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Althotigh pathological knowleclge afforcîs the best basis of
therapy>, it is not alwva.ys the sole basis. We cureci malaria long
before we knewv its cause. Syphilis was controlled long before
bacteriology wr-as borii, and ail that -%ve know of the cause of
syphilis to-daiy -is that it must be depenclent upon sonme forin of
living organismi having the power of indefinite reproduction.

When we use the term diabetes miellitus, let uis clearly grasp
thue fact that %ve speak probably of a symiptonm rathler than a dis-
ease; that the presence of sugar in the urine means a g-reater
or less imipairm1-ent, temporary or permanent, of the power of
the organismi to consme suaar; that while our kniowledg-e of
t-he starting-point of suoh imipairment is very inip<erfect, w~e hiave
good reasorn for believing it rnay be as wideiy separated as
Langerhians' islands in the panicreas, the liver, or several portions
of the central nervous system; that during life, at least, we ca-n
rarely cleterniine the point of origin in a given case.

Useful as the terrn glycosuria mnay be for clinical purposes

*Read before the Medical Society of the State of New York at its Annual
Meeting, Albany, Jan. 26th, 1504. Symnposium on Diabetes.


