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THERE HAS BEEN NO GONFLICT

- BETWEEN MINERS AND TROOPS.

Philadelphia, Sept. 24—Instead of the
expected clash between the troops and
striking miners in the Schuylkill region
today a peaceful calm pervaded the
region and there was not the slightest

" disorder for the soldiers to be called
-upon to quell. In fact in all the districts
of the anthracite coal fields, the day was
exteremely quiet, there being no demon-
strations whatever on the part of the
strikers.

While the operators claim that a num-
ber of their employes returned to work
at the mines in the Schuylkill region, it
was early in the day evident that opera-
tions did not assume the activity which
the mine owners had yesterday anticipat-
ed, and indications tonight are that to-
morrow will find more idle collieries than
at any time since the strike began.

The soldiers moved over the roads lead-
ing to the collieries in Schuylkill county
from early morning and thus afford pro-
tection to those desirious of returning to
work. No opposition was encountered,
however, and not a very great many avail-
ed themselves of the protection offered.

The strike leaders claim many additions
to their ranks. No overtures to end the
struggle have been offered by either side.
The strike leaders are occupying them-

selves in inducing mine workers to quit

and the operators are endeavoring to mine
all thé coal they can with their reduced
forces.

Meantime coal shipments from the mines
are daily growing less and reports of ad-
vances in prices for the commodity are re-
ceived from all trading sections.

HAZELTON SITUATION.

Both Sides Claim to Have Made Gains.

Hazelton, Pa., Sept. 24.—Contrary to
expectations of both the operators and the
striking coal miners, there were no devel-
opments in the strike situation in the
Lehigh region today. It was thought in
some quarters that, owing to the pres-
ence of troops in the anthracite field, a

. break would occur in the ranks of the
strikers, or that a large number of addi-
tional men would refrain from going to
work. The operators as a rule predicted
a break in the strikers’ ranks and the
labor leaders were equally sure they
wiould tie up this region tighter than ever.

Tonight both sides claim they have made
good gains., It seems, however, from the
maost reliable reports received
here today from the entire
region, that the strikers made a
net gain in point of numbers. The M. 8.
Kommerer colliery at Sandy Run, on the
north side, was tied up today, but the
operation is not a large one. There were
many stories afloat in regard to the situ-
ation at the Lattimer mines. The strike
leaders asserted that the colliery at that
place was completely tied up, but when
a representative of the Calvin Pardee Com-
pany, which owns the mines, was asked
about the situation there, he said the
colliery was running along as usual and
that only about 50 out of 1,100 employes
had failed to go into the slopes today-
The United Mine Workers have been
working hard to get the Lattimer men to
quit. The most of the other collieries
in the Hazelton district, which have not
yet been shut down entirely, reported that
their working forces had been more or
less increased. This the labor people de-
¢lare to be untrue.

President Mitchell, in discussing the
situation in the entire strike region to-
night, said:

“Reports received by me tonight from
the lower anthracite (Schuylkill) region,
indicate that at least 2,000 mine workers
joined the strikers today. A large num-
ber of these came from the Reading Com-
pany’s mines. In the Lehigh region were
made large gains. I have not received
definite figures, but I should judge that
the number of men heretofore working
and who did not go into the mines in
this district today numbered between 600
and 800. .

“The meetings held on Sunday by the
United Mine Workers at which men who

. had not struck were strongly urged to
help in the fight, bore fruit. As a whole
1 feel more eneouraged tonight than I
have at any time since the sirike begun
and I am confident that within the next
few days the entire anthracite coal field
in Pennsylvania will be idle.

““At no place today did we lose a man.”

In regard to the efforts of Archbishop
Ryan, of Philadelphia, to bring about a
settlement through arbitration, Mr.
Mitchell said:

“Archbishop Ryan will call upon the
presidents of the various mailways, which
have mining interests in this rvegion, at
the request of the Umited Mine Workers
and will tender his good offices in the
struggle. 1f the officials refuse to meet
his grace it will certainly demonstrate
their insincerity in publicly declaring
their willingness to treat with their men
and will place them in the same position
as that once occupied by Mr. Vanderbilt,
who very forcibly said that the public

had no interests which a corporation was
bound to respect.”

