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\ | Mosher and Clark Get‘Big‘ Receptioh in Opening.
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H. A. Powell and W. S. Fisher Deal Ably With Issues of

. hall was taken and about

*of the entire party and as men of tried
i .

3 \
\ .
.
e T e ali o & iR

THE SEMI-WEEKLY TELEGRAPH, ST. JOHN, N B,, SATURDAY, FEERUARY 15,

P
1L

8

5

ION HAS

LANCASTER ALL RIGHT

of County

Campaign

the §ampaign,

A large attendance, a fine spirit of en-
thusiasm and stirring speeches were the
features of the opening meeting of the
oppogition county campaign in Fairville
Tuesday evening. Every seat in the Orange
seventy-five
voters stood during the evening. J. P.
Mosher and A. H. Clark, the candidates,
both made stirring speeches and were
warmly received. It was evident that the
candidates have the hearty endorsement

Alfred H. Clark.
'worth and weight in the county they are
looked upon as-bound to defeat the at-
torney-general and Mr. Lowell.

Mr. Mosher went into details in telling
of the miserable condition of the /roads
and arraigned the crown land policy of
the present government. He also charg-
ed that the government were discouraging
advance in agriculture by decreasing the
.grants to the agricultural societies.

Mr. Clark made a fine impression. He
criticized Mr. Lowell’s actions and charg-
ed that the present member worked
rather for the best interests of the big
corporations than for the municipality.

H. A. Powell, K. C., spoke fer an hour
and in the course of his address made
specific charges against the government in
the administration of crown lands. He
stated that lumbermen supporting the

apere-known to pay but forty
to fifty cents on the dollar on their debts
¥ to the government. He could also
prove by documents in his office that on
one transaction a lumberman paid but
$1,900 when the amount due was $5,600.

Mr. Powell also spoke strongly on the
{International Railway and said that its
financial success “meant the industrial
iruin of the northern part of the province.
{He pointed out that when connections
‘were established with the Bangor &
\Aroostook line at St. Leonards, the wood
from the mnorth would be shipped to
,Maine and other states and manufactured
/there. _

! Mr. Powell also dealt with the govern-
yment’s administration of succession duties
and cited & number of instances to show
that friends of the government were ex-
jempted from paying tribute, while the tax
on opponents was zealously exacted.

{ .W. 8. Fisher, as a business man, an-

ounced himself as seeing necessity for a
change in government. 1

The meeting was regarded.as satisfac-

|tory in every way by opposition men and |.

;was only another evidence of the turning
of the tide in Lancaster. The hall was
lalready filled when 8 o’clock, the hour for
|starting arrived, and Dr. J. H. Grey was
'chosen as chairman promptly on time. Dr.
|Grey spoke of the honesty and good sense
jof the candidates and predicted victory.

Mr, Mosher. :

1 R. Mosher was first called upon and
®poke to a rapidly increasing audience,
;who greeted the hearty candidafe from St.
!Martins with cheers. He told of the roa-

jsons which_had induced him to enter tie
contest. There were matters
deeply the best interests of the county
and, having these interests at heart, he
‘elt called upon to do his best to right;
‘e Wrongs.
‘ne great evil was the condition of the
ds. When under the old act, each man
rked out his taxes on the road he took
a interest in the work and had pride in
the condition of the roads in his district.’
vow the rural districts were bled for the
aake of larger communities. i
Bridgas needed replacing but the locall
sommissioners said “Thére is no money.” !
Nhere was the money? It was known that
nore than $1,000,000 had been sunk in
the Central Railway. Premier Robinson !
stated that the road was now worth 81;-|
500,000, but the monzy could not be got!
out of it. It was not right to tie up $1,-
000,000 and let the poor man go without |
roads. All the excuse for the existence of
the Central was the hauling out of coal
which could be transshipped
ways. Thé pzople of Chipman were given |
$1,000,000 while hundreds of other dis-|
‘tricts went without any. i

Attacks Crown Land Adminis-
_tration.

Mr. Mosher spoke of the ruinous crown '
Jand policy of the government. Favorites!
were given leases for 25 years on valuable
lands, paying % a mile if unusad, and;
§1.25 for each.thousand of cut. These men |
bolding large tracts sold these leases to!
United States companies, but managed toi
make a large rakewff. The lumb2r was!'
cut, but taken to the United“States to be:
manufactured, and no benefit accrued to'
New Brunswick. It was all right to have!
United States capital but New Brunswick ;
wanted the labor.

