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W7here'-Silence Reigns Supreme
or, tMe Trapplts at St. Norbert

Speelafly written for The Western Home Monthly by J. D. A.. Evans
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lu latter decades of the. uixeenth cen-
tury, La Trappe, an Englishman, viiose
9*urame is indicative of a French an-
cestry, founderL an Order in wbich as with
other communistie bodies of the Roman
Church, apecified teneta of observance
merited maembership. To-day the follow-
crs of the devout La Trappe from the
(ommunitY beneath the most austere and
rigid discipline of the many, very many
religions bodies cnumerated within the
realms of tii. Roman <atholie Hierarchy.
I Canada two Houses only of this

The Home of the Father SuPerior
trotl1rio0d aie conducted; the major of
thseis located at Oka, near Montreal,
that at St Norbert was instituted in
1892. The parent home cf the Trappfist

is itp at e-iteaux in France; a fcw
1-Ouses for feinale adiierents of the Order
are 0xf-Ht, and une of such is conducteàinl tlu "-tatc, of PennysIvania, U.S.. At

Xthie very outset of «Where Silence reiçna
supreme" the. witer wiii net be intruduzg
upon the intereat of the reader ta r.-
mnark tiait they who belengt t theSient

Entrano Tmaputa' Grou sds& t., Noerboe

Communmty» are men of whom it can be
said with tense veracity, 'q haye over-
came the world. The affairs of su ex-
terior ephere'concern the Trappist lu no
possible manner; from th. grounde of th.

oaonaetery the whirl of atreet' cars atSt. Norbert is diatinctly audible; h. can
gaze upon the tail buildings of Winnipeg,
witness t'bo amoke of its industries, but
withiu the domain of the. Trappist there
isas peace, an atmosphere of eerenity.
Re. bas forgostten the world, ta hum even
its memory is unknown.

A knock at the door of, the lodge at
the iron gatea. [n response, an elderly
man, who for twenty-two yesrs has
dwelt in the monastery, appears. He is
garbed in the. rough and simple dresa cf
his Order; cowl, brown robe, girdie,
moccasins. In English aomewbat broken
in expression, ho bids the visitor enter.
A auperb collection cf plants, several in
bloom greets the eye; the Friar brings
out chairs front the aitting room.

"You've come to look through the
monastery," h. remarks. "Yes, I wil
take you across ta th. office."

This visit did not constitute the.
writer's introduction ta the "Abode cf
Silence." Upon two previous occasions
ho bas walked through the scenes where-
in sanctitude and labour play the promi-
nent caste in the drama. There were,
however, distinct alterations in thie sur-
roundings of the monaMtica1 environ-
ments.

"ICorne this way, please," remarked tîh.
lodge keeper as he opened the gate. "Lots
of mud to-day, looke like spring time."

A flight of atone steps leads ta the
monastery entrance; the guide opens a
door into oa amail reception roorn, then
excuses himself momentarily. He re-
turns followed in a few minutes by a-
mnonk dlean shaven, the Friars are per-
mitted to wear whiskers, dressed in robe
of white material. This priest ia Father
Josephi, Secretary-trcasurpr of the Corn-
Inunity; ho is Âkewise one of the quiztet
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Làs -the wrlter walked through the vil-
bge of St. Norbert, a bell ws ond
irom th~e buildingsin a wood seras. the
I&usalle river. Jts ding was solemu
in the stilly air of a beautiful morning,
Ifareh 21. 'Yet for iu excess of twenty
years the huhabitants of St. Norber-t and
its countryoide on Red River have listen-
ed te th. echo of the befl front its turret
amidt the trees.

ý1hia bell in symüboical that The. Houge
of the Silent Community is here located.,

,M the. western extremity of the trestie
btidge crossing La. Sale river lu close
adjacence to the railway station at St.
Norbert, s gate opens into a wood of
où.m and poplars. We walk along the
pathway; in the ininediate distance are
observable varions large buildings. A
lootbridge of primitive construction ia
.ng from tehe igh banks of the
stream; the path continues up a steep
banir; at the aummit massive iran gates
are iiotieeabbe. lu proximity ta thia
entrance stands a white. frame bouse;
we msend the. steps ta its dloorway, ring
*9heàL- 1
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HAIL INSURANCE
It is too late to think of proeoad blame yourief for bàen careless
siter your crop has beendetodsu your seaa=' work d revenue
Rlot

NOW IS THE'TIME
ta take out the protection that wll offset any.Jo.. from hal.

The Canada Hall Insuranco Company
has earned, a very wide and high reputation for fair dealing, Jow rates,
positive protection, prompt settlements sud f ul payment of basses.

Full Informatlon &w.n sur @ranch RedIgO .,
P.O. Box 86 BEOINA F.O. Box 232 CALGARYf

or sur Local Agents.

Carson Wllllams Brothers Llmkod,,
UNION BANK BUILDING, WINNIPEG

Canerai Agents for Manltaba, Saskatchewan and Albert


