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ATOR AND e-OPLE.

W/MZe 7 IfeS dIRSY /VDONE FOR
USy

A kAilix .f ro ffli.

It bas given us ipsl sanie of us wcem foundering
in the horrible pli andi ntr> cay of sin, pcriectly in;
capable ofiextricating aurscàves, %vbcn il caine %vith ils
strong, bencicent, lovirag grasp, andi drcw us oui, andi
gave us a new chance anti a iresh start. Others ai
uas wcre sarcr>' perptexeci. Vc liat ne fixed pnnci-
pIcs-at least, none ta spenk of. Confuseti by te
clash andi dlaler cf opinions tbat went on arounti us
- -tarning first ta ane ativaier, andti ien ta another-
we knev net îvhat ta îhink - and i nsteati ai living a
lice, we were perpetuali>' asking questions, and recw.v
ing ne answer; perpet'aaliy startang probîcîns andi
fining ne solution. Now, titis as ail altcreti. We
have carne ta a seutlemient, anti know where wc are- -
ta aur unspeakible camior. A iini aay be.a strong
mani enaugh, andi active enough, but if ynu place bim
on an insecure anti slippery footing, ai wlint avait are
bis broait shaultiers andi auscular arins? H-e can tùo
verylittle. Ili ll beentrei7 occupaci watbkeepîng
his balance. Pllant hil, hecveron solaidgroundl,on
a sure basis, anti what a difference there ili bc I Sa
with us. - %Ve have aur ledt on tc Rock now, andi wc
can put forth tai their ulniast stretch, the powers,
wbatcver the' inay be, duit we posscss, andivec can
engage, wjîb salci>' andi wath conftort ta ourselves, ini
warking the work ai tige worîti. Do you say ibat this
persuasian ai ours is ail a de!usian ? Weil, tbînk as
yoaz inay, il :s a delusion -whirk has eiercised a iar-
veloidty transforrning inllencer jlbon vair 1,art asi
tife.

Again, Ibis Chriflianit>' bas given us certasnty. W'e
find men nawadays walking in a fog ; atIclast, we finti
thai ver>' man>' ai titern are not sure whetber tbey.are
ini the right patb or P-it. The>' ask evcry ane they
meet tu be sa gooti as ta direct theni, and the>' are
ready la accepi (or Gospel tbe assertions af the lasi
corner tlt the next camer arrives. Lake Pilate, neari>'
îwe thousanti years ago, tht>' have the question per-
petualiy on their lips, IlWhat is truîh ?"» and t ai ength
tht>' begin la Joui wbetber there is sucb a îhing as
trutb at ail in the mallers which conccrn their titty
here andti ieir destin>' hereaiter, andti hey gave theux-
selves up ta drift, like weeds an a tide, over the ever-
sbifting currents ai contemporar>' speculatan. WVaîh
us il is different. There are sorne tbungs we are sure
about; we have ne rnisgtving, no doubi concernung
îhem whatever. WVe believe, for instance, wiîb a con-
fidence tbat notbing can shake, ini te Resurrection ai
Jesus Christ. That Resurrection i5 t0 us a fact, more
certain>' a faci iban many whicb ive are accustomect
la regard as sucb. We believe îvaîh confidence ini the
Fatherboad ai Goti. In aur view il is biankly in-
credible that there sbould be iaws without a Law-
giver, and thiat liais universe shoulti bo lormcd by the
concurrence of atonîs mysterîously endowing thena-
selves with the gcrrns of haie andi intelligence ; undeeti,
tva migbt b. unphiiosophical enougb tel amuse aur-
selves with the idea, wece it net for the deadi>' animus
agaunsi God wbicb it displiys. Nor can we credit
that we are casi at the fect ai a huge machine, whicb,
wbcn once set a.going, bas been leit ta waîk ouI mit
resulîs with paiiess precision, but without anytbung
like a ioving, divinehy-scnt superintendence. But we
look up andi ste through aîl complications the hanti ai
a heaveni>' Father, who loves us anti cares for us, anti
whe busies Hiniscli i candtiîng out frail and bung-
ling lives ta a biessed issue. Wae beicve, too, ini tht
practical efficacy af prayer. W'e hold that prayer is
nal a mere spiritual dumb-beil erercise, intendeti te
prea-tete the soul.warmth anti soul-reforni ai the sali.
tary actor engageti ini it, but thai it produces, il we
may su sa>', an effect upon Goti whici coulti net be
produceti witbout il; anti when ciever men-far
cleverer tban WC are-talk about fixeti Iaw, and the in-
flexible progression of events, anti tell us ini effect that
prayer is se nxucb ernpty brca:h, we jusî put their
words iet ont scale, andi the words af Jesus Christ
unta the other, anti are quite content, lIfta bc prayer-
ltss is ta be wise, we are satisfieti tu bc foals-epeci-
ally in sucb gooti cempan>'. De yau sa>' that ail this
-bis btlici in the Resurrection, in the Fatherbooti
ai Goti, in 111e efflcacy ofiprayer, is a delusien ? %'Jell,
say so.: if yau likt, but ai least il is a d< fusioni whch

