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sclioolboys flan that of some others ; and, while they will exult ini plundering
a Jay's or a Cat Bird's, a general sentiment of respect prevails on the dis-
covery of a Robin's. W911ether lie owes not some littie of this veneration to
the wel-kriown and longestablished chnracter of bis namesake in Britain, by
a like association of ideas, I will not pretend to deterinine. fIe possesses a
good deal of bis suavity of manners; and almost always seeks shelter for his
youug in summer, and subsistence for himself in the extremes of winfer, near
thec habitations of man.

IlThe Robin inhabits the wholc of INorth America, from Hudson's Bay
to Noofka Sound, and as far south as Georgia, thougli they rarely breed on
thi*s side of thc mounfains fartber soufli than V'irginia. Mr. Forster says,
that about the begiuning of May tlicy inake thecir appearance in pairs at tle
settiements of lludson's Bay, at Severn River; and adds a circuinsfance
altogether unworthy of belief, viz., that, at Moose Fort, they build, lay, and<-
bat ch, ln fourtcen days! but that at tlie forme~r place, four degrees more
north, they arc said to take twenty-six days. Tliey are also common in
Newfoundland, quittiugthesenortlieru p-rts in October. The.yonngduring-
flic first season, are spoffed with white on the breast, and in fIat finie have
a good deal of resemblance to flic Fieldfar of Europe.

"Mr. Ilearne infornis us, tbat the rcd-breasted Thrnshes are eoxnmonly
called, af Iludson's Bay, fthe Red-Iird-by some, the l3lackhirds, on account
of their note--and by others, fIe .American Fieldfares; fhattheymakefbeir
appearance af Churchill :River about the middle of MIay, ana migrate to the
soutb carly in the fali. They are seldoni seen thiere but lu pairs; and are
neyer killed for their flesb, except, by tIc Indien boys.

ISeveral authors have asserted, fliat tlie red-breasted Tlirush cannot
brook flic confl.-emenf of fIe cage,, aud neyer sings in that state. But,
e-xcepf fthc Mocking Bird, (Turdus polyglotttts,) 1Imkow of no native bird
which is so frequently domesticafcdl, agrees better with confinement, or sings
in thaf state more agreeably than tIe Robin, They generally suffer severely
in moulting-,_ fine, yet offen live fo a considerable ago. A lady, Who resides
near Tarrytown, on ftic bauls of flic HIudson, informed me, fliat sIc raiscd
aud h-ct one of thes birds for seventeen years; hihsang as wcll, and
looked as sprigitly, at fliat age as ever, but was t lest unfortunately des-
troyed by a cat. The morniDg is flicir favorite finie for song. In pussing
flirougl fIe streefs of our large cities, on Sunday, in flic months of April
sud May, a littie aftcr daybrcak-, flic àenerai silence Which usually prevails
witliout at flat hour, wiIl cuable you Io distinguish every ouse wIere one
,of fliese songsters resides, as lie mak-es it then rig with bis mnusic!,

Thei Robin belongs f0 flic famnily IuaýNr.s or Thrushes, of whicli there
amc tbrce genera and a goodly nuraber of species known in North .&zerica.
In flie classification of Agassiz & (ould, hils family belonga te flic order
1nscsores. The gencrie n ame is ftoin 2'urdws, Latin, a Thrusb. The speeiflC

banxe, migratoriùs, (incorrectly prinfed inigratoriéus ut fthc commencement
of ilis afiee) le derivcd froin &xô Latin verb migro, to remove from. one
Place fo another.
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