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The Profane’Doctor.

Sotne years ago, soou after beginnin
iy pastorate in & certain church—I nee
not say where-1I preached a sermon_on
profane swearing. It was a very {)Im_n
discourse; aiming to show thet the habit
of profanity was useless, vulgar and an
insult to God. At'the head of his pew
in the middle aisle, and 1 ear the pulpit,
where all the nudience could see him,
sat an old physician. I noticed that he
was very uneasy, turning now on this
side m\dy then on that, like a caged lion,
but I did-not know at tliat titne what
was the cause, -

““You gave the doctor somehard blows
to-day,” said one of the deacons, after
the servico was over.

‘“How 507" I enquived, ’

¢ Whydon't you know he §s tlie most
profane man-in town ? lis replied, )

One of tlhe elders shook his head, ahd
gravely rematked: T think that pew
will be vaeated, I have no idea the doc-
tor will stand such a shot 1 you gave
him this mnorning.” o

This was a new experience for me, and
not very pleaant. The aged physician
was wealthy, and & very ﬁo‘ nlar man in
the commumby. He had bt recently
retived from bus practice in the large city
aund had come to spend the eveming of
his life with us. He was social and gen-
crous, and we felf as if we were favored
in securing him as a church ,attendant
and supporter, How unfortunate thab
anything should be aid to-displease him,
and perhaps drive him away from the
service of tho sanctuary 2 What could I
do but leave it to God?—T ivas His ser-
vant, and had spoken His message, anl
felt convinced that he would take care of
me and the church, and-the truth.

Dut what was the truth? The next
morning the old doctor was seen driving
up to the parsonage. ' The minister was
not at home, but his’ wife wag, and she
warmly welcomed the visitor o the
parlor. Great was her surprise when he
exclaimed somewhat abrupily : “I like
your husband. He is a courageous young
man, who is not afraid to speak the truth,
even if it does conviet some old sinner
liko me. I have brought $40 as & con-
tribution to the Pible Society, the claims
of which were presented in our ¢hiirch a
week azo yosterdey, and in addition to
this, I beg you to aceept this 85 for your-
sclf as a token of my esteem for your
burband as my pastor.” )

I do not know that the old doctor at
-once ceased his profanity. But he con-

. Lord.”

tinued to wait on my ministry. Although
living four miles from the sanctuary, he
was every Sabbath morning in, his place
a8 Jong as T continued in that pastorate,
und a very attentive hedrer he was,
Some years after, when settled in an.
other pavish, I came back to visit my old
charge. The physician, then very aged,
was sick. T called to sce him and found

‘him physiecally feeble, but his mind was

clear and composed, and his heait seemed
to be ,clmnﬁ;ed. Gladly he listened as I
talked to him concerning the heavenly
kingdom. He.said he was a sinner, but
he believed ke was saved by graco.— .
Ividently he was standing on the border-
land, and I was not surprised to learp
that a fow weeks after he stepped quietly: -
over, The profane swearer had becoms’
o humble Chuistian. The aged pilgrim
had gone home, Hewasonedf the many
wonderful trophies of grace called at the .
oleventh liour to work in the vineyard,
and paid just as'if he had.toiled all day. .
“This was a wholesome lesson to.me, I

-have always tried to be prudent in the

enunciation of truth, so as not necdlessly. ’
to offend people. But never since that , -
have- I been afraid to speak of sin and. -
warn men to flee from the wrath to come.,

In the pulpit the preacher stands be-
tween God and man, He is divinely ap-
pointed and should feel that every utter-
ance of his lips iz-a ‘‘Thus saith the
Let him stand as Moses did,
holding the law in his hand, and not be °
afraid of a multitude of sinners bowing
down to a golden calf. ILet him with,
the carly disciples take his place at the
Cross, and then.at the open sepulchre,
and then at Olivet, receiving his com-
mission from lis ascénding’Saviour, and
then in the little upper.room at Jerusa-
lem obtaining the promised Pentecostal
blessing. After this he will have the
courage of Joshua, the strength-of Sam-
son, thé boldness of Peter, and the pow-:
er of Paul. Even sinners will respect
him while he, speaks the word of con-
demmuation.in their ears, and as.he humbly
wields the Sword of the Spirit, God will
bless him.—Selected; .
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Learning to Drink.

A zealous Suiday-schoo] teacher, who
had gathered up a cluss of boys hitherto
neglected, was oue morning, after a Jes- )
ular lesson. talking to thom aboufthe
great evils of intemperance. - Suddenly
she said, “Boys, I wonder how people
learn to dvipk?” A hright little fellow,
son of a_publican, said, “I know; by
tastivg.”  Children, don’t forget this.