When Mr. Mitchell was asked if the
striking miners had received any benefits
from the United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica since the strike was inaugurated, he
simply said:

l‘No.!’

Mr. Mitchell was a busy man at the
United Mine Workers’ headquarters to-
day. He held numerous conferences with
organizers and others in regard to the
carrying out of plans for continuing the
fight against the operators.

’D}:em is not the slightest change in
the situation in regard to a settlement
of the labor war. Neither side has ap-
proached the other and there is nothing
in view which would indicate that any-
thing will soon be done in that direction.
The United Mine Workers are still devot-
ing most of their attention to getting out
the men, while the operators are doing
the best they can  with® their crippled
forces.

Considerable interest is attached to the

answer the firm of . B. Markle & Co.
will make to the grievances presented by
its employes. The firm has intimated that
it will make some sort of a concession to
the men, but refuses to say what it will
be until tomorrow, when the 10 days in
which the firm was allowed to make an
answer will expire. The firm will issue
a long statement in which it will give
s answer and this will be made public
tomorrow night. The action of the Markle
firm will be closely watched by other in-
dividual operators and it is believed by
some who are in toudh with the situaton
that if the firm reaches a satisfactory
settlement with its men it might lead
other operators to open negotiations with
their employes.
_ The Markle firm has an agreement with
its men that if a satisfactory answer is
not made tomorrow the whole matter is
to be l_eﬂt.to two men, one to be selected
by each side, to arbitrate the differences.
If they fail to agree the two atbitrators
are to select a third person. i

The United Mine Workers are opposed
to arbitration on this plan.

President Mitchell, in his statement a
few days ago, said the United Mine
Workers are willing to arbitrate if all the
negotiations are carried on simultan-
eously.

The entire Hazelton region was ex-

stremely quiet throughout the day, not a

single case of violence was reported from
any town. A better feeling now prevails
and the fear of trouble seems to be dis-
appearing.

The batitalion of the 8th regiment which
arrived at McAdoo, five miles from here,
!pod:ly, and which made a demonstration
in that town and surrounding country,
returned to Shenandoah at 4 o’clock this
afternoon. :

Funeral of the Striker.

Shenandoah, Pa., Sept. 24.—John
Chomitzki, the Polander who was shot
and killed during the riot last Friday,
was buried to-day. The fuueral was an
impressive spectacle, fully 5,000 mine
workers following the body to the grave.
The procession was headed by the Lithu-
anian band of this city. When the mine
workers reached the Chomitzski home
they stood in line and as the hearse, the
only vehicle in the procession, moved
to the front every hat was raised. KEach
man wore a small piece of crape pinned
to the lapel of' his coat.

Object to Troops.

Pottsville, Pa., Sept. 24.—Every opera-
tion in the Mahanoy Valley, save the
Lawrence colliery at Mananoy Plain,
was to-day shut down. Only pump and
fan runners and the bosses were at work.
Fully 10,000 mine workers are now idle
in the valley. At Gilberton the mine
workers to-day resolved to quit work.
Tt was contended at this meeting that
since the militia has ben brought into
the region it was their duty to go out,
because the appearance of an armed foree
was a reflection upon those who had been
peaceable and Jaw abiding. The state-
ment was made that the men were
willing to work if the troops were re-
called.

Instructed to Shoot.

Shenandoah, Pa., Sept. 24.—The peace
which pervades the entire coal field is in
danger of being disturbed. General Gobin
received information that an attack was
to be made on Preston No. 3 mine of
the Reading Company at Girardville,

about eight miles from here. Troops
were ordered there.
A disturbance was expected at the

Cambridge colliery, south of here. Of
the 140 men employed at the mine 130
went to work to-day. Every man is said
to be armed. J. McGinnis, one of the
officials of the company, addressed the
men this afternoon, and said:

“Fight if you must. Retreat when at-
tacked. 1 will fire the first shot. When
1 do, fight for your lives. Don’t shoot
until I do and then shoot to kill.”

OTTAWA NEWS.

-
o

The Yarmouth Steamship Company and the
Dominion Atlantic.

