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certain cases, the time, I believe, is not far distant,
when thegigature will be laid aside by others—as
it has long since been by myself. The temporary
cmployment, in anzemic subjects of acupressure
before or during an operation likely to be accom-
panied by much hcemorrhage, is an expedient of
value-—preferable to the aneurism needle—and is
quicker and safer of application.
Anesthetics—More important still than the
question of heemorrhage is that of an@sthetics—
and one which is now attracting much notice.
We, in Canada, follow the practice of the British
in the use of chloroform in preference to the safer
anesthetic—Ether.

another, and grafted in small pieces on the raw
surface.  So important is this method of Reverdin,
that I quite agree with Morton in styling it “ one
of the greatest surgical advances, if not the greatest
of the presentage.”

Electrolysis.—Though this is the age of bold and
daring surgery, there are places where even the
boldest and most daring dare not enter his knife.
Here the surgical chemist comes to his relief,
Electrolysis has become so important an adjunct
to the armamentaria of the surgeon as to induce an
American writer to style it, from its perfect man-
ageability, the king of Caustics (he meant the

The circumstance that the ;

President no doubt). Where extensive tumours

number of deaths from chloroform is greater than | are to be removed, without the loss of blood, in
formerly, amounting to upwards of a duzen publish- | patients of feeble health ; where disfigurements
ed cases a year in England alone, apart from. much | would follow the use of the knife ; and where local
larger number of uz-published ones, has created | and general irritation are to be avoided, a fou? prix,
well founded alarm, and the favourite anwmsthetic , clectrolysis, by means of the gositize as well as, the
of our neighbours, with the bichloride of methyl, , negative dectrode with needles of zinc or platinum,
are attracting a large share of attention. The  has, in the hands of Stroh, of Olmutz, in Austria,
mortality returns published by Dr. Morgan show and of Althaus,” in London, and of others,

that we ar® using the most hazardous of all the
anasthetics :

I death to 23.204 administration of cther.
1

X “‘ to 35.3588 of ether and chlaroform,
I “ to 5000 “ bichloride of methyl.
I “ to 2.873 “ chloroform,

The chief objection urged against ether—the
length of time required to induce insensibiliy—is
not tenable, as ether properly administered will
induce complete anzesthesia in as short a time as
chloroform, though the struggles during its admin-
istration may De greater. Our experience of the
bichloride of methyl is yet too limited to warrant
any general remarks.

Lractures.—The comfort of patients has been
greatly added to by the treatment of fractures
generally, by extension with weights and pulteys,
without pads, without bandages or rollers, without
splints of wood, gypsum, starch or glue. Thanks
are chiefly due to an American surgeon (Gordon
Buck) for this vast improvement.

Dislocations,—To another American surgeon,
Nathan Smith, is due the credit of the ready
method of reducing dislocation by the surgeon’s
unaided efforts; and traction with pulleys is
now rarely resorted to.

Skin Grafting—Large surfaces of denuded in-
tegument are now covered by healthy skin taken
from another part of the body, or from the body of

been most serviceable. It does seem a fanciful
proceeding to introduce needles into a solid mass,
however large, and in situations, however deep,
and with a prolonged and feeble current, without
" chloroform or ether, or, with a powerful stream
*with ancesthesia, to dissipate it into thin air (hydro-
: gen) leaving scarcely “a wreck behind ” of shrun-
! ken, grey or brownish tissue, harmless, innocent,
" {nnocuous. Nzvus, lupus, sarcoma and cancer have,

in these ways, been made to disappear ; and intelli-
: gence reaches us from Italy, France, Great Britain,
"and the United Sates, of the apparently successful
! employment of electrolysis (under the name of
galvano puncture) in aortic an other aneurisms.
Ciniselli mentions, 1n Il Galvani,” having treated
five cases, in three years, of thoracic aneurism
alone.  Granting, however, to electrolysis, much
that is claimed for it, it can never take the place
of the knife ; but there are cases occasionally met
with where the knife is inadmissable, and where
the method of Stroh and of Althaus, judiciously
employed, has attained a success to dissipate the
smile of incredulity with which their method was
first received by the profession.

Galvanic Cautery.—As a. corollary, the galvanic
cautery, as recently introduced by Marshall, is an-
! other weapon in our hands for warring against pec-
, cant disease, and, like the invention of Chassaignac
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