ive hacve /'ssnd fa etwrcise a ,>soit sirengtheniptir £snjfid
ence ripo, heart and «Jfe.

Again, aur Citnistianit>' bas given us a power ta te-
sist îeînpîaitian, wblch, %withaut lt, WC b c CShoulti
ncvcr have possesseti. WVe hiolti that a newv liteolbas
bccn iinpatcd la tas; that WCe have bccn raistil miat
it elentent in winch, If ive abide, we are liteti abovc
the antasîîhec of low moitive, anti grovehlung tiesires,
in whîîcb, aias !too anan>' of our fcllaw meni bon ta
belttt.r andi nobler tlangs-are coîaatei 10 live. "lA
delusion,» you sa>'. IlWeli," we answcr, Il If I bc a
deluian, i as a ddufision rvhick hira str<angely raised
us, elevasfe d s, apd ,,saile us bittfer tAait ive suete."

Andi, yet once agaîn, aur Christiânity lias given us
del'iiîc idcas about % uture ste. W~e do flot proiess
ta know very mucia abotut the subject. Streets ai
goid, anti gaies af pendl, anti faunidatians oi preciaus
stuties, anti ail ta gorgeous litages ofte Apocalypse,
do nat convcy tu us, noir are the>', we suppose, in-
tendeti ta coatvcy te us, an>' thaugits -«z can reali>'
gr.tp. but We can latin a totemrably clear conception
ai what .Jesus Christ is, anti oi wbat pîcases lIirn-
ant iis enlightcns us, ta a certain extent, as ta tht
nature i ne place, or regien, in wbich lie mnakes His
most distinct sclf-inanifcstatian. Nar la îhis ail. We
bliheve wt have-va sa>' il tin ail huaniliiy--a per.
sanal acquaintance %wîth thas Great Bleing. He is no
stratager tu us. WVe Ilknoiv lliii," as St. Paul says,
and wc bcieve that dcath, witb ail ils paunful andi
ltuiiating accanîpantanents, ivili be notbung mare, if
we cantinue faithl, Iban the caming af titis known
lFïacnd- -wbe bas waikcti waîh us rtrougli ice-to se.
cctve tas ta Ilaiseif, îh.ît wbcre lie is, there M ails
fiend.s ama>' be aIse. Vau say, uriîis is tîte greatest,
the grossest delusion ai ah1.0 WVell, say se if yau
please, but, aIt nny rate, il is <s ddlusion chick impiari
l; us greaf coinfort, for a-efieZ thaf suhen sue ifiese
tirail ot hiakitng a leap in tire da.,k.
Titis being the case wîtb us, we are anxiaus that