Ottawa, Sept. 24—(Special)—A meeting
of the railway committee of the privy
council will he held on Wednesday to
hear the application of the Yarmouth
Steamship Company in connection with its
dispute with the Dominion Atlantic Rail-
way. The Eastern Extension Railway ar-
bitrators will meet here on Thursday
next, ;

A number of trade inquiries has been re-
ceived from the high commissioner. A
wholesale confectioner in Scotland wants
to be put in communication with Canadian
exporters of strawberry -pulp, a British
firm wants the name of Canadian brush-
makers. ; - &

ESCAPED FROM POLICE.

An Amherst Rogue Makes a Dash Into the
Dark.

Ambherst, Sept. 24—(Special)—Dur.ng the
past week petty burgaries have occurred
in the bus‘ness portion of the town. On
Sa‘urday Officer Brownell arrested al
young man by the name of James Edgar
Smith, formerly of Kentville, N. 8., buf
who has resided in Amherst for about ]
year gnd a half. He was taken to his
rooms, where search was being made and
some cash and articles discovered which
were identified as among those missing.
While one of the pol'ce was answering
a summons at the door Smith dashed by
him and escaped by the back stairs and
cwing to th: darkness of the night the
police were unable to find him again.
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A LEAN AND A FAT YEAR

OTTAWA, Sept. 24,—(Special.)—The following is a comparison of Canada’s trade
for the years 1896 and 1900 :

1896, 1900,

: Tory Rule, Liberal Rule.
Aggregate foreign trade, - i - - $239,025,360 $381,625,855
A vt oty o™ | saosasir  aonsohgms
Total exports Canadian and Foreign Produce, - - 121,013,852 191,897,446
Total exports Canadian produce only, - - - 109,915,337 170,650,985
Total imports, - - - - - - 118,011,508 189,728,409
Total imports entered for home consumption, - . 110,587,480 180,907,921
Total exports agricultural products, and animals and

their produce, all the produce of Canada, - } 9959 1,002 83,320,085
Total exports Canadian manufacturers, - - - 9,365,384 13,692,773
Total exports Canadian mine products, - - 8,059 650 24,580,266
Total exports Canadian forest products, - - - 27,175,686 30,050,018
Imports for consumption from Great Britain, - - 32,979,742 44,644,764
Exports of Canadian produce to Great ﬁritaiu, - - 62,718,041 97,452,716
Exports of agricultural produce, and animals and their | :

produce, the produce of Canada to Great Britain, | 42,074,387 72,559,421
Exports of Canadian manufactures to Great Britain, - 3,799,266 5,534,198
Exports of Canadian forest produce to Great Britain, - 12,186,806 15,055,411
Exports of Canadian butter to Great Britain—in 1896, | 8 .

4,970,047 1bs; in 1900, 24,317,436 Ibs, - = T3 4940
Exports of Canadian cheese to Great Britain—in 1896,

164,410,940 1bs; in 1900, 185,627,757 lbs, - -4 "ahane 19,815,008
Exports of Canadian eggs to Great Britain—in 1896, |

5,585,725 doz; in 1900, 10,108,843 doz, - ] 794,758 1,447,030
Exports of Canadian bacon and hams to Great Britain '

—in 1896, 53,618,513 lbs; in 1900, 134,949,129 1bs, } 4,370,349 12,749,175

KILLED BY A FALL

Dingee Scribner Fatally Hurt
at Hampton,

A SHYING HORSE

Threw Him from a Carriage--Death
Was Instantaneous -- Sketch of
His Life--A Prominent Mason--
Well Known to Sportsmen,

The startling news reached Mrs. Din-
gee Scribner yesterday afternoon that her
husband, whose name was a familiar
one to almost everybody in the city, had
been killed at Hampton. It was a sad
shock, for Mr. Scribner had gone away
only Saturday evening to emjoy, at the
earnest invitation of his brother, a holi-
day at Hampton with a chance of some
partridge shooting. The news was con-
veyed to Mrs. Scribner by telegram and
no particulars were given, only there was
a request for her to go to Hampton. She
left on the first train for that place.