Considering this, Mr. Mosher felt that!
he should do all he couid to protect the|
province. The law .provided that timher;
should not bé cut under ten inches, but]
he had it on reliable authority that the!
Jur “er was cuftdown as low as five or six
; s, If this went con in a few years, |

“Brunswick would be a barren.

1 speaking of the agricultural policy,
Mosher pointed out that the grants
the agricultural soeizties were “being!

f

down, in some cases as much as 100 preceded the Blair government. This he' grar fiFG. cO.

affecting .

in other

'per cent. Thisedid not show interest in
the welfare of the farmer. Though the
government boasted of their agricultural’

policy, their action in decreasing the‘

grants showed they had no real sym-|

pathy for the farmer. i
Mr. Mosher's address won hearty|

plaudits.

Mr. Olark.

Alfred H. Clark was greeted with voci-
ferous applause. Though it was the first
occasion on which he had addressed a
Fairville audienee in provincial politics, he‘
had- before spoken on municipal matters,
and it could not be said that his words,
had not been true. |

Mr. Lowell, he said, claimed that he|
had devoted all his energies to the ad-
vancement of the best interests of St.
John. Mr. Lowell’'s record, however, was
not &o good as.he tried to make it appear.

| Legislation took from the street railway

the responsibility of clearing the snow and
had given it to the highway board. This
was a blow to the laboring man as the|
street railway paid twice the wages that|
the highway board were able to pay. 1’

Mr. Lowell took the credit upon himself |
for securing the ligliting of the Suspension '
bridge. This was a matter that had been
advocated by the newspapers fr years.
Secured on the eve of election, the ocon-
tract- had been given to the street rail-
way company instead of having the power
at the asylum utilized. The accounts
showed that there was surplus power at
the asylum, but the government prefer-
red to give the contract.

Provincial Hospital Matters,

Mr. Clark repeated the charges made at
the nominating convention in December
that an official of the Provincial Hoepital
was profiting by the labor of the inmates
and there was nothing to show in the ac-
counts that any compensation was made
for the work. “The Steeves’ estdte belongs
to one of the officials,” said Mr. Clark,
“yet it has been tilled by the govern-
ment, manned by the government though
it has never been shown that it is under
lease. The hay on the place .adjoining, |
which is owned: by the government, is
hauled ‘to the same barn.”

Was this a honest way to do business?
asked Mr. Clark. “Would you manage
your own property like this?”

The school book question was a burning
question. It was plain that the rates here
were twice the cost of the Ontario books.
The government claimed that the rates
were not exorbitant and yet they showed
inconsistency by agreeing to appoint a
commission to inquire into the cost.

Mr. Clark was heartily applauded for his
speech. d

W. 8. Fisher.

W. 8. Fisher was called on. He said
that as a business man he could not but
help take an interest in the provincial is-

i
r

J. P. Mosher. 1‘

sues. Never before had he made a politi- |
cal speech in provineial politics, but he'
couid not help feeling that it was time for ,
a change. He spoke of the need of thor-,
ough organization in order to send two

I good men and true to support Premier |

| Hazen.

{(h !
Bapkrupt

o).
faved the province if a halt |

eiter men put at the
> not casting ariy;
he was bound to say

|

i

l
that those in vz -had not managed
things opewdontly or as a business man |
would ilike to manazs his own affairs. |

In this e nicte men were needed.
In this ¢ 1:nt had fallen |
absolutely i { made no efford
i to bring the vich valleys. |
During th wnths a great iron
mine ‘had en d a2 the north,
and a gentieman of had told

At |

1,600 199

him he saw
Lepreaux, too
opened up
bilities needed men vy
right men were in power the righ
would prevail

Me. Fisher told the story of Judgze Wilk
rich and
in The Tel
Judge Wil at the | sl
government, o city he found in
charge a man who < » lim 1o in-
formation as {o' vacant farms, and who

also appeared indifferent.
Mr. Powell.
H. A. Powell, K.

