
TE CHUROR QUAÏDIAN.
T F APOSTOLIC RITE OF CON- them. -The offices do not rise and fall in value

FIRN.TIO. and power with the varying talents and au-
.. compishmente and circumstances of those who

iB TE hURT BEV. TEE BisHoP 0F SPBINOEIELD. hold them.
... The second question which every thoughtful

The laying on of handa by Christ'. chief person should pross upon himself, is this: If
minister, the Bishop, is the complement of Holy over external right and sacraments were un-

. t .g o necessary, was it not when inspired x6en were
Ëaptism. It was recognized a of vital imi- 1ivin on earth ? was tntwenteAo.living o eatwsit not *hon the Apea-
portance by all the Apostles, who had stood ties, who could work miracles, and by the
around our Lord, and heard iis last command power of the Holy Ghost could discern the
on earth, " Go ye, therefore, and teach all na- spirite of men and read their hearts, were bore?
tions, baptizig th m il thê Name off th Was it not just at that time and under those
tins, sudap tingthem md o e N e «oi tecircumstances that Holy Baptism and Confir-

Father, and of the Son, and of: the Holy Ghost, mation, and the Lord's Supper, could be dis-
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever ponsed with? Would not the Apostles' in-
I bave commanded you, snd 16, I anh *ith you structions amd sermons, falling as they did
tl*ay, eVen. unto the end of the world. from inspired lips, be a substitute for all exter-

Amen." (St. M .tt. xxviii, 19, 20.) Thoso Apau- nal rites and sacraments? And yet of all

tiAs, when they heard th t Sam is hsd received times in the history of the Christian Church,
thes whentheyf eadsotatmarihadeei v bed, the times when the Apostles wore on earth,
the word ai Gad, sent two of their number, wore those wben the Bishops, Priests and
àt. Peter and St. obni to lay their bands on Descons *ar most careful to administer these
the heads of those whom St. Philip, the in- meane of grace, and the people most eager to
spired deacon, had baptized. St. Philip was receive them. Can we suppose, if we profesa

pre-omlnontly ndor tho contrai ai fie Blessed and call ourselves Christians, that the napired
dApostles and their associates and subordinates

Spirit. The Holy Ghost directed his footateps, made long and perilous journoys to perform
transported him from one place to another, useless rites, and take part lu more ceremonies ?
aud gave him the power of working miracles; We have the mind of Christ in the teaching
yet Ae deemed it to be necessary that more and conduct of the Apoastles; sud they taught
should be done for his couverts than ho, a both by precept and example that the sacra-
deacon, could do, and hnce ho invoked the monts and menus of grace are of supreme im-
assistance of those above hita in office, the portance; hence their couverts, we read, con-
Apostles. They, in their collective capacity, tinued steadfastly in the doctrine and fellow-
agreed with St. Philip, that it was necessarp 'sip, sud in breaking of bread, And in prayers ;
that his word sbould be suppleinented by thoir honce the iuspired deacon baptizes the ounuch
official presence, and acts, and accordingly we and the Samaritans, hence St. Peter and St.
road, (Acts viii: 14) " Now when the Apos- John made a long and tedious journey to con-
ties, which were at Jerusalem heard that Sa- firm, bonce Saul of Tarsus, after he was called
maria had reeived the word of God, they sent frein Heaven by the Lord Jesus in person, was
unto thom Peter and John." Let ns face the commanded to be baptized and wash away bis
facto; an inspired deacon, who was especially ains.
the child of the Holy Gboat, and who could Have' you been baptized i Have yon beu
work miracles, preaches the Gospel in Samaris, confirmed ? Are yon continuing steadfastly in
thirty miles north of Jorusalem, wins couverts, the " breaking of bread 7" If not, remember
and baptizes them. One would suppose that that you cannot plead that the Bible teaches
sncb a minister as St. Philip could do all that you that these things are unnecessary. It may
was requisite for the salvation of his flock; be that they are, but if so you have ]earned the
but so he did not think, nor did the assembled fact fron some other revelation, for so thought.
Apostles. They felt, St. Philip and the Apos- not the inspired deacon St. Phili ,nor all the
ties, that something more was needed, and Aposties, nor St. Paul, nor our ord nor the
hence, when there were no canais, or railroads, Holy Ghost, as we learn from the ActS of the
or telegraphs, or penny posta, the inspired Holy Apostles.
deacon sends a message the best way he could
to the Apostles at Jerusalem, thirty miles away; PUT Yo UR ARMOR ON.
and they send back in response two of their -
number, the very chiefest of their body, St. One Of the most impressive ad toucing
Peter and St. John, who make this journey of scenes which we cau ever witness in this world
thirty miles, along a rugged and dangerouu is that of persans presenting themslves in the
road to impart a spiritual gift, which the in- Church of God to renew thair baptismal vows
spired and miracle worktug descon could not
besitow. No conclusion ave one eau be drawn lu confirmation. By ths set ach bue plainly
from these facts, namely, that St. Philip, the says, "I feol my dependence and need of help;
deacon, and all the Apostles thought it a mat- I acknowledge my individual responsibility;
ter of supreme importance that those who had I an resolved ta live by faith sud not by sight;
beaun bantized shaould reoivo the imposition or1ar eovdtli yfihanmt sg ;
lbyig 6u off bauda froul Christ% e ief minis- I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; and
ters, the Bishops, in the Church of God. I do here, in the presance of God and before