Mr. Seribner’s brother, Robert, lives at
Hampton Village and, with his wife, drove
to St. John last week. When returning
he wanted his brother to go with him
and spend a holiday at Hampton shoot-
ing, for he was very fond of life in the
woods. Mr. Scribner did not return
with his brother, but went by train on
Saturday evening. The next heard of
him was that he was killed yesterday
afternoon. This despatch was received by
the Telegraph last evening:

“Hampton, N. B., Sept. 24—(Special).—
While driving on Belleisle road this af-
ternoon Dingee Scribner, of St. John,
was instantly killed by being thrown from
a wagon. The horse shied at a hole in a
small bridge. Mr. Scribner falling out-
and alighting on his head broke his neck.
Mrs. Robert Scribner, of Hampton, was

killed over a year ago while driving the
same horse, because of its running away.”

Mr. Scribner was a very prominent
figure in Masonic circles and when the
sad news .of his death reached Grand
Master Forbes and others of the craft
the grand master telegraphed to Hampton
for particulars. He later sent a message
to Mr. A. W, Hicks, of Corinthian lodge,
Hampton, for the brethren there to look
after the remains.

Mr. Scribner was 83 years of age and
was wonderfully vigorous for one who had
passed the four score mark. He was
born in Queens county and came to St.
John when a young man. He worked
with Mr. E. E. Kenney in his piano-mak-
ing establishment and later was in part-
nership with him, the firm name being
Kenney & Scribner. At one time their
place of business was ofi the north side
of King Square, and again was at the
corner of Germain and Princess streets.
They finally dissolved partnership and
Mr. Kenney continued the business while
Mr. Scribner took up one which was
wholly congenial to his taste, that of
maker of fishing rods and dealer in these
and other sportsmen’s “supplies. Thor-
oughly fitted with the liking for the life
of the sportsman he often went on fishing
expeditions. For very many years he has
kept up his business on the corner of
King Square and Sydney street. Through
his thoroughness in business transcations,
his skill at his work, and his uprightness
of character, he came to be widley known
and everywhere esteemed. He had asso-
ciated himself early in life with the
Masonic body and, in fact, had been over
50 years a member of Hibernia Lodge, F.
& A. M., in which he attained to the
rank of past warden. In 1871, he was
chosen as tyler of St. John’s Lodge, and
has since been tyler of all the lodges and
the other Masonic bodies, also grand tyler
of Grand Lodge. He was one of the oldest
members of the order in New Brunswick
and was held in great respect by all mem-
bers of the craft. He had reached the
32nd degree in Masonry. He had also, d}xr-
ing part of his life been associated with
the Orange order and the Oddfellows. He
was out in the trouble of 49 and had a
place of honor in the big Orange demon-
stration here on the 12th of July two
years azo.

Mr. Scribner had been three times mar-
ried and his third wife, who was Mrs.
Hortense E. Watson of St. John, sur-
vives him. He also leaves two sons and
one daughter, born of his first wife. These
are Frederick, now resident in Boston;
William D., of Everett, Mass; and Mrs.
A. Ross, of Dorchester, Mass. His only
brother is Mr. Robert D. Secribner of
Hampton. His family were notified by
wire last evening of his death. Many
friends in St. John and other places will
read with regret of <his sudden passing
away.

THROWN BENEATH WHEELS,

Intercolonial Carpenter In-
stantly Killed.

STANDING ON PLATFORM

Of a Train When the Air Brakes
Were Applied--The Shock of
Stopping Hustled Him from the
Platform -- Dead When Taken
From the Track.

Ambherst, Sept. 24—(Special)—An acci-
dent occurred this morning by which Mr.
George E. W. Lutes, of Painsec Junction,
track carpenter, met his death. He had a
gang of men employed at Fort Lawrence,
about a mile and a half from the Amherst
station, and was returning from his home
at Painsec Junction, where _he had spent
Sundey with his family. He was on board
a special train in charge of Conductor
Armstrong. On the same train were two
cars of material for his use at Fort Taw-
rence. When they reached Fort Law-
rence and were slowing up, Brakeman
McKinnon came out of the van and was
applying the hand brake. He was follow-
ed out by Conductor Armstrong, who
stood on the step. The guard chain way
hooked. Mr. Lutes came out and stood
on the platform. When the air brakes
were applied Mr. Lutes was thrown over
the hand rail between the van and a box
car and the wheel of the van caught him
in the abdomen. Conductor Armstrong
caught him instantly but was unable to
remove him. He was carried about five
or six feet and before the train could be
stopped he was dead. He was taken into
the van by Brakeman McKinnon and Con-
ductor Armstrong.