C., was given an en-

thusiastic reception. Afler some pleasan-
ties he spoke of his own political exper-
ience and his association with Hon. Il
A. McKeown. He belicved that he had]
not changed but Hon. Mr. MceKeown had. |
He well remembered the ferce denuncia-
tion of Mr., Lalillois, who, according .o
Mr. MeKeown, had vaulted the fence for
the tult of herbiage he found,

Mr. Powell spoke at some lengt

public debt. It had been chaiged 1ihat
no two opposition men agreed on the size
of the deby and this might well be irue,
as there was no one place where reliable
information might be obtained as to the;
public accounts. It had been stated by

Premier Robinson that the debt was a
legacy from the King government, which

|

| Powell cited a number

i letter b.''-

would deny. Although the King govern-
ment hed mangurated the policy of subsi-
dizing yet no railway has been or could

be subsidized without an order-in-coun-il
from the present government. ;

In order to place his predecessors in «s
bad a light as possible Mr. Blair had em-
ployed, not a bookkeeper from Toronto,
but a commission, consisting of Hon. Wm.
Elder and others. They found the debt
to be at that time, 1884, just $320,000. At
the present time it was estimated to be
all the way from $4,000,000 to $9,000,000.
For himself he had decided Mr. Hazen's
figures as something more than $8,000,000
were correct.

It was hard to form a cotrect estimate
owing to the risk of the bonds. For in-
stance, should the International Railway
fail, the government would have to shoul-
der the respensibility. Mr. Powell then
went into the history of the International,
the misrepresentation and coercion used
in securing the passing of legislation to
guarantee the bonds. He also pointed
out the danger which menaced the pulp-
wood industry on the North Shore. To
make the road a success Mr. Powell said
a bridge one mile long and with piers
longer than those of the cantilever bridge
would have to be built and the people of

| the province would be asked to bear the

expense.

The speaker also dealt with the Beers-
ville railway from Adamsville to Mill
Branch and declared it would have been
better for the people to have paid the
coal company $5 a ton to have the coal
left in the ground for all eternity.

Speaking of general expenditure, Mr.
of extravagant
business transactions and charged that
while Dr. Pugsley was in office he drew
more salary than all the King government

i togetHer.

Mr. Powell spoke at some length on

| crown lands and criticized the policy cof

leasing. lands for a long term of years.
Lessees had been known to sell their
rights for large sums, owing to incréase in
value. He also made the charges re-
garding dishonest, administration and chal-
lenged Pr. Pugsley to send a writ in an

{ action for slander.

Mr. Powell also criticized the govern-
ment strongly for creating the seventh
Jjudgeship.

W. W. Hubbard, opposition organizer,
told of cheering reports from every part

, of the province and predicted a victory

for Mosher and Clark.

ILBERT WOMM
"~ OUND DEAD IN'BED

Death of Mrs. Levi T. Steeves Shocks
Community—Mrs. Hueston Stew-
art Dead. :

Hopewell Cape, Feb. 12—(Special)—~The
residents® of this place were shocked to-
day to hear of the sudden death of Mrs.
Levi T. Steeves, who was found dead in
bed by her husband this morning. She
had been ailing for two years and had been
seriously ill two months ago, but was re-
covering. She had not complained Tues-
day night. Her husband 'woke up and
found her dead in bed early this morn-

ing. .

M’rs. Steeves, who was about seventy
years .old, was the fourth wife of Mnr.
Steeves.. Her maiden name was Kinnie,
and she was a gister of Thomas Kinnie of
Harvey. Coroner Murray held an in-
quest at which Dr. Carnwath said that as
the result of a post mortem he had come
to the conclusion that death was due to
natural causes. The jury returned a ver
dict accordingly.

Mrs. Stewart, widow of Hueston Stew-
art, died this morning at the residence
of her sister, Mrs. Elliot, in Albert. She
had undergone several operations in River-
side hospital for inward trouble. She was
a daughter of the late Hugh Wright, of
Mountville, and is survived by one\son,
Robert, one step-son, Albion Stewart, on
the I. C. R., one step-daughter, Mamie
Stewart; two brothers, Wilmot Wright,
of Mountville, and Rufus Wright, of the
I. C.-R.; and two sisters, Mrs, Elliot,
and Miss Alice Wright, at Mountville.

There. will be an opposition rally to-
morrow night at Baltimore, Hillsboro par-
ish, at which the candidates and others
will speak.

ROOSEVELT’S EARNEST

WORDS TO RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Washington, Feb. 12—The chief interest
in today’s work of the general convention
of the Religious Education Association,

(centred in a reception ‘and an address to

the delegates by the president at the
White House.

Francis Greenwood Peabody, Harvard
(Mass.), was elected president.

The delegates were received in the east
room of the White House this afternoon
when the president addressed them as
follows:

“It is a very real pleasure to me to greet
the members of this association. I doubt
if there is any lesson more essential to
teach in an industrial democracy like ours
than the lesson that any failure to Yrain
the average citizen to a belief in the things
of the spirit no less than the things of
the body, must in e long run, entail
misfortune, shortcoming and possibly dis-
aster upon the nation itself. It is eminent-
ly right that we Americans should be
proud of our material “prosperity. It is

|l eminently right that we should pride our-;

selves upon a widely diffused and ex-
ceedingly practical system of education.

