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Fleurisy, a local i2flannation producing its efects by its effusion,
liquid and soli; Varieties; Serous; Eipyena; Euplastic,
Cacoplasti, ana Aplastic Lynph-Treatnent of Peurisy--
When, why, and how the chest should be tapped-Cases requir-
ing opeation-Sucesssfil cases without operation.

Pleurisy has by ne means the same relations te the blood which
I have pointed out to exist in pneunonia. Pneumonia is essen-
tially % blood disease, although attacking a particular organ.
Pleurisy is essentially a local disease; and its relations te the
blood are incidental on the extent of the inflammation and the
amount and quality of the effusion which it produces. We May
further trace out the evils and dangers of pleurisy in connection
with these results under four heads, (1) the quantity of the
liquid effusion, (2) its quality, (3) the quantity of the solid effusion.
(4) its quality.

When the quantity of liquid effusion is moderate. it is remark-
able how little inconvenience it causes. After the pain (if any be
present) subsides, which it comnonly does in a few hours, or in a
day or two, the patient often thinks himself well, till he finds on
exertion his brea th short than usual. Thus it frequently happens
that the existence of the effusion is net discovered until long after
it has taken place. Its easy detection by auscultation constituted
one of the earliest and most striking triumphs of that mode of
exanination.1 But if the effusion is very copious and rapid, the
funetional disturbance may be very great, in consequence of the

*Note added in 1872.-I take this opportunity to remark that soine of the most
recent writers on pleurisy seem neither to appreciate nor te understand thenature and value of the physical signs of pleurisy. which -were, nevertheless,
sufficiently explained and defined more than thirty years ago. In my lectures on
I The Physiology and DJseases of the Chest," published in the Medical Gazette in3838; in the article "Pleurisy" in the " Library of Medicine," vol. iii.,1840; and
in the last edition of my " Pathology and.Diseases of the Chest," 1840, (now longout of print), the physical signs previously known were carefully considered, and
new ones described with a precision that removed much perplexity from the
subjeot, and made the diagnosis of pleurisy, with all ifs result, sufciently plain
to anyone whowould take the trouble to mnaster it. Altbough so manyyears have
elapsed since the date of those publications, I have met with nothing in my own
longer experience, or in the writings of others, to invalidate the statements there
Made. There may be found the first complete description of the varieties and
signs of partial effusions in the pleura; the true nature and signification of
2erophony; and the first annoancement of trachaal and fubular sounds of pre-
cussion, the discovery of which TrousFeau and others ascribe to Skoda; whose

retensions to it are of a much more modern date, My acoustie explanations of
the noisy bronchophony and loud amphoric breath s ounds of pneumonia are
quite different frem thoseof Professor Skoda. They were annually given in myleetures in University College before 1850; but as I hardly published anything on
diseases of the chest for twenty years after,. I do not think they appeared inprint until I mentioned the subject in a note in the chapter on phycical signs in
our recent work on - Pumonary Consumption," p. 171.
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