The bedy was at once brought to Am-
herst and Dr. C. W. Biiss summoned. Ary
inquest was held this afternoon, which
decided death was purely accidemntal and
completely exonerating the trainmen. D:-
ceased was 63 years of age. He leaves
a widow and three children—G. J. Lutes,
station master at Nappan; W. A. Lutes,
brakeman on the I. C. R., and Minnie, a
daughter at home.

BOERS DEMORALIZED; INDEPENDENGE RESOLUTION.

Cape Town, Sept. 24.—Mr. J. W. Sauer,
the former commissioner of public works,
introduced an independence resolution in
the Qape parliament today, declaring that
the spirit of independence in the Trans-
vaal and Orange River colonies might be
kept down with bayonets for a time but
would mise again. The peace of South
Africa, he further asserted, called for the
restoration of the independence of the two
republics.

The premier, Sir J. Gordon Spriggs, re-
plied vigorously, advising Mr. Sauer to
address himself to Messrs. Kruger and
Stean.

In the course of the debate the premier,
referning to the attack on capitalists, aaifi
that Mr. Kruger was the greatest capi-
talist in the country, and that he was
not only a capitalist but a thief.

Mr. J. X. Merriam, who was colonial
treasurer in the Schreiner ministry, de-

E

clared in an impassioned speech that an-
nexation would result in England’s losing
South Africa, and in cven worse things,for
South Africa would lose England.

Several opposition speakers condemned
the premier’s reference to Mr. Kruger.

Mr. Schreiner, former premier, moved
an amendment to Mr. Sauer’s resolution
to the effect that the two republics ghould
be placed under the protection of the
Queen with a guarantee preserving their
national existence.

The house rejected the Schreiner
amendment and by a voté of 41 against
39 decided to go into:committee of supply
without discussing Mr. Sauer’s motion.
Roberts Reports.

London, Sept. 24—Lord Roberts reports
from Pretoria,.under ddte of September
24, that the guards under Pole-Carew, oc-
cupied Komatipoort this morning. The
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bridge was found intact, much rolling
stock, locomotives, and truckloads of
“Long Tom” ammunition were captured.
Only a few rifle shots were' fired. Lord
Roberts adds: “Paget has captured IEr-
asmus camp, 3,000 cattle, 8,600 sheep and
23 prisoners. Methuen has made another
biz haul of stock.”

On the Portugnese Frontier,

Lorenzo  Marquez, Sept. 24—DBritish
patrols have reached .Ahe Portuguese fron-
tier. Boers continue to cross above and
below the portion ‘held by the British.

Canadians Sick.
Ottawa, Sept. 24—A cable was received

today from Sir Alfred Milner, as follows: -

7,836, Smith, first Canadian Regiment of
Infantry, dangerously ill at Cape Town;
and 513, Hughes, and 528, Neil, E Battery,
Royal Canadian Artillery, dangerously ill
at Kimberley.”
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London, Sept. 25, 320 a. m.—A semi-
official announcement has ben issued in
St. Petersburg that the European cabin-
ets are engaged in an endeavor to in-
duce Germany to abandon her demand
for the surrender of the instigators of the
anti-foreign outrages as a preliminary to
peace negotiations.

The Vicenna correspondent of the Daily
Chronicle asserts that Russia’s reply to
the German note is very friendly, hut
that although it appears to consent to
Germany’s proposal it practically disap-
proves by asking whether it would not
be best to .open peace negotiations first
and to make the punishment of the in-
,atigators of the outrages thhe first subject
of discussion.

According to the Berlin correspondent
of the Daily Express, Germany will make
a new proposal, namely, that the groat
powers form an international court to
try the Chinese officials accused of com-
plicity in the outrages.

