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THE TIHREE LIITIE CHAIRS

They sat alane by the brizht woed Gee,

Tha gray halresd ilame an} the aped sire,
Dieaminy of daya gone by,

The tear diep fell on each wrinkied cheek

They both had thoughog thay ol not gohia?,
And each heant utirted a'sigh s

Fot their sa-1 and teatful eyes itrsepied

Three littls chaire placed side by side
Againat the sitting roam wall

Old-fashioned enough as there they <tived,

Thele seats of flag, and thichr frames of win s,
With thew bauts <o lugh and talt.

Then the fathier shook Lis silvery herd,
And with ttembling veiee he gently sald
s Matlier, these cm‘n chairs -
They Lting us such sad *houghte tpipht
We'il put them fo ever ot of Jighe
1n the small dark toom uptaies,™

But she answered, ** Fathier, not yet, not yet e
Fog Flook at them, and 1 forget

That the children are away,
The wys come back, anid our Mary, o,
With her apron on ol checlered Llue,

And sit here cvery day,

* fohony comes faek from balluws deep

Willie wakes frem s hattlefield] Jdeep
To =ay gl night tone.

Maty's a wife and a mother no more,

But a tited chald whese playing 1S wer,
And comes to rest a1t my knee.

* So let them stand there, thiugh emply now ;
And every time when alane we haw
At the Father's thrune tu pray,
\We'll ask to meet the cliulidren ab e,
In vue Savicur's home of rest and love,
Where no child g eth away,”

GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE READINGS.

A R DICKSON, By, GALT.

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD I THERE 18-

B REV. L

Quickening of spintual hife, John vi. 365 2 Cor. . 0.
Freedom fram tne law of &, Romans vin 2.
Consciousness of sonship, Romans viu 14-10.

Liberty, 2 Cor. s, 17,
Grace and supphication, Zech. i 10,
Abounding hnpe, Romans xv. 13,
Help in our mfirmity, Romans viu. 26.

Minding the things of the Spinit,
Sealing to th.e day of redemption,
Resurrestion of the body,

Love, joy, peace, etc.,

No Spirit in the heart, no salvation,

Romans v, 3.
Eph.av. 30.
Ramans vu. 11,
Gal. v. 22, 23.
Romans vin. 9

For Tne CANADA Pag-nyrexian

WHAT IS TRUTH ¢

It had been a dry, hot, burning summeg, and the
wells we.e mostly empty, when a worn out, haggard-
looking wayfarer begged for water at the only dwell-
ing within sight in the dreary bush. The person he
applicd to was an old philosopher who lived alone,
and applied imself 1n solitude to scientific pursuits.

*1 expect a friend to fetch a supply at mightfall,”
said the scientist, ¥ but there 1s norc at hand now,
nor within a mule, and yet, in the twinkling of an eye-
lid, 1 can give you a drink of water.”

Now, how cao thi, be ?  If the old man 1s speak-
ing the truth as to the first fact, how can he be truth-
ful as to the second 7 He must surcly be an impostor,
and to the thirsty soul who is perishing for lack of
moisture it appears as if he were being mocked. But
he has no time to contest the point, or to point out
how contradictory th~ asscrtions are, or to resent the
mockery ; his life is at stake; heis funishing, and
he clutches at the strangely-implied promise with a
faint and doubting faith, as a drowning man at a
straw,

“ Sir,” he pleads, “give me this water that I may
live

“You beliere, then, that 1 am able to do this
thing ?”

“Sir, I cannot think that you would deceiveme. 1
know not how it may be ; but you know I am perish-
ing, help me.”

“ Drink, then,” replied the philesopher, compas-
sionately. ** Take this cup, and advance tathat glass

vessel, prees the under knab, and catch the water;
receive as you have acked, drink, and be sausfied.’

*Oh, but there is nothng thers,” sigzhied the man §
“the vase 1s empty ; it is of crystal clearness, and 1
can sce through it. From whence g the water tn
come "

* Stretch forth your hand ; hold the cup umicr,
commands the sage,  The man siiently, and waeh a
tremulous hope oheys, and in aninstant thie sparkbng
flatd 18 tricklinge Jdown the inaet sules of the vesael
It runs 1nto the cup, and a bfe 1 swved. O wise and
benefirent ehatity !

All thus zeemed ke a anracle o the wan, and it
was andeed a mitacte of seience,  Thie srystay e
had been previoudly filt2d sath the puees of aygen
awl hydrogen 1a proper praportiens, and a spuk of
clectnmity, by atouchinpon the insttument g the far end
of the room having been pas.ed, by means of a wire,
through these gises, they unmeditely  comtuned
wito a new forn—the form of water,  Ihe rlements
immediately preceding the form ion of water are .
visible, Liut water wself 1 visihle as we all know, and
may be haudled and tisted by .ny wne,

It was not neeessary that the reapient of the water
should knnw how the teat was tohe aveompl <hed If
he had known of the scientist a~ a wise and lienevolent
iman who had never heen kuown to ntter a falsehnnd,
but to speak the truth atall ttme . e .entead il
though somectimes spoken 1 a paradoy, be wonlt
never have had any real accasion w douht the wored
of tus true ftiend.  Dut as ne aid doaor o igue, it w ts
his own ignorance winch cagsed (e stoast, not the
wisdom of hus benefacter  And ot wasthe patient and
kind and wdiing wivdom of hun who was ubie 0

save which led nm gently on to the saving at fius
life. H

L RLMEBLING

Now that was always his trouble  \@® nue rould
say anything azaunst Bob | he was a good lad, ready
to run when called for, truthful, with a elear open
face. Bless the boy, was heevernaughty © Oh, ye o,
as anybody who bved at No 33 C Street knea
perfectly well,

1t 1s dimner-time, and Hob s from schaol.  tle
is almost out of breath with running, and is telimg tos
mother how he got to the head of hus class by spell.ng
that word right.

