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And the people who allow themselves to be "1touted "' Wel-they

are weak, and ought to be prayed for. Frto lbodradbte
What is the cure for ail this ? Frto ibodradbte

sentiment among the pcople-a higher estimate of the true work of the

pulpit-that is, more regard for the resuit of work donc in the study-

also a care for ii and not for a particular church-a reai concerfi for

the cause of Christ, and less for the state of the funds.

But the funds must be cared for ? Oh yes. But deal with the

evil at the beginning. Costly churches are not necessary-quiet con-

sciences are. If the people of St. jeremiah street find themseives too

far in the midst of the town, and have become a weak cause, as to

numbers-instead of building a large nexv church farther out, wvhere

other churches in too great number already exist-why nlot disperse

themselves among those churches instead of becomiflg a weak source of

weakness. Surely, the first and main thought is how to be good and

do good, and flot how to have a fine building. Church extension

should be carcfully, thoughtfuliy done. The question is-is there need

for us here ? yes or no. And then-is there need for us there ? yes or

no. Churches should be but for the people, and not to min ister to the

vanity of this man or that. And we shall find a cure only wbe w

have found a tender regard for others-a true humility-a truc ideca of

a church-that is to say, when we have corne to understand the nature

Of Chrîstianity, and the relation of the ministry thereto. The main

work of a preacher is to preach, but he cannot do that if lie is compeiied

to go clattering about payîng gossipy visits. And lie cannot do that

if he bas to move about with the shadow,\ of a heavy church debt upon

him. We have too many churches. It is not a good, but an evil.

SPIRIT AND MATTER.

Lord Blachford's admirable argument for the existence of spirit, as distinct

fromn matter, will be strengtheried if we can prv that spirit govcrns matter,

wbich cannot be difficuit when wve consider that organized rnaterial action, in its

human form, is directeci, modified and c -ncd by that whlich is not material.

The Bible, a printed book, governs hulman conduct, not bv virtue of so mucb

paper with so nmcb ink uipon it, but 1wv a certain action upon me, or iriy spirit,

whicb the samne quantity of paper and ink disl)osct with a general simillarity, to

the outward glance, does flot l)ossess ; ixjcause this Bible, if material in

substance, is the instrument of the Spirit that originatedi it, and frecly pervades

it. The saine with the hiiinan voice. It is not so much air expeiled froin the

lungs of the preacher, nior certain mere intonations of sound, that goverrns the

spirits of bis liearers, but something of which thiese a'rc only the exponents, and

that something is sp)irit-whiiclh we mav becoîne to a certain extent acquainted

with by its manifestations, aithough we can neither sec nor outwardiy feel its

essence. XVe know it is there. because it bias affected our own spirits, an-d we

prove that it bas so affected thcm because it bias chianged the order of action of

the firames withi wbich tbey are clothed.
In perfect keeping with this simp)le thesis, wve often find tbe cbristian in the

hour of death growing momently in spiritual power and confidence, as tbat very

frame decays to wbich the positivists would ascribe ail tbe vigour and activity

of the buman life ; and even a determined positivist wiil flot fail to be affected
by the sîght, for, with ail bis materiaiism, bie attaches value to tbe emnotions,
because, being human, and having a spirit apart fromn aIl bis dry reasonings,
he cannot beip doing sa.

THFTA.

A SOCIAL PROBLEM.

From the wars of tbe First Napoleon down to, an almost recent date a
question arose and for a long period agitated great social centres of populations
in Europe, arising from the large increase of femaies in proportion to maies. In
the press and aiso in tbe mouths of thougbtfül men came up this idea, 4&What
shali we do witb our daughters ?" So greatly did this matter press itseif on the
minds of tbe people some tbirty years since, that it became then seriously ta be
considered wbiat positions in life were adaptable to the gentler sex. Women
also, themselves, pondered the question and energetically strove to ameliorate

their anomalous condition, until it may be said a turflrng point was reached,
that at the present day we find them even competing witb men in alrnost e veiy
branch of professional life, and also in those public and pnivate vocations where
ordinary clericai assistance only is required. Womnen's labour bas now becomne a
necessity, and often ver>' highiy valued : and so this vexed question whicb in days
gone by was deemed sa momen tous bias rigbted itself, and may be considered
now as compietely solved. A stili graver question is now arising, and one
which must be immediately faced in ail its difficulties. " What shall we do
witb our sons ?" Gentiiity and Vihladom reply, clerks Of course, the dear boys
cannot be aliowed to lead vulgar lives, or evefi toil with their hands. And SO it

hias corne about that ail the best Young men are clerks, and those yet growing
up into life are also looking ta tbat profession as their means Of mniaking a living.

