuildine the lives of

yongpeople - in' the .George Junior
epub1ics.
.The cololy.,bas, more than 100,000 acres.'

It is an island-rom:,-which it is practicaýlly
impossible -to escýpe; but even if: tlere wère
opportunity. to. get' ' àçay- few f the colo-
nists would take advantage ý,pf'it. T hey
find it more profitabe to, rçinain,i for they.
can pass from grade to grade in the service,
and even the worst of them is-able to look
for -uWmate païr46on ànd freedom as the re-
sui't- of consistent gond behavior. On ar-
rivai at the colony the workers are at first
re$tricted to the barracks zone. On show-
imàg. power to reform they may be renioved
t4 he home zone-fn which they live in.

small bouses along *with. their families.
LIÀter on they may get into the free zone,
4~ere they live on their independent small
f 4'Ts-which they wurk on shares with the
0. mnmnt From the beginning, eacb
"tWlonist" works but a part of the day for
the' government. The rest of the time he
cant give to eaning money for bis family,
orfor use aftèr his liberation. Ail the
oficers but nine are "colonists." The
executive -council is elective, and the
punishments meted out to offenders, tbou.gh
severe, are just. The chief of police for a
time was a murderer. Having by good
conduct merited a pardon hie retumned to bis
native town and r eorganized the police
fore . The success of the colony as a
nîoneynîaking proposition has not yet been
assured, but it surécly has been a maker of
nen-and that is the important thing. The
ordinary prison-the prison of Western.
Canýda--cuts a man off from ail opportu-
nity for self-development just at the time
when bis only hope lies in such develop-
nient. The ordinary prison is a huge fail-
ure. It is constantly sending forth men
who are a menace to society. Should we
flot unite in urging such prison reformn as
wilI make it easy for fallen men to hecorne
once more useful members of society?

Western Growth
Aýt times we all grow discouraged. We

hear the words depression and stringency
unitil we begin to believ 'e there is nothing
but bue ruin ahead. It is like taking
a toflic to read a littie table of Western pro-
dluctions in 1913. Here it is:

Xheat ................. $94,M06.000
Oàts .................... 14,500l,000
Barley ................... 6,000,000,
Ilax .................... 1,«0,000
Cattie, Hogs and Sheep. 24,000,000
Potatoes, Hay and Rots 13,500,000
*Dairy Products........... 5,000,000l

Total Farm Products.. $168,000,00

A parallel ilWistration of growth- is the
case of., the-.greatest locà.l Lfe- Assurance

C. The- Grtat 'West had'over -thirteen
n1illi9p.n more hùgurance than iff 1912, and
the income was . in creised by over two mil-
lion dbdlars. -

These igures show ;that-ip.spite of occa-
sional .hardshiip' caused by indiscretion pro-
gress -has-. been. abundantly evident. The
West is al.right.

,Growth ' o! Sentiment
A political plàtfodin fias at least one

value. It crystallizes" public,. sentiment.
Evidently one of the ý parties. in Western
Canada believes the people are in favor of
the rçferendum, wonian suffrage,.the aboli-
tion of the retail sale;of Iliquor. That. is
stirely a great advance on the :beliefs* of
twenty.years . go. It seems also that al
parties in -the *West..are in1 favor of free agriý-
cultural implent s, and . ower dùties gen-
erally for farmers. -' Whpn, pèo le, are ony
bolci enough and .pâtriotic' nough -to exress
their honest -con'victio#is the. p.1iticians. are
sure to get into Une.; Althciugh -. tht-voitce
of"'t1i-e farmers bas nýt been loud , inough
to'reach 0Ottawà,-,afteireds" ti'«ihýee
will be a. scurrytogrnt,all just demnands..