“That's right, my bay ; do your best, and Gnd will
bless you.”

Dinner goes on uatid Dob asks for a thad <erviny
of apple pie ; not a second, mind you—that every boy
expects—but a third,  * No, Bob, that's ail, my bow .
and I think you have done pretty well.”

But a cloud comes over Bob’s face, the smule has
quite gone from his hips, through which he is heard to
mutter something. There 1s great silence m the place
at the table where Bob is sitting ; he 1s rap:dly getting
cross, and if he zoes to school w that bumowr same
of the boys will catch it. Bob is at his g-umbling
point.

Now, this is too dbad of Bob His mother v too
loving and kind to him, 1t really gieves her to tind
her little son so olten.murmuring and sulking at meal-
times. And not only then—for when IBol could not
have a new fishing rod, he got to his grumbling pomt
agan ; and when his father found there was no roun
in the trap for him to go to the market Iast Saturday.
he had another very severe fit of the grumbles.

Now, we want to tell Bob, and every other girl or
boy troubled with grumbling points, that this will not
do: that it is not kind to their parents ; bat the most
of all it is not what Christ would ke to see m them.
Let them add to thewr prayers, ¢ Lord, give ine grace
not to grumble any more,” and then try to do Letter
in the strength which He will give.

Lok S 'otNi

WHOSE RUSINESS IS 11

This pathetic little incident is dedicated to the
“us four and no more” kind A well kaown clergy
man’s little daughter has just been pu to bed, and
upon the stillness comes a tiny voice in the mightly
prayer. Then silence, soon broken by these words .
“ And, dear Lord, thus afternoon 1 saw out upan the
cold sidewalk a poor little girl, and she has no shoes
or stockings on—and—and~" another sience, as
though staggered by the immensity of the problem -

“it’s none of our business, is it, God ?”

'
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COANTENT AS A KRING.

nce upsn a time--sn runs the story, and a pleas.
ant little story it is - when Loais NI of France was
at the toyal castle of Plesis-les-Tours, he went ofte
evemng inta the kitchen, where he faund a small boy
envaged inturning a spit for the roasting of a loin of
Yw £ The Jad had a pecabarly . ight.lnoking face;
hera, brizht eyes, and features teally fine, and his ap-
prarance greatly prepos:essed the king in his favour,

Iaying a hand upon hie head, he asked the little
f- low who he was

The hoy, tnking ap, and scang a plain-looking
o1 1n a hunting garh, supposed he might be speak-
myr with one of the grooms, or perhaps chief riders of
the royal stahles.

He answered very tandestly that s name was Si.
winn , le said that he came from La Roche, nnd that
his parents were both Jdead.

“Are you content with this sort of work " Louis
a~ked.

* Why not «” answered the boy, with a twinkle in
s eyrs, and a suggestive nnd. 1 am as well off as
the best of them.  The king himself is no better,”
“Indeed! How do you make that out ?®
“\Vhy, fuir sir, the king hves, and so do 1.
can do nemore than live.
the king thar ? "

Louss walked away in a it of thought, dcep and
~earchimy ; and the image of the boy remained in his
arn- even after he had sought his pillow,

¢1a the next day the astonishment of the turaspit
a1y be wmagined upnn being summoned to follow a
paze, and findne himself in the presence of the king
and the king lus visitor of the previous evening,
tn the present occasion Louis conversed further
with the Iad, when he found him to be as intelligent
and naturally keen-witted as he had at first appeared,
He had sent for lnm with the intention of making
him a page; but instead thereof he established him
' his chamber as a page-in waiting—really the po.
sitton of a gentleman,

And Lowms had not been deceved 1n his estimate
of the boy's abilities,

The youth served Louts faith{ully, and in the last
years of the reign of Francis I. he was known and
honoured 4 General Sir Simon de la Roche,

He
Further I am content. Is

7o BOYS COMMENCING BUSINESS.
Be on hand promptly in the morning at your place
of business, und make it a point never to be late, and
perform cheerfully our duty. Be respectful to your
employers, and to ail in authority over you, and be
pvlie to every one; politeness costs nothing, and it
will help you wonderfully in getting on in the world.
Above all, be honest and truthful. The boy who
starts 1o hfe with a sound mund in a sound budy, who
falls into no bad habits, who 13 honest, truthful and
industrious, who remembers with grateful love his
father and mother, and who does not grow away from
his Church and Sabbath school, has qualities of mind
and heart that will insure ham success to a remark-
able legree, even though he ts endowed with only
ordinary mental capacity ; for honour, truth and ins
dustry are more than genius.

Don’t be foppish 1n your dress, and don't buy any-
thiny before vou have the money to pay for it. Shun
bilhard saloons, and be careful how you spend the
evemngs. Culuvate a taste for reading, and read
only good books. With a love for reading, you will
find 1n buoks friends ever true, and full of cheer in
time of gloom, and sweet companionship for lonely
hours.  Other friends may grow cold and forsake
you. but books are always the same. And in closing,
boys, I would say again, that with truth, honesty and
industry, and a hving faith in God, you will succeed.

Honour and shame from . condition rise 3
Act well your part, therc all the honour lies.

SPrEAK KIND WORDS.

“ Oh,” said a little giel, barsung into tears on hear
ing of the death of a playmate, I did aot know that
was the la. . time T had to speak kindly to Amy.”

The last time they were together she had spoken
unkindly to her, and the thoughts of those last unkind
words now lay heavy on her heart.

Speak kindly to your father, mother, sister, brother
playmate, teacher, to every one you come in contact

with, Cross words are very, very sorrowful to think of,