The Morning Post has
from its Shanghai correspondent, dated
yesterday:

“The Russians recently organized an ex-

the following

pedition towards Mukden, which has al-
ready reached Liao Yang, about midway
between Nin Chwang and Mukden, It
will probably encounter opposition.

ascendency creates a
The only hope {or
foreigners is that the pro-foreign viceroy

“Prince Tuan’s
very grave danger.
of Nankin Tias not yet been removed.
Tuan’s emissaries are working hard to
get him out of the way by maurder or
suicide.”

The British and continetal press is still

discussing America’s reply, which is gen- |

erally regarded as encouraging Li lung
Chang to delay the negotiations.

France’s Reply.

Paris, Sept. 24.—France’s reply to Ger-
many’s note making the possession of the
instigators of the Chinese troubles a pre-
liminary to peace megotiations is not en-
tirely an acceptance of the proposition.
France argues that punishment is meces-
sary, but would negotiate under ecertain
conditons without first punishing the
guilty officials. The foreign office in-
formed a representative of the Associated
Press to-day that M. Pichon, the Krench
minister at Pekin, would pass the winter
at the Chinese capital in spite of the dif-
ficulties of the telegraphie service. Tien
Tsin is considered uninhabitable after the
sacking of the citly. !
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POWERS STILL WONDERING
HOW 0 PUNISH CHINA
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France is not inelined to increase her |

Asiatic fleet, but possibly some gunboats
will be sent to navigate the small streams.

Occupied by Russians.

Vienna, Sept. 24.—The admiralty has
received the following despatch:

“Taku, Sept. 24.—The Russians ocen-
pied the fortifications at Lu Tai yester-
day.”

[T Tai is situated about 40 miles north-
west of Tien Tsin and is about 20 miles
due north of Taku.]

To Prevent Martydom.

Washington, Sept. 24-—The state depart-
ment was notitied last week of the fact
that the French government had adopted
an attitude similar to that of the United
States in replying to the GGerman note and
that fact was (llﬁy reported by the Asso-

ﬂ}l |
- ,?f
ciated Press. In addition it was state
that the government of Russia was in lit
with that of France in this mater. The
is a disposition to minimize the diﬂ'erené
between the United States and ‘German
on the point of delivery of the C-'hilﬁi
ringleaders before negotiations and it
pointed ‘out that our only reason for di
fering was a profound conviction that s
detcrrent effect could be produced \ﬂ%
the Chinese people, as a whole, only ‘y
allowing their own government to degral]
and punish the guilty parties. THe sam
punishment if applied by a foreign powe
it is said at the state department woul
utterly fail of a reformatory effect, as th
Chinese people would venerate the miem

ory of the martyrs, while the Chinese go¥
ernment, which arrogares to itself th

peculiar right to reward and punish affé
death, might clevate the victims of ﬁt,
allies acts and thus offer incentive for
repetition of the outrages. ]
Foster Wiil Net Go East i
-Washington, Sept. 24— Ex-Secreta
John W. Foster stated today that he
not expect to take part in the internati‘oﬁ
al Chinese negotiations. He said Li Hun
Chang had  expressed a desire that b
come to China and aid in the negotin,tior;i
but he did not think he could be of &
special under existing cimﬁg
stances. Besides it was a long journey, 'ﬂﬂ
inclement season of the year was' @y
proaching and he had no desire again
revisit the far east.
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Fresh from China, d
"_11":7:11_1.1"011.‘1,7‘.\‘\21;1. 24—(Special)—Capt. ﬁ
]‘{’.w(‘;é‘l'} nphell of -Q.l:me"l;éc:“\;ﬂlm '&b’t:t‘?h;
ed to the British relief force which we :
to the support of Admiral Seymour. i
the allies on the march from Shanghai i
Pekin, arrived here today, having o
via Vancouver by the C. P R. s’team%

: b |

Empress of India.

Some Terrible Outrages.