Two other questions ought to be asked by fis assembled people, solemnly renew the pro-
every one who believes in the Bible. First, mise and vow made at my baptism ta ba God's
Did St. Philip in baptizing lis couverts, or St. faithful soldier and servant unto my life's end."
Peter and St. John i confirming them, give l . dspiritual benefit of and fron themselves, or toas With bearta agiow with lave ta God an mn,
itfrom God? Of course it was from God, and with earnest pleadings for grace divine, they
hence the gift came not beeasue the person put on the armor of God sud strive ta attain
administering baptism was St. Philip, or be- the higher and botter life. Tcuching scene I
cause the persons administering confirmation Sacred moment I Huma» learts and lives
were St. Peter and St. John, but because the bo d th cords of love to the portale of
one held an office froin God whieh empowered bun up wi •

him to baptize, and the others au office from the skies !
the same source, which empowered tbem to Soon, in many of our parishes, the Bisbop
confirin; that is, the offices bring the blessings, will make hie annual visitation, and thon the
not the men, who happe» ta hold those offices. opportunity will be given to receive the haly
The same offices are with as now, hre, and rite of Confirmation. Will yon not consider
they are capable of convoylng, and do convey serionsly your duty a this matter? ft la s
to those qualified to reôeive them, the same eall oming ta ya fromn the Autor O your
benefits and privileges which they imparted boing to meet responsibility and avail yoursoif

when St. Ph'lip and St. ?eter and t !ohn 1 p- q 1 privileges pnd 1le.miqa Qo the gospel QI

9,Â*EL2t, 187

Christ. l this you have everything to gain,
and if you are wise you will not put th. ques-
tion aside aud wait for a 'more convenient
season. "hoose you this day whom ye will
serve." Pload not the excuse, so often given,
"not good enough." Will you be botter pre
pared a year hence? Before that tinie you
may be called away from the activities of this
world. Christ did Dot come to call the righ-
teous, but sinners ta repentance; not the whole,
but the sick, who need a physician. Every
day of your life ou need the guidanceof God's
Holy Spirit. o alone eau give you strength
to battle succossfully against the evil within
and withont. If you would meet the responsi-
bility which is upon you, you must do it in tho
strength which God alone supplies. Yield
yourself God's willing and obedient servant,
and He will confdrm and strongthen yon by-the
mighty power of the Holy Ghost, and yon will
grow in grace and knowledge, and in fitness
for God's eternal kingdom and glory.,-Texas
Churchmnan.

POINTS OF UNITY.

(Contributed to the Churc/ Record.)
It would probably surprise many Christians

who are not Churchmen, to know hov noarly
on some pointe of doctrine their Standards"
conform ta Church teaching. For instance, the
Saybrook Platform the embodiment of Conne -
ticut Congregationalism says of the Thirty-nine
Articles:

As to what appertains to soundness of jidg-
ment in matters of faith, we esteem it sufoient
that a Churob aoknowledge, the Soripttures ta ho
the Word of God, the perfect and only rale of
faith and practice, and own eithor the doctrinal
part of those commonly called the Articles of
t/te (7/turc/t of England, or the Confession or Ca',
tochisms shorter or longer, compiled by t e
Asscmbly at Westminster or the Confession
agreed upon at Savoy, to be agreeable to the
said rale.

It is not uncommon ta bear the Church doc-
trine of the authority of the ministry and of the
Absolution condemned by Presbyterians as cor-
rupt and dangerous. Yet we read in their Con-
fession (ch. xxx,) :

The Lord Jesas, as Head and King of His
Church, bath therein appointed a government
in the hand of Church officors distinct fron the
civil magistrate. To thase officers the keys of
the Kingdom of Heaven are committed, by vir-
tue whereof they havo power respectively to
retain and remit sins, to shut the Kingdom of
Heaven against the impenitent, &c.

Touching the question of baptismal regenera-
tion, the Presbyterian Longer Catechism in
the auswer to question 165 says :

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testa-
ment, whorein Christ hath ordained the wash-
ing with water. . . to be a sign and seal of
ingrafting into Hmelf, of remission of sins by
Ris blood, and regeneration by His Spirit; ana
adoption and resurrection unto everlasting life.

The word seal implies a thing accomplished.
And the Presbyterian doctrine is that baptiem
is not a sign only, but is also a seal of regener-
ation by the Holy Spirit, a seal of remission of
sins, a sealof adoption jutoChrist'a family. And
ta this Congregationalists agree; for the Say-
brook Confession (ch. xxix; 1.) says !

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testa-
ment ordained by Jeans Christ, to be unto the
party baptized a sign and seal of the Covenant
of Grace, of His ingrafting into Christ, of regen-
eration, of remission of sins, &c.

The Prayer Book says: Seing now, dearly
beloved brethren, that this 'child is regener.
Ate and grafted into the body of Christ; an.
sg&in; It pleased Thee t regenerate tl4e