'I believe in both, but .either. will avail '

if something else is not introduced to the
nation,
“In making an address in greeting any-

body like tvhis, I always want my words|

taken at their exact face value. I do not

believe ever in teaching what cannot be!

practiced. I do not want ever to hear a

. /man say to pay no regard to the things
_'of the body-in life as it is today.
" contrary, I will tell every young man that
(it is hig first duty to pull his own weight;
to take care of himself and take care of
¢ those dependent upon him. He cannot do|
.+ anything for others until he has first made

On the

certain that he will not be a burden
I want to see a man able
I want to

it
upon others,
to earn his ‘own livelihood.

'sea the woman able to do her part as

rousewife and mother. But all my plea
is that the man shall not be content with

ely that; that the man shall realize
F*or a certain point-has been reached
nt of his fortune, the increment

of his mat ‘ul_ well being amounts to but

‘very little rvaml ared to the result of effort

spent in other di™-‘tions.”

“Father,’” remarked t.,*e gay youth, ““I must
have $1,000 to pay my de*&.”’

“Your debts,” snorted (.~ old man, who
was a disciple of phonetic spel.lig, ‘‘you hay
no more excuse for heing in deéct than th
Philadelnhia Record.

nd us the
TWOSOLID GOLD
and Wiisend
addressnow.

ENCE R. 1., U. S. A.

Jewelry to gellat 10 cel
B1.20 and we wills
filled RINGS. We trust
it all charges paid. Se

WIKE MEN BLOWN TO

- ATOMS N MONTREAL

Nitro-Glycerine Works Explode—Two
Buildings and Bodies of Victims
Torn to Shreds and No Portion of
Remains Found — Eight Women
Made Widows and Many Children
Left Fatherless.

Montreal, Feb. '11.—Nine men were
blown to pieces and several others in-
jured by an explosion at the works of
the Standard Explosives, Limited, on
Ile Perrot, fifteen miles from Montreal,
this afternoon. ‘
. Every man who was near the &cene of
the explosion was killed and those who
were injured were working in adjacent
buildin®® and were merely cut by glass
from the windows, which were blown in
by the force of the concussion.

“Tt is stated that no less than 2,000
pounds of nitro-glycerine, one of the most
terrific explosives known, went up and
the concussion ‘was so tremendous that

it was felt for a distance of at least
twelve miles, people at Coteau Junction
feeling the shock and mistaking it for an
earthquake.

The explosion- occurred a few minutes
before 1 o’clock. No one knows, or ever
will know, just where or how it started.
The work at the various factories was
progressing when all of a sudden an ap-

SIS KELSBN

T

palling detonation was heard, and the
whole countryside seemed to rock. Those:
who saw the explosion and lived to tell |
the story state that they suddenly felt a
terrific gshock, which was followed a mo-
ment later by another even more severe
and on looking around they saw a huge
sheet of flame and emoke rising skyward.
There were no shrieks of the wounded be-
cause the mortality had been complete. A
moment later the dust and smoke settled
down and nothing remained but for the
villagers to pick up the remains of the
victims which were gcattered over many
acres.

Victims Blown to Atoms.

. The scenes attending the search were
terrible, of the nine men who were killed
eight were blown into fragments. One
man, the foreman of the gang in the mix-
ing room, Pierre Mgnard, was killed but
his body was little mutilated. The others
were blown in all directions and it was
impossible to distinguish them.

No more gruesome task could be con-

ceived than that which faced the crowd
of men who a few minutes after the tra-
gedy started out to recover what wae left
of the nine victims. Over many acres of
ground were scattered pieces of human
bodies and bits of timpber from the build-
ing in which they were working when the
explosion oo¢urred. AIl their friends
could do was ‘to search through the
ground and try to gather the remains.
* Although it is known that the nine men,
working in the two buildings which blew
up, were killed the search up to the pres-
ent has only revealed the remains of four
of the dead. Outside of the dead fore-
man there wad nothing to aid in identifi-
cation. of the rest but such scraps of cloth-
ying as hung to the dismembered bits of
flesh. In this way part of one man was
identified by ehreds of his clothing which
still hung to part of his leg, which was
found some ' distance away and in the
same way other parts were identified until
the remains of four men were gathered.