Now York, Sept.  24.—The i
.ltiwl.l\: Society is in receipt of )
from its agent, Rev. John Hykeg,. -9

under date of Shanghai, Aug. 90. Méntio
is made of the outrages in Shahei n
vinee. Ono young waman was killed out®
right on the journey and another wa
forced to travel with her brain expoaedﬁ
the flesh having been cut from her head;
unmairied women who were ship=
‘«d had to wade ashore in wudtes
necks, They were then stripped
of their elothing and forced to mareh -
that condition 60 miles - walk
two davs and nights without s
missionary in a city in Kiwer
vince was beaten  thirteen ti
robbed of all he had. His inju
end fatally. At best he is a cf
life.
Boat Load of Women Butchered
Hong Kong, Sept. 24.-—Ad 5 o
Canton say that a boatload “of native
Christian women at Kum Chuk, on West
River, was fired upon and that the wo-
men were then taken ashore and butehs
ered in cold blood. S
Native Christians are flocking to Cane
ton from the smrounding country. Céﬁ:‘f
ton itself is quiet. The native city is full
of bad characters anxious to create trous
ble, but they lack leaders.

STORY OF MISSIONARIES

Wi0 FLED TO THE NORTH.

London, Sept. 24.-—Mr. Williams, the
American missionary who has worked in
China for 34 years, gave a representative
of the Associated Press .an interesting
story of his experience during the sicge
of Pckin.
sault on the mission

It appears that the first as-
compound at Cal-
gan was made during the night or June
10, when a yelling mob attempted to bat-
ter down the gate with stones. Seeing
the usefulness of remaining the mis
aries, in the course of the night, evacu-
ated the compound and proceeded to the
magistrate’s yamen. The following after-
noon they were ordered to leave, the nuag-
istrate declaring that he feared not ouly
for the missionaries’ safety, but also for
his own yamen if he continued to protect
them.

After allowing the Americans to draw
their money from the native bank the
magistrate furnished them with fifty sol-
diers as an escort through the Great
Gate in the wall into Mongolia.

“We had no idex then of the terrible
journey which awaited us,’”” continucd Mr.

“We had no notion of having
to escape across Siberia and only proposed
to remain in some place of safoty and
roturn after the crisis. Wherever we at-
terapted to stop, however, the officials or-
dered us to leave forthwith, declaring {he
Boxers were on our heels. Fimally reach-
ing a Mongolian encampment at Harasua
we saw that flight across the great Gobi

O

desert was inevitable. We started June |

23. Just before starting seven Swedish
missionaries, with their families who had
just escaped with their lives, joined ux.
One lady had horribie experiences. She
had been almost clubbed. to death; while
some of the men were frightful specta-
cles, being covered with blood.

“Our caravan consizted of 20 camels,
nineteen horses and six camel carts for
the ladies and childven. Far eight days
we travelled over nothing but sand. The

air was like that of an oven and the
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suflering was intense. The animals had®
mo grass and no water and marching ih.':?
time was impossible. At tm;'
few isolated wells Mongols were encamped.
in the vicinity and they refused to allow '
us to draw water, fearing we would’
poison the wells.  After 38 days of ter-
vible anxiety we reached Urga, on the
other side of the desert. We presented a
sorry spetacle. The Russian consul gen-
cral was most kind. He gave up to us’
14 roows in the consulate. Bur to our
dizmay the consul_ told us we must leave
there  were 2,000 Moxigo]
soldiers “in the neighvorhood who might
be hostile. He also warned us that tefs
ol thousands of Mongols were' gathering
for a religious festival and vhat if we
valued déur safety we had better cleas out
without delay. |

A dfortnight later, August 13, we reach
ed  Kiakhta and remained there %
August 27,

“In the meantime Mr. Tower (Mr. Char-
lemagne Tower, United States ambassa-
dor to Russia) obtained permission” from
the authorities at St. Petersburg for out
Jotrney over the Sibertan Railway.| Ar-
viving at Irkutsk, Sept. 2, we ook &
train awd reached - St. Petersburg Sept:
18.

“lt is impossible to speak too highly of
the great kindness of the Russian officials,

the day

forthawith, as

Everything possible was done for us by
them, even to offering us money. On the |
trans-Siberian Railway, though it “was °

c¢hoken with troops and closed to ¢ivilians,
the authoritics provided a reserved clar_
for us. We passed immense numbers of
troops, apparently conseripts;, hastily col-
leated together. They wore no uniforms -
and some had no guns. All of them wore
straw hats.

“At the United States legation in St.
Petersburg we expressed the opinion that
Russia was prepaning to seize Manchuria,
but we were informed that the American

legation had been assured that Russia
had no such intention.” g o |
L o |
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