
Conservation Commission Meeting, 1912

The Commission of Conservation held its
third annual meeting, according to statute,
on Tuesday, Jan. 16. The Commission met
in the Carnegie Library, Ottawa, the
members present being lion. Clifford Sif-
ton, who presided, Sir Saadford Fleming,
of Ottawa; Ilon. Martin Burreil, of Ot-
tawa; Hon. H1. S. Bo]and, of St. Joseph de
Beauce, P. Q.; lon, W. C. Edwards, of Ot-
tawa; Dr. B. E. Fernow, of To *ronto; Rev.
Dr. Geo. Bryce, of Winnipeg, Man.;
Messrs. Frank Davison, of Bridgewater,
N. S.; C. A. McCool, of Ottawa, and J. F.
Mackay, of the Globe, Toronto.

The chaîrman opened the mieeting with
a brie£ speech and then called on the dif-
feront teclinical officers of the Commis-
sion.

Dr. C. A. I-odgetts, Medical Adviser to
the Commission, reported for the Commit-
tee on Publie, Health, touching on the
work of that committeo in regard to tu-
berculosis, the establishment of a Domin-
ion Department of Public Health and of
a Dominion Laboratory, where'sera of
guaranteed strength and purity coul hE
prepared, infantile paralysis, town plan-
ning and housing, rural sanitation, insp.ec-
tion of meat, the Ottawa typhoid epidemic
of 1911, bovine tuberculosis, and the estabý
lishment of the Canadian Public' Ilealtb
Association.

Mr. F. C. Nunnick, agricultaral expert
of the Commission, thon presented the re-
port of that section. Among. the topici
touched upon 'were the agricultural sur.
vey of representative areas of the differ
ont provinces, and the investigation of
alfalfa-growing in the provînce of Quebec:
a numbor of suggestions for the futur(
work of the Commission were also given

Mr. W. J. Diek, mining expert for th(
Commission, presenuted the report of thal
section, discnssing briefly the inspectior
of coal mines made under the direction oi
the-Commission, makcing reeommendationi
for the bettering of government regula
tiens la regard tfo>natural gas, records o1
drili-holes and plans of abandoned mines
and rocommending a Royal Commission t,
investigato the high death-rate in th<
mines of Canada.

The chairman thon brought np the mat
terof peat fuel, reading a memorandun
prepared by the Suporintendent of Minei
on the establishment of a peat industry f o:
Canada.

Mr. M. J. Patton, editor and assistant
secretary of the Commission, thon report-
cd for the Fisheries, Game and Fur-boar-
ing Animais Committee. Among the top-
ics touched on wero the investigation of
tho lieli and gamo rosources of the differ-
ont provinces, tbe oyster and shnd fish-
orios, fur farming and the unsatisfactory
nature of the published statistics on na-
tural rosources.

Mr. Leo. G. Denis, hydraulic englacer
for the commission, thon reported on the
work done lu the investigation of West-
eru water-powers, and discussed the mat-
ter of a 'power survoy' for Canada.

Mr. A. V. White also reportod on the
British Coluinbia wator-powors. lHe gave
a resumé of the arrangements made with
the provincial government la regard to
the work, and also the work done wnder
the Dominion Government authorîties la
the iRailway BeIt and by the Commission 's

*engineers in the Kootenay district, also
work done for the towa of Ried Deer, Alta.

Mr. Patton also reported for the public-
ation work of the Commission.

* THE Novk SCOTiA FOREST SuRvxv.

Dr. B. E. Fernow thon reported on the
Nova Scotia forest survey. After touch-
ing on the origia of the survoy, describ-
ing the data secured, the nature of the
survey and the personnel of the party (al-
ready noted la the Canadian Forestry

*Journal, 1909, page, 141), hie gave somte la-
terestiag facts securod as the result of >the
work of the party. The farm land of the
province was found to hoe 20 per cent. of
the area, the green forest area slightly
Iess, virgin forest practically none (oaly
soute 100,000 acres), the burned-over area
about eight per cent., the wasto area re-
coverable ton per cent., and the natural
waste area ton per cent. The total esti-
mate of thc timber of the province came
toý some egtand a half 'billion foot and
might rua to ton billion (10,000,00,04000)
foet. The distribution of the difféent
species among these ton billion foot was
fouad to ho la the following proportion:
sprucs,. fivo; hemlock, three; white pine,
one. An investigation was also made into
the rate of growth of thc sprues, which
was found to be mach slower than was
commonly supposed in the province; in-

istoad of produclng pnlpwood twelve înches,
3in diameter in fifty years, it would take

r 120 years to do this. The prosont mill
capacity of Nova Scotia was capable of
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