Many Made Widows and Orphans

The ecalamity has thrown the village of
Vaudreuil into mourning. All the mén
killed lived in Vaudreuil and eight of
them were married. In a few seconds
eight wives were made widows, and no
less than thirty-two children were or-
phaned. <

Of the latter one was born a couple of
hours after the explosion, the mother’s
despair over the tragic death of her hus-
band hastening the event.

At the time the accident happened there
were 150 men working in the various fac-
tories of the company. That the mortality
is not greater is due to the fact that, owing
to the great danger of the work, all the
various departments had been housed in
separate buildings, which were 100 yards or
more apart. In this way the workers in
the other departments suffered nothing
more than a tremendous shock.

Cause of Explosion Unknowh.

As to the cause of the explosion, Super-
intendent Johnson said tonight that it
would never be known. Two buildings
had blown up, the factory where the nitro-
glycerine was made and the mixing rogm
where it was converted into dynamite.
From what could be learned, first one
building and then the other had blown up
within a few seconds of each other. Which
went first or why can never be known,
singe the whole thing happened practically
within a couple of seconds and before any
one around could realize what had hap-
pened the two buildings had been scattered
to the winds and the nine men blown to
| pleces.

Superintendent Johnson stated that so
far as he could judge the disaster had been
caused by carelessness on the part of some
one. A batch of glycerine had been run
off a short time before the explosion, so
that it could not have gone up during the
niaking, and the indications were, there-
fcre, that some one had blundered in the
mixing room, where the nitro-glycerine was :
treated for conversion into dynamite and
giant powder.

son.

The Dead. ‘

Pierre Menard, the foreman, who leavesl
|2 widow and two children.
Baptiste Robillard, who leaves a widow |
| and two children.
| Joseph Roson, who leaves a widow and
three children.

Urgel Lauzon, single.

Arthur Legault, who leaves a widow but

no children. i

Fortunat Trepanier, who leaves a widow |

! and ten children. i

David Dumberry, who leaves a wife and |
six children.

Joseph Henripain, who leaves a wife and |

! six children. - |

. George Rousseau, who leaves a wife and |

' six children.

WOULD EXCLUDE

|

- AUTOMOBILES FROM

~ COUNTRY ROADS

i Toronto, Feb. 12—FEight fest long, and
| more to come, is the size of a petition
| which Dr. R. E. Clapp, M. P. P. for,
South Bruce, presented to the legislature'
this afternoon. The petition eomes from !
the” township of Brant, and wants auto-
mobiles entirely excluded from the coun-
try roads. e

! do not deny that I was with the other

WAS THE SLAYER

Third Man Arrested Puts Onus
of Somerville Murder on
St. John Man

WAS NOT IN ST. JOUN

Relative of Kelson Denies Published
Story That He Was in St. John
Two Months Ago—Chas.' F. Gil-
more, Blamed by First Two Arrest-
ed, Now Accuses Kelson.

Charles Francis Giimore, the third man
wanted in connection with the murder of
Charles E. Bushee, the Somerville drug-
gist, was arrested in Roxbury Monday
evening. The other two men are Oscar_L.
Kelson, who grew up in St. John, and
John J. Killian, both of whom are in the
East Cambridge jail awaiting the action of
the grand jury.

Kelson in his confession places the
burden of the blame for the murder on
Gilmore. The latter, in a confession to
the police, however, says that Kelson was
the chief offender and that Killian planned
the job. Gilmore also says that the rob-
bery was deliberately planned and there
was no: intention of killing Bushee when
the trio went into the store. The original
idea, according to Gilmore, was to knock
Bushee insensible and then ransack the
place.

Kelson Not in 8t. John Lately.

The statement published jn local papers
that Kelson was in St. John on a schooner
two months ago is not correct. It was
Kelson’s brother who was here.

In his confession to the police, Gilmore
said:

“Kelson had a revolver in his pocket and
the club under his coat when he went into
the store that night. When the old man
turned around to get paregoric which Kil-
lian asked for, Kelson drew out the club
and hit Bushee a terrific blown on the
back of the head. This only stunned him
and he did not fall. Kelson ran around be-
hind the counter and sfruck Bushee an-
other blow on the head, which brought
him to the fidor. Killian put the lights
out and I ran away, escaping through the
rear door.”

Gilmore says he did not go back to the
store the same night, but that the other
two men did. Gilmore admits that as he
was running through the store he grabbed
two rolls of coppers, amounting to $1.50.
This sum he later divided with Killian,
whom he met in a restaurant at 11 o’clock
the same night. Since that time he has
met Killian twice, but has not seen Kel-

Gilmore’s Confession.