A more fatal error for parents to faîl into than ta prepare their sans for such

an existence of shabby gentilît>', can scarcely be conceived. It is alike disas-

trous to the hopes of Our youth, and is a beggarly heritage ta leave themn. The
lifé of a clerk at the best is but tbat of a hireliflg, and in times li.ke the present, when

.$0 many are wanting and longing for situations, is little better inl Sarne houses than
'that of the lowest menial. The onl>' hope and prospect in life for a clerk is ta trust,
like the immortal Micawber did, that in the ever-recurring chapter of accidents
tisomething will turn up"-in tbausandsof cases a mast delusive hope. In business

life it is not the clerk toiiing at the desk that can learn the Most necessary part Of

,aY establishment, but more often the office-boy' or salesman-the anc wbo han-

dles and sels the goods ; bis fortune is generahl>' witbin bis grasp. But the bank

clerk, or indeed an>' other like individual, is but a necessary drone in the bive
commercial, and very rarel>' can rise above the commonest mediocrity. It is
often very heartrending to sec the ver>' flower of advancing manbood out of
employment, and seeking day after day for a situation that wben found could
onl>' realise a miserable pittance. These Young men, mostly well-trained and
well-educated, unless beiped by their parents, wake up soner or later ta realise

tbat tbe existence they are necessaril>' passing through is but one of genteel
pauperism, and not tbat of self-reliant manbood. In Engiand sa far bas this mis-

take in life been carried tbat at the prescrnt time of commercial depression and

retrenchment, thousands uipon thousands of cierks aje literally starving, and

curse the day tbat their parents, in their excessive gentilit>', taught thern merel>'

to hive by using a pen, instead of those more manly occupations of honest toil

always open in large communities. It looks as if in the future that fewer clcrks

ivili be nceded, business men have ta curtail in every possible direction, and in

nine cases out of every ten the poor clerk suffers first. It seems as if shopkeepers

will have ta leave their villas and do as their fathers did andprospered, byve over

their stores, and minci their own business. We can only recover ourselves

by the sterncst economy. If this be the case, wbat are our lads ta do-

thcy cannot starve;- surel>' then there is nothîng unmanly or degrading in teach-

ing tbem a trade, and if afterwards something better shail arise, weli, the>' are

ail the better and truer men for baving witbin tlieir grasp a trade tbey can aiways

faîl back jipon. 'l'li 'J)rentice boys of England were a power in the land a cen-

tury ago, and it bias doubtiess been due ta, their combincd toil and skiii that

bas raised bath En gland and America to tbe higliest pinnacle of manu-

facturing perfection. In the United States the clerk is at a terrible discount,

plenty are to be had at from 50c. ta 75c per dicîn, whilst the skilled artizan

can earn from two ta four dollars. How much better tben is the latter

tban the former, though his bands bc not quite sa white ;-in every sense
hie is the truer inan.

This stibject is a grave one, and deserves ta be pondered with some degree

of tboughtfuiness. Disappointed lives and drunikards' deatbs, can but toa often
bc traccd ta a career hemmed in with difficulties ini gctting a subsistence.