* The New E-ducation
Nothing that bas appeared«;recently is

more illuminating than. the report of -the
Royal Commission o n Industriel Educa-
tion. Dr. Robertson, the chalrman, bas
just paid a visit to Western Canada, and
his addresses in Winnipeg, Moose Jaw and
Lethbridge have aroused geýneral interest
and enthusiasm. Evidently the, secondary
school must changer"its methods« and its at-
titude if it is to acco mplish the high purpose
for. which it was intended. There are
387,000 Canadian children between- 14 and
18 who should bci school,, and if the
sehools were offering -the bill of fate, they
should, et least, 200,000 of these cbjidren
would bc attending classes.' To transformf
the secondary schools into institutions
which will provide vocations.l, as weîl.as
cultural education will require. an immense
outlayof money, and the discovery -and cm-
ployment of an army of instructors, not now
in sigbt, because there has been no demand
for- them. If the recommendation of the
commission, that the Federal government
give to the provinces $3,000,000 -a year for
the purposes of vocational education, be
carried into effect, the financial difficùlties
will -be overcome. Time will provide the
instructors. Winnipeg bas s'hown-what is
possible in a few years. Courses are now
given in domestic science, needlework,
dressmaking, home economics, drawing
(mechanical, freehand; architectural), iron
work, wood work, painting, printing
and half-a-dozen other lines-and this
is but the the bcginning. The even-
ing classes alone provide. instruction.-t0
1,500 people. If Canada is to hold its -place
with Denmark, Finland, P ussa. France,
England, or, indeed, with any of the
modern civilized nations it must -wake *up.
W\e are hopelessly bçhind in the matter-of
education. -We must not only protect our-
selves aga inst illiteracy, but mnust make cer-
tain that our young, people possess intelli-'
gence, practic,%l ability and co-operative
power. It is camparativëly k people
who attend a un'ivrsity, but there are
thousands .who would attend seconddary
schools if the right bill of fare were pro-
vided. The following from a contem-
porary magazine, discussing the place of thec
agricultural. -college (which is but one de-
partment of 1the :ùiiversity) secms to meet
the situation -pjtt'y accurately:..

*Agricultural cofleges, such as exist to.
day in Gu1e-pb -Ont.; Winnipeg, Man., and
Saskatoon,..Sask» ifail -to eduçate the'farm-
ers, of . the -province. These colleges pro-.
duce, experts, who may help >tg educate the'
farmers, but the collegesthempelves do not,
In the very. nature of the casé they shO4:l4-
not be expected to do it.'-

Taàke Ontario, for example, where there
are; 175,000 .farmcrs.* Not more thon fivéi
per cent. of: theri ever had or ever wRll have,

chance toatndteoùe a- icultuff l-
lege in the provincé. The 'othur 16$,C0
farmers must get thefr fàrminjg"edc', o
elsewhere, or go wÏihouit.'

The agriculturar colege -is.'useul, .but it.
does not pi-oduceqn educational- generation,'
of farmers. '1epeopl faypo1ewo
think it will -are.- doorhed,:to t>e 4i".&"lt-1,11
ment which.has -cornéeto 'theppI* n
tario. PWéfs-Oý: R«obertssrna, oi t hisî
absolutely lèrinbS orejt o is*sti1j

*What, then ismore. necésoart't
culturall-Ilegs? Te t wrw ip~
An uivers sa' fine hsio,.4*y

province h shp4- have oi*., but.-the rfeat
oýajoity bayt,,aâd girl e hf i

at a Ii schbl.,t tip
there should-',be' url igh'schoole 'Wfp
boys aànd girls. la nnOntarlo , àÏ eatvL Ut
the present 'high 'schools, and 'cç>l 1qw
stitutes sbould 'be -turned into r m4~
schools. As. a preparation fr~ S~
elementaryagiculture-should. M1gh
ail rural sclÏoJOls

Texi count y: >agricu1url 0sbols. 4v.
beCn- estabishèd'l $cklil 21 4s*
act provides for twentty MOre.Xtebit
kola nume 'a special. gramnt,.to au
scltoo ro Mhitrg'a-special eI<-rnrse ,
culture, manuialtan*.-an-"oatwi
science. Caroina,"in .191-r-

Maï- chusît*, i ioe 1 o
tabflsh ineedettg
and thie Stase Pay*îhif 1~eo.
ance. f

Agricultural. colleges train
other agricûtltural -1coll gS-- >S
rural higb schobls trainfriie_é bef an'
daught ers. fç. ctual. farip worlc

It is à gréat tessonw hiob ~
son bas just.- weû to -the Am-Ow
He bas impreàsd -up)on themth f
nation mutfke ep'iis wr STi.1 n
not for Americans alone, norfrt*o
ter for nations alone. It is foréi~c;
and parties -within a nation. W. n4 t
lesson in -Canada at the present .t4ne. ý.w4,
neèd it in our, poMtics. If as 'a.i;tls 
have so far been able to keep * r
no one- wiU - pretend, thateilg

hi:proiniail or federal -p*itcý h
pretende to live up to. its
The. use of the word .platforni usiil
creates a sm~ie of der4sion. Ide 1
nature of the legS«lation-,tbmt, w
is considered'as of secondary' ihçibt"f
It is admipistration thatcoIt
are now ruany- excellent l1aiWs 'that -ar
inoperativebecaus.é of the apa k o wl t
disregard of theparties, reapoue,«« tleà
enforcemen.- . It ii C'ép tTeyI*

pratwhaàt the'statutes say wite
to the sale. of' liquor, br»b ', a~%ction'
employxnent of children. It il of the grealf
est hWortançe. thatthre ofctaîla of a govern.'-

jnent ~enfore 'eprovisions of the various
acts wjth sinceity and goodwill. After ail
it.is moral character that tells.

a