The story which Gilmore told the police
follows: :

“During the latter part of December the
job on the Bushee drug store in S8omerville
avenue, Somerville, was put up to me by
Killian and Kelson, both of whom I met
in a pool room in Roxbury. Killian was
the man who planned it, told us that there
was lots of money there and it would be
easy to get it if we were careful.

“Some time during the early part of the
first week in January the three of us went
to Somerville one night and looked the
place over, and we made another visit on
the night of Jan. 5, just as old man
Bushee was closing up. At that time it
was finally decided that the three of us
would go out there on Jan. 12 and rob
the old man and his place.

“On the night the job was planned to
take place we met in the pool room by ar-
rangement and rode on an electric car to
Union square, reaching the vicinity of the
Bushee store about 9 o’clock. We .strolled
about for a short time, ‘sizing up’ the
place, and when the coast was clear we
started inside.

‘“Kelson had the club under his coat and
a gun in his pocket. He was the only one
of us who had weapons of any kind. Kil-
lian led the way, Kelson was close be-
hind, and I was the last one of the gang.
Killian went up to the old man and said:
‘Give me five cents’ worth of paregoric.’
Bushee walked behind the counter and
reached up on the shelf for a big bottle,
and as he did so, Kelson jumped up be-
hind him and hit him a heavy blow with
the stick. The old man was stunned By
the blow, but did not fall as we expected
he would. i

“‘For God’s sake don’t murder me,’
Bushee shouted, and, as the latter reeled
about, Kelson ran around behind the
counter and struck him another blow.
This time Bushee fell unconscious and I
thought he .was pretty badly hurt. While
this was going on Killian locked the door
and put out the lights, leaving the place
in darkness. I was frightened and ran
through the store, down stairs and out of
the back door. On my way I grabbed two
rolls of money, which later turned out to
be $1.50 in pennies.

“When I got outside .I ran down sev-
eral streets and finally reached Union
square, where I took a car and came di-
rectly to Boston, reaching the city about
10 o’clock. An hour later I met Killian
at Tupper’s restaurant on Columbus
avenue, where I divided the money with
him and went to my home on Dorr street,
Roxbury. Since then I have never seen
Kelson, but have met Killian énce or
twice.

“I did not have a club and I did not
strike Bushee. The man who did the job’
was Kelson, but they are trying to place
the blame on me. They knew that I was
dragged into it and that it was easier to
put 1t tp to me rather than stand it them-
selves.

“After the Bushee job I met Killian one
day, and he told me that he and Kelson
went back to the store after I had left
and found old man Bushee lying on his
bed with a handkerchief over his face and
a revolver in his hand. ‘You bet I was
pleased,’” Killian told me, ‘for 1 thought
that the old fellow was done for when
Kelson laid him out with that second
crack. Killian also told me that the club
was hidden under the weighing machine in
the store, as it would be better to hide it
there than carry it around.

“Killian knows as well as I do how the
whole thing was done. Killian had a
ccusin who used to work for Bushee, and
in some way Killian got an idea that lots
of money was kept hidden in the store,
and that was what we were after. Why,
the club was made by Kelson and was
filled with about a pound of lead which he
melted and poured into the end of it. I

two fellows, and now that the whole thing
is out I would admit it if [ was the one
who struck poor Bushee.”

Kelson has relatives in St. John, and

this
yes-
was ]

they feel keenly the position in which
affair has placed them. One of them
terday said it was untrue that Oscar
in St. John two months ago.

CROCKET PUTS LEMIEUX -
IN CURIOUS POSITION

Denied Knowledge of Woodstock Postmaster’s Par-
tizanshlp After He is Notified of It

Postmaster General Tells Member for York That News-
paper Report of Charles L. Smith’s Political Speech is
Not Evidence That He Spoke—P. E. Island Ice-Breaker
Tenders Provoke Discussion. '

Ottawa, Feb. 11—0. 8. Crocket, in the
house today, said that the postmaster
general had answered a question yester-
day stating 'that his attention had not
been called to the postmaster of Wood-
stock (N. B.), having taken part in pro-
vincial elections. Now he (Crocket) had
sent a letter to the postmaster general
enclosing a cutting from a Woodstock
paper stating that the postmaster took
part in a political meeting at Woodstock.
He (Crocket) had also received a letter in
addition to the clipping that the post-
master had taken part in politics. He had
received a reply from the postmaster gen-
eral to his letter, yet the minister said
that his attention was not called to it.
That required some explanation.