Neyer more pressing>' necessary is it, than tbat aur presenit rising yauth shouhd

be true, noble, and indepenclent.
It may be stated that the great army of uncmploycd clerks at the present time,

tbe world over, is painfuliy increasîng. It is said that mn bondon, England, wbere sa

many of the dry goods bouses bave had ta reduce their establishments, that tbe

first ta leave bave been the clerks-; and tbat where these Young men bave not

bad homes ta returfi ta, that tbey bave been compelled ta accept the most menial
p)ositions in life. Miany are conductars of amnibusses, and even waiters in res-
taurants. lIn San Francisco tbey are ta, be seen waiking the strcts by liundreds
seeking ermplaymcnt. In Australia, tcnding sbeep at fifteen pounids a year is tbeir
sole refuge :-tlierc, sa great bias l)ecn tbe influx the past twa years of eduicated
unskilied youths that bankts can get ail the belp they want at salaries sucb as
these :-notilg the first year ; twenty-five pounds, and fifty pourids succeeding
years. One hundred ta anc hundrcd and fifty pounids a year being regarded as

an outside salary!
ln New York their position is mare painful stiil. Thausands vainly seeking

situations ; and yet, in view of ail this deplorabiecondition of aur rmsing yauth,

thiere are parents flow even in Canada wbo, in the excess of their mistaken kind-

ncss, shun ta give their sans an>' better heritage than this of sbabby gentihity

and disappointimig life-lang poverty. Montreal and Toronto to-day can caunit itq

many scores of fine pramising Young men wbose hearts are weil nigh broken for

want of empiaynlent and the difficulty of tbeir position. Surely there sbould be

sanie escape firoî tbis unsoundness in aur social systemi? It must be patent ta

ail that tbe future cannot give tbem employn'ent ta the extent that Snobocracy
is pushing themn an the market.

It is weil knawn, in the cities of New York and Baston especial>', that

mchants' sans are nat as a chass following their fathers' profession. 'Ihey arc

vaini>' seeking a more getitlemanly vocation, and whicb, alas 1 few are finding.

Th'e ranks of merchants are being filcd up by country lads, who came inta the

city and take employment first as affice or errand boys, and sa work up ta fore-

Most positions in time, tbrough sagacit>' and perseverance, added ta a determina-

tian, whicb the American lad of country birth invariabiy possesses, ta seek ta risc

ta the higbest position in business commercial life.
1'he question often cames up, Is nat aur presenit: systemn of educatmon for boys

largel>' responsible for this unfortunate condition of societ>'? The opinion grows

that it is-a boy at mnast of the high schools of the country is but imperfectl>' taught

ta read and write,--and ver>' often before be knows bis own mother tangue witb

an>' degree of perfectness, is put ta classics, as if in then alone the great de-
sideratum of life werc ta be found. The bay's mind, therefare, is distracted froni

the stern reahities of practical hife ta the lave of a dreary, fictitiaus past-an cdu-
cation that in nine cases out of ten at the ver>' least will neyer enable him ta carfi
a cent. In professional. life chassies ma>' be essential, but in mercantile they

unquestionab>' are nat, and but toa often fill a bay's head witb ideas tbat tatahly
unfit him for practical everyda>' realities. The sooner a lad goes forth ta the
world's figbt after fourteen the better, and aur ver>' best business men date their
entr>' inta commercial scenes even earlier thai that. But ta ameliorate the sad
condition af aur Young men at the present marnent is a subject that is open ta the

dehiberations oéfour mast thaughtful minds,let ahane ta remedy the recurrence ofhlikeý
errors in the future. Many wihl sa>' laak abroad at the fine lands of our North-West
Territor>'. Beautiful the>' are, and fertile ta a marvehlous degrec. Yet what
could an untutored yauth of classical educatian and unsoihed bands do, dropped
dawn an these new lands ? There are Young men in Montreat to-day who have

had the courage ta go farth and try ta begin a new life in the Saskatchewan
country, and bave even bought up balf-brced claims; but having no experience

and no training for sucb a life, have hast their aIl and returned ta their firiends
mare dispiritcd tha-n before. Wili some anc flot suggest a remedy, and afford,

saine solution ta this grave social problem--one that is going ta telh mare pawer-
fuli>' on future societ>' than even at present? Young rising manbood is the vcry

hope and life-bload of an>' country, and as it is nioulded and sbaped in early

years, .sa wil 'it tell an the future of Canada. Let this subject be welh pondered
and ventihated, and passib>' some way of escape froin our social unsoundness
may yet be devised.MECTR