others shoulti share ini aut blcssungs. In the earîy
diys, wben Christ was clîaosing His disciples, ane ai
ibeun, btimlul ai bats own je>', iturrieti off ta tell tht
ncws ta a frienti, anti ta bring him te Christ. But his
eager cnîhusiasi ivas cbcckcd at once by a difficult>'.
IlThe 'Messiib ! I crîcti tht frîcnd, "lanti out oi Nai.~
relia i Who ever knew a goodting issue froin that
dcgridcd Iocality? Yaur stor>is inconceivableyour
lacis are wrang. You must bcecgregiously mistaken."
.Natv, I>biip, perbaps, faIt banisehi ta bc ne atiepi in
arguîng; ai ail events, bie feut that arguing was not
the way ta convuncc bis irienti ai the truth ai bis
siaternent; anti su lite adoptid a niuch better plan.
Ht simply sà.d, IlCorne anti sec," caine anti jutige for
yaursthf ; for bie knew that in tht siglat of thiat graciaus
Presenice ai bis friend's objections wauld vanish, as
misîs vanisb beforethe risung sun. Tht result, as yen
wvill remernber, justifict im in the course hie îook.
Anti su witb us. WVc are no professeti disputants.
We know that controvers>' is a match af inteliectual
skall in wbicb the practiseti player, familiar with ail the
gurus, ant ricks,.tr.d raies oi the gaine, gels the bel-
ter of the unpractiscti oppanient, even il ire shouiti
bappen ta have the truth on lais side. W'e daubt, tee,
if arguing îv;ns lacarts. Wae îbink il iviser, *lien, anti
more lakel' »o bc effectuaI in anasi cases, ta do as
Philip dîi: tu wvaave centrevers>', te declune the clash
andi claîter of argument, anti simpl>' tu say, This is
what Christaanity, or rather what Christ bas dont for
us . Ht bas cbangcd the curreni ai aur lives, bas given
us rest anti peace, anti repose ai soul ; bas elevateti
our concepions, anti aur character, bas ncrved anti
strcngtlicneti us for duty-bas been, ini fact, a source
of blesstng suri, as we are utiabît ta describe. Coulti
a delusion bave donc ail this? Corne, tben, we pra>'
yau, anti jutige fer yourselves, whethcr Ht be net aIl
that wc have told you, anti verymuch mor.-Quinir.

IVEIGIIDOUR DODSOfflS W.ELL

I weas an ni> first visit ta my ntighbour Dotison,
Whe was an aid sttier, white 1 hati %aaely cearme inta
the'neigbbourhood. Goiaig witb bina tu look aveir bis
fine fam, 1 was a litîle surpriseti ta finti a purnp
standinÈ in one ai tht back fieldis.

"Have >'ou a welh away back bere ? I asked.
1I hardi>' knaw what ta sa>',» saiti he; "la bale bas

been dug tiawn here, a walI built, and a punmp put ini,
by a mani who formerl>' settleti bore ; but there is7 ne
waîer. Wfaat de >'ou Sa>'; is it a wtll ? »

IlWhy,"l salti , Ilyanr question is about as- bard to
answcr a,5 tle ona 1 frequenîl>' hxear about a certain

cla%% of people, 'Men wili ask, Is lie R ChristlGn?
ara professur? or church sileimbcr?-aiccardisig ta the
different ways of expression- andi 1 nin allen putited
for an aflswer."1

'IJust vdhat I have Ilituglit iliany a linie. 1 baive
seî min wha have nt sanie tîic nmade somn ùi the
outvard inovenienti towards a Christian life (andi i
have no riglit tu say thnt lthe> have not commenceti
tho inward onas too), but naw, for Yeats past, tbough
they nia> bave a îew ouîwanrd fornis of religion, andi
tht>' nake tiîcr as fcw ns possible, so, far as daung
anytbing for nccarnplishing Clrist's work Is conccrned.
îvby a thUat> ox înighî as Weil corne tu Ibis dci pump
experting to find i ter. ou iniglit periîaps find out
wheîher tht>' Ycre cliurch nicnîil>ers, by oearching the
church trecrds; but ns tu finding an>' igns of real
Christian lire, it would baile any tests thiat 1 know
lhow ta RIppi>."