Mr. Lemieux said that he did not con-
sider his attention was called to it by
merely enclosing a clipping from a paper.
He stated in his letter to Mr. Crocket
that postmasters were not allowed to
take part in politics and he would write
to the postmaster at once. !

Mr. Crocket thought the informstionl he
supplied was quite sutficient for the pur
poses of the miniater.

Mr. Houghton (Lennox) added that
members were not supposed to be detec-
tives to make charges. It was the duty
of the minister to act once his attention
was directed to any complaint and a news-
paper report ought to be good enough for
that.

Hibbert Tupper’s Denial,

R. L. Borden, leader of the opposition,
said in the house today that Sir Hibbert
Tupper was written to in regard to the
statement made by the minister of marine
in respect to the expenses of Sir Hib-
bert at the Behring Sea commission. The
minister of marine stated that a certain
amount was paid for expenses and in ad-
dition an amount was pajd by the British
government for whom Sir Hibbert was
British agent. The leader of the opposition
said that Sir Hibbert denied thie, saying
that the statement was unfounded.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said that he would
call the minister’s attention to the mat-
ter.

Dr. Sproul wanted to know under what
conditions Blair and Munro were candi-
dates for municipal positions in Stellar-
ton, where the department had issued a
circular preventing railway employes from
taking part in municipal government.

Mr. Graham said that there were cer-
tain locations where. the people insisted
upon having a railway employe and when

‘it was shown that the interests of the

railway and the duties of the official were
not interfered with then the department
would not step in to deprive the man of
his right of citizenship. This was the
policy pursued by other railway corpora-
tions. The circular said that in exception-
al cases would employes be allowed to be-
come candidates and that was the line
the department took.

Seed Grain Dlstributlon;

When the regulations for seed grain to
western settlers ‘came up for discussion
Mr. Lake (Qu’Appelle) moved an amend-
ment extending the time for repayment of
the amount loaned to the settler from
one to three years, and that it be paid
in three annual installments. Any per-
son who desired to do eo could pay in _one
year.

Mr. Oliver said that the arrangements
were made with the local governments
and he thought it would be better to
adopt them as they stood. One year suit-
ed the provinces and it would not be
fair to give more time to the homesteader
than to the others with whom the prov-
inces were dealing. The homesteader would
not have a grievance because whatevar
was not paid on his homestead would be
charged up against the patent when the
patent was issued. As to extending the
parties to whom grain should go beyond
those who had lost their crops, as was
suggested, that would be a question for
consideration although he thought 1t
should come up after disposing of what
had been arranged with the provinces.

The amendment of Mr. Lake extending
the time of payment by settlers for seed
grain was lost, fifty-eight voting for and
ninety-eight against.

The house then took up supply on pub-
lic works estimates. In reply to questions
from Prince Edward Island members, Mr.
Brodeur said that he had just asked for
tenders in Britain and Canada for the new
ice breaker to be used between Prince Ed-
ward Island and the mainland. What was
wanted was a good boat. This was of
more importance than to rush the con-
struction.

Mr. McCarthy (Simcoe) argued in favor
cf having the ice breaker built in Canada.

Mr. Brodeur said that Canadians would
no doubt tender.

Mr. McCarthy said that ship building
was the only industry in Canada that was
not protected.

Mr. Hughes (P. E. 1.) did not think that
any Canadian firm could build the class of
ice-breaker required. It would be folly to
endeavor to save a few thousands on con-
struction. What was wanted was the best.

Mr. Brodeur said that tenders would be
up on March 15.

Mr. Sinclair said- that the preference
should be given to Canadian shipbuilding.
Canada had less ships last year than the

year before. Something ought to be done
to assist the industry.
Dr. Daniel (St. John) supported the

view taken by Messrs. McCarthy and Sin-
clair. He was net sure that an ice-breaker
such as was wanted could be built on the
great lakes and taken through the canals.
However, he thought something should be
done to assist the shipbuilding industry by
removing the duty from material that went
into the building of ships. Ontario prob-
ably was holding its own in this industry,

but in the other provinces there was a|

decline.

The senate today passed through its dif-
ferent stages the bill granting $2,850,000 for
seed grain to western settlems.

Ottawa, Feb. 12—Mr. Stanfield (Col-
chester) was informed in the house today
by the minister or railways that the de-
partment had not under consideration at
present an increase of wages for the inini-
mum paid employes of the I. C. R.

In answer to a question *Mr. Ayles-
worth said that W. Fraser, K. C., of
Ottawa, received $10,911 for legal services
from the departments.