IlThat ls too ti ," said 1, Ilbut sad ns It is, 1 s.up.
pose we must be careful flot ta judge tbcan 100 liarshiy.
The actions of such arc a great hindrance ta the suc.
CeSb '( the Gospel, but Iet us pray the iie-giving
Spirit nia> yeî rouse ta, action their seeming dcad
satlis."1

Il You are rigbt, there," said nclghbaur Dodson,
fiand I aux one af the last meni that ought ta forge t .
i renienîber whcn I firai dug the weli whcre I iivc;, it
fiiiid %vith %Ynter almost ta the top, andi 1 was greatiy
plensed. Sanie of my neiglibours who hai noa wells
af tl:cir own yet, usced tu corne ta me, and tht>' wcre
ail wclconic, for thcre was enougit for ail, andi just as
nîucbi always lait in the wcell. But by.utnd.by, as the
scasan grew botter and drier, the walcr gai Iawer in
the %vel,anti i hati ta rcstrlct xny neigbb>ours in the
amourit the>' riglit take, andti lnali>' ta refuse it ta,
them ilîogcther, as 1 coulti gct froin the welI no more
than 1 needeti for mn> owfl dail>' use. 1 reniember
one cvening as 1 was standing by the well alter 1 bati
toid ane af my!neighbours flot ta conme any more, the
thought struck nie forcib>' that there was a close re-
semblance bcîween the weli andi myseif. Once I bail
been se filied %vith the grace ai life, that I was aiways
reidy ta hclp and encourage ochers, reniembering who
hati said, ' Freely ye have reccived, freeiy give.' But
as I thought of it, I was conipelled to acknowledge ta,
anyseli that I had beconie su absorbeti in woridly
things, and su litie attentive ta anything higher, that
there would hanve been sipali encouragement for any
one ta corne ta me for belli in the spiritual life. lThe
thoughî ivas bitter ta me but dii flot ai once produce
any inipravenient. The supply ai water in my wefl
grew more andi more scanty, and I was abliged ta go
away off ta the river for tnuch af the waîer for home
use. And 1 could not but think that il was much the
same witb the divine lire ini my soul. 1 still -casted of
the goodncss of God, but 1 was far indeeti fromn the
fulness of joy in the Lord. 1 would flot have given
up ei:her my> well or my religion, but how far was
eltber from saîisfying the want it was intended ta
suppi>'!

IlThe thaught of that lime is still grievous to, me,
but 1 îbunk 1 should at least learn <roux ii the lessan
cf cbarity for others. WVben 1 sec praicssing Chris-
tdans running alter the follies af the world, and amn
raidy ta ask, 1 How cari a persan with an>' portion cf
the mind of Clxri.»t have any desire for those beggarly
clements?' 1 my conscience retarts, ' How cauld you
act jusi as inconsistent>', thaugh in a litie différent
way?' About this lime il was discovered that tbere
was ---der our neigbbourhood a body of waler which
could be reacbcd by artesian wells. Tired cf a scare-
ity cf water, I gai a driling machine-and set il tu work
in my> wecL Dowvn tbraugh thetrout, the drill gradu-
ally cul ils way. tilt anc day il struck an open seam in
the i eck, ant he little water there was ini the Wel ran
out and disappeared.

Il By ibis tigne I bad beCn su accusîarned tu com-
pare rnyseli with the well tbat 1 was almosi frightened.
A cauplet cf ane of aur hymns kept running through,
rny mmnd,

'My tonner hapes are 17cd,
M~y terror- now beginua.'

B3ut the drill kepi on cuîting, rutting ils way thraugh
the flinty rock, until anc day il sîruck iat lte waier,
andi WC had la hasten ta clear away the machiner>' andi
gel the pipes in place andi the flood gushed forth 1 andi
ever since, withaui a momnent's pause, the stream bas
been flowing with an ample supp>'. Summer and
winter, heat and cid, fioad or draught, bave ne e7fleci
upon b, but it 13 alwày9 lte sanie- As 1 saw lte
wair flowv, I ilia gleani aihope in my hcar. I sad