Answering a question in the house to-
day, Mr. Fielding said that the adminis-

tration of justice was in the hands of the
provinces and one of the provinces already
had taken action upon the finding of the
report of the committee of last session
upon the lumber combine.

A. K. MacLean (Lunenburg) moved to
amend the rules of the house so that two
days’ notice would be given to move or
discuss a question. The house, he said,
was frequently taken by surprise, and it
was to prevent this. i

R. L. Borden opposed the amendment,
as it would take away from the opposition:
a privilege they now emjoyed of moving
such amendments on going into supply.
The habit now was to give the pxgmier or
the minister concerned notice.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier agreed with Mr.
Borden, and Mr. MacLean withdrew hia
amendment. :

Mester and Mates Bill.

Mr. Lancaster moved the second read-
ing of his bill to confine certificates to
masters and mates in Canadian ships on
inland and coatsing waters to British
subjects. This was following the course
taken by the United States.

Mr. McCarthy (Simcoe) supported the
bill, as did MacPherson (Vancouver), and
Pardee (Lambton). ]

A. K. MacLean said that he could not
agree to the bill because it was impos-
sible to obtain qualified men in the man-
time provinces for mates. Shipping mén
were not in favor of the bill. In the
maritime provinces there was no competi-
tion from the United States, and it was
well known that in the maritime prov-
inces Canadians did ' not officer many
Canadian boats. While having some sym-
pathy for the principle, he could not sup-
port the bill. b

Hon. Mr. Brodeur did not think Mr.
Lancaster was consistent in confining his
bill to inland waters and coasting. It
was equally as important that it should
apply to the high seas as well. However,
it was doubtful in view of the position of
Canada to the merchant shipping act and
imperial legislation if we had jurisdiction
with this matter. It was his intention io
look into this and present a bill this ses-
sion which would carry out in another
way what was proposed. The bill would
be referred to the British government be-
fore becoming law.

Mr. Sinclair (Guysboro), said that un-
der the bill no foreigner ever could become
a master or mate because he would have
to come to Canada and stay for three
years before going up for his examination.
He was opposed to the bill being applied
to the Maritime Provinces. If necessary
it could be applied to the inland waters.

R. L. Borden spoke of a reference to the
supreme court as to our powers, or it
might be to the privy council. What
might be better would be as the minister
suggested to have our own statutes brought
in harmony with imperia! legislation.

Mr. Lancaster was willing to cut out
coasting - voyages and have it applied to
inland waters. There could be no difficulty
as to jurisdiction in dealing with  inland
waters, x

Mr. Brodeur read an opinion of the de-
puty minister of justice, that such a bill
weuld have tq get imperial approval. And
as he already stated he would bring down
a bill of a general character dealing with
this and other questions such as engineers,
and therefore he would ask the bill to
stand over, which was done. |

8t. John Office Long Vacant.

In connection with examination of
master and mates, Dr. Daniq] said: “Two
years ago, there was always an examina-
tion held in tke port of St. John, but, 1
believe, not lately. Why are not the ex-
aminations still held in St. John?

Mr. Brodeur—I am surprised to hear
that they are not.

Dr. Daniel—Captain Douglas used to be
there.

Mr. Brodeur—I am told that the posi-
tion is now vacant.

Dr. oaniel—And has been
time. I

Mr. Bordeur—The officer who takes tl:is
position must pass a very severe examina-
tion, and it i8 not always easy to find
the man. But I do not know that that
is the reason tor the vacancy.

Dr. Daniel—I should think the minister
would have no difficulty in making a suit-
able appointment. 1 have received com-
plaints that persons to be examined had to
go to Halifax or somewhere else for the
examination, when, if there were no ex-
aminer at St. John, the examiners should
have been brought to St. John, instead of
compelling those who are to be examined
to go to a distant part of the country. I
believe that, according to the report of
the marine and fisheries department, ex-
aminations will be held there for certifi-
cates to qualify men for foreign sea voy-
ages. But, as I understand it, every year
or two examinations have been held in the
port of St. John and as it is the great
port of the Maritime Provinces, I do not
sece why it is omitted.

Mr. Brodeur—I do not know the reason
this vacancy has not been filled. My im-
pression is that it is the difficulty of find-
mg a person who can pass the examina-
tion. But I will inquire and will get the
true reason.

Dr. Daniel—If there is no one there fit
to take such a position why not bring
some appointee from another part of the
country so that the men could pass their
examinations there